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TRAFFIC Post

TRAFFIC Post is TRAFFIC’s newsletter on wildlife 
trade in India. It was started in September 2007 with a 
primary aim to create awareness on rampant poaching  
and illegal wildlife trade in India and how it affects 
the endangered flora and fauna. Since then it has 
covered not only issues related to illegal wildlife 
trade but also highlighted policies and trends related 
to legitimate wildlife trade especially in timber and 

medicinal plants. 

The newsletter began as a quarterly e-newsletter available only for online 
distribution. However after a few issues it was converted into a printed edition 
with three issues coming out every year. The response to the newsletter over the 
years has been overwhelming and the subscribers continue to increase with every 
issue.

Besides carrying updates on TRAFFIC’s work in India in a given period, the 
newsletter focuses on the plight of various species in illegal wildlife trade. It also 
provides early warning through its various sections on illegal wildlife trade trends. 
The CITES section and the OUTPOST section especially is meant to keep its 
readers updated on global news related to wildlife trade. 
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New leadership for TRAFFIC in India 
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Dr Shekhar Kumar Niraj who joined on deputation as Head of TRAFFIC in India on 
14 January 2013 is based at the WWF-India Secretariat. 

Dr Niraj holds an MSc and an MPhil in Chemistry from the University of Delhi 
and a PhD in Natural Resources Studies from the University of Arizona, USA where he 
explored the impact of sustainable development on illegal wildlife trade and poaching for 
5 years from 2004 to 2009.  He also has a PG diploma in Wildlife Management and 
Biodiversity Conservation (1996) from the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun. He is a 
certified GIS practitioner from the University of Arizona, USA. Dr Niraj has about 20 
years of experience with the Indian Forests Service.  

During most of his tenures, Dr Niraj has dealt with issues of poaching and illegal trade in wildlife, and implementation 
of wildlife laws including the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES). He has received commendations and awards from the International Wildlife Foundation.  He has published 
peer-reviewed papers on illegal trade, poaching and wildlife policy matters in reputed international journals. Dr Niraj 
has been involved in developing several government projects on biodiversity conservation focused on endangered 
species. Prior to joining TRAFFIC, Dr Niraj worked as Conservator of Forests and Director, Gulf of Mannar, Marine 
Biosphere Reserve since October 2010.   He was promoted to the rank of Chief Conservator of Forests in Tamil Nadu 
shortly before joining TRAFFIC in India.  

MKS Pasha, Associate Director, TRAFFIC in India said: “We welcome Dr Niraj to TRAFFIC and are looking forward to 
working with him. His experience and expertise in this field should help TRAFFIC achieve its goals of curbing illegal 
wildlife trade in India and the South Asia region”. 
  
Dr Niraj can be reached on +91-11-4351 6246; +91-9868144462 or at email: sniraj@wwfindia.net or 
shekhar.niraj@gmail.com 

 US and India co-operate to combat 
illegal trade in wildlife

(Includes exclusive interview with Dr Robert D. Hormats, US Under 
Secretary of State for Economic Growth, Energy, and Environment on 

Wildlife Trade)

In the wake of US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's speech on 
protecting wildlife made in November 2012 in Washington DC, 
TRAFFIC in India in partnership with WWF-India and the US 

Embassy jointly organized a panel discussion on illegal trade in wildlife 
on 29 January 2013, in India. The US Under Secretary of State for 
Economic Growth, Energy, and Environment Robert D. Hormats  co-
chaired the discussions with the WWF-India  SG & CEO Ravi Singh at 
the WWF-India Secretariat in New Delhi. 

At the roundtable, US and Indian government officials, NGOs, wildlife 
lawyers and enforcement officials discussed some of their challenges 
and successes in combating wildlife trafficking. Dr Hormats emphasized 
the need for high-level political will, public outreach and greater 
international coordination and cooperation to combat wildlife 
trafficking, including the strengthening of regional enforcement networks such as the South Asia Wildlife Enforcement 
Network (SAWEN). 

 
      

WWF-India SG & CEO, Ravi Singh elaborated on the critical link between the decline of India's wildlife species and the 
alarming trends in illegal wildlife trafficking.  “It is imperative that issues of illegal wildlife trade should be taken up in 
a strategic manner, linking national agencies and senior government executives.  Here, the US government can be an 
important partner on global wildlife intelligence, networking and sharing of best practices in enforcement.”

Continued on page 5

Robert D. Hormats, US Under Secretary 
(right) ; Ravi Singh, SG & CEO, WWF-India 
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Continued from page 4

Continued to page 6

Dr Shekhar Kumar Niraj, Head of TRAFFIC in India highlighted the magnitude 
of wildlife crime and illegal wildlife trade, and how it has become one of the 
most important challenges in the conservation of species today. While making a 
presentation at the roundtable, he demonstrated the emerging linkage between 
the growing economy and illegal wildlife trade and poaching highlighting that 
these aspects must be scientifically investigated further. He said: "Whether at 
the local, regional or global level, the efforts to eliminate wildlife crimes need to 
be assisted collectively with our trained skills, scientific knowledge, and 
improved resources”.

At this important meeting, Mr Megh Bahadur Pandey, Director General,  
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation in Nepal and Chief 
Enforcement Coordinator,  SAWEN, stressed the need to strengthen cross-border cooperation for eradicating wildlife 
crime as manifested in the SAWEN initiative. 

The US and India have worked together on wildlife conservation for over 25 years to combat poaching, manage wildlife 
resources, improve enforcement capacity and reduce consumer demand for illegal wildlife products.

Mr Somesh Goyal, Additional Director General, Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB); Mr Rajiv Walia and Dr G.K. Goswami,  
United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and Mr O P S Malik, former Director General, Indian Police 
Service, provided their perspective and experience in tackling wildlife crime. 

      

Wildlife trafficking not only seriously undermines 
conservation efforts globally, but also threatens international security, livelihoods and 
public health.  While it is not a new phenomenon, there has been a significant increase in 
the number of poaching incidents and the sophistication of poaching operations. Unchecked 
demand for exotic pets, clothing and jewellery, traditional medicines, and exotic foods has 
driven many species to extinction or near-extinction. Wildlife trafficking is often intertwined 
with other illegal activities that undermine the security and stability of regions and 
communities. South Asia, particularly India, is a biodiversity hotspot, which also makes it 
attractive to poachers.  A common theme we discussed at the recent wildlife roundtable 
organized by TRAFFIC and the US Embassy in New Delhi was how the skins and parts of 
endangered species are being recovered in different countries from where the animals were 
originally killed.  This highlights the importance of international coordination of 
intelligence and enforcement activities.  Much of the wildlife that is poached in India is 

destined for markets elsewhere. India can be a leader in engaging other governments to cooperate in the fight against poaching and 
trafficking, while strengthening its own enforcement agencies and capabilities. India has excellent wildlife laws and can support better 
coordination between regional enforcement networks and promote dialogue and greater cooperation among enforcement agencies in 
the region. We support India's efforts in stamping out all kinds of wildlife crime, which is an important goal of the Indian government 
and its people.   

Organizations like WWF and TRAFFIC play a crucial leadership role in 
conserving wildlife and curbing illegal trade in wildlife. The United States is a major destination and transit point for trafficked 
wildlife articles, primarily exotic pets, and, to that extent, we are part of the problem. However, we are determined to be part of the 
solution.  The United States coordinates wildlife conservation and enforcement efforts with other governments, international 
organizations and conventions, NGOs and the private sector using a four-pillar “Conservation Matters” strategy: 1) Catalysing political 
will and diplomatic outreach; 2) engaging in public diplomacy and outreach; 3) identifying training and technology needs; and 4) 
building on existing partnerships and initiating new cooperation to improve enforcement capacity and reduce consumer demand.  The 
US and India have been cooperating on wildlife conservation issues for many years.  We pride ourselves in working together with 
organizations like WWF and TRAFFIC to achieve our common goals of conserving wildlife globally. 

 

The United States supports innovative transnational approaches to 
address wildlife trafficking.  We also provide financial and technical support to wildlife protection programs in several countries. We, 
along with our partners around the world, are committed to taking meaningful steps to strengthen global efforts to combat illegal trade 
in wildlife by promoting public education, capacity building, global cooperation, and increased enforcement. We have supported the 
formation of the South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN), of which India is an active member.  At the Second Asian 
Ministerial Meeting on Tiger Conservation, the US Ambassador to India and Bhutan announced USAID's funding for INTERPOL's 
Project PREDATOR to support the SAWEN in protecting wild tigers. We will encourage our embassies around the globe to include 
wildlife trafficking and conservation issues in official bilateral or regional policy dialogues.

Interview with Dr Hormat’s on illegal wildlife trade

1.     How does the United States perceive the likely overall impacts of the illegal wildlife trade on wildlife conservation globally, 
particularly in South Asia, and how does the US perceive India's position in controlling 
the global illegal wildlife trade? 

2.     What roles can TRAFFIC and WWF play in cooperating with the US government to achieve common objectives of controlling 
illegal wildlife trade and thus enhance conservation? 

4.     Will the United States be willing to extend much needed resources and support to TRAFFIC and other major agencies in India 
that are involved in combating illegal wildlife trade and crimes? 
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Continued from page 5

We are 
willing to share information and best practices on wildlife enforcement as broadly as possible with law enforcement agencies and 
organizations.  Open, honest communication between US law enforcement agencies and their Indian counterparts is essential for 

understanding the unique nature of wildlife crime in India and developing the most effective 
tools to combat it.  For example, wildlife forensics is an excellent tool that was used to 
apprehend Asiatic lion poachers in India a few years ago.  Additionally, some high profile 
species and illicit networks involved in the illegal trade are well known, but there may be 
many other species and networks that do not get the attention they deserve, or go unreported.  
While transparency is a vital characteristic of governance, by its nature, law enforcement 
efforts require some information to be kept confidential.  Remember that information in the 
public domain is available to criminals as well.         

Booming economies and growing disposable 
incomes in parts of Asia have caused an increase in demand and a spike in prices for many 

wildlife products.  This puts additional pressure on source countries such as India.  I believe empowering local communities and 
making them partners in enforcement can help local enforcement officers gather intelligence.  Also, greater economic opportunities for 
people living around India's vast treasure of wildlife will protect India's cultural heritage by lessening the temptation to make money 
through poaching.  Promoting awareness activities, particularly among youth, will help create a mass support system that speaks for and 
protects India's biodiversity.  Most importantly, empowering our park rangers and foresters, our warriors that protect biodiversity, is 
crucial for successful conservation efforts.  Providing rangers and foresters with the tools and skills they need, incentivizing results, and 
rewarding their successes will go a long way.    

5.      How will information be shared by the US Department of State among international agencies connected with wildlife law 
enforcement and intelligence collection, and how much of the information will be made available in the public domain? 

6.     Irrespective of the fact that each nation has a sovereign right and duty to control its 
wildlife crimes and eliminate illegal wildlife trade, what suggestions does the US have for 
the countries in South Asia for dealing with wildlife crimes and regulating illegal wildlife 
trade more effectively and more globally? 

Prior to this important meeting, an awareness initiative through social media was 
conducted on 4 December 2012 by TRAFFIC in cooperation with the American Center, 
Embassy of the United States. The initiative was in the form of a Facebook Chat at the 
American Library to raise awareness about wildlife conservation among Indian youth. 

US Embassy Environment Officer, John Dunham and TRAFFIC's MKS Pasha fielded 
questions on wildlife conservation submitted by Facebook fans, and also took questions 
from a live audience of about 50 American Library patrons. During the chat, a photo 
album was posted on the page so that the virtual audience could view the event taking 
place. 
· A total of 4722 people viewed the album.
·  48 people asked questions through comments. 
· More than 78,000 American Center Facebook fans and more than 120,000 embassy fans benefited from our 
expertise on wildlife conservation. 
· The chat was promoted by the American Center through  engaging posts on wildlife conservation for a week 
prior to the event.  Based on the feedback from the live audience, this event helped raise awareness about the harmful 
effects of illicit wildlife trade.
  

Border security forces take stock of wildlife crime in the 
region

The Indo-Nepal border is porous, allowing illegal wildlife traders the opportunity to smuggle wildlife products across 
the land borders. Security forces operating at checkpoints along the border therefore have a vital role at these first 
entry and last exit points to control smuggling activities.

TRAFFIC in association with SSB, Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB; India's Central Armed Police Forces)  held a two-day training 
workshop on “Strengthening Wildlife Law Enforcement and Conservation along the Indo-Nepal Border” at Bagaha, Bihar, 
from 16-17 January 2012. 

Over 40 SSB officers along with officials from various forest divisions of Madanpur, Valmikinagar, Gonali and Chiutaha 
were present at the workshop. During the two days, participants were given an overview of domestic and international 
trends in illegal wildlife trade, laws pertaining to this trade, the role of CITES  in regulating wildlife trade, the latest tools 
and techniques available to fight wildlife crime, the significance of intelligence sharing, and an overview of global 
organized wildlife crime.               Continued on page 7
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New guidelines for preparation of security plans for Tiger 

 TRAFFIC provides training inputs at INTERPOL's 
Intelligence Management Course on 

Environment Enforcement 

Continued from page 6

The workshop was inaugurated by Mr H. Jiten Singh, 2nd in Command, 21st Battalion SSB Bagaha. Also present were Mr 
Nand Kishore, IFS, DFO-Valmiki Tiger Reserve, Mr Saurabh Sharma, Advocate, Delhi High Court, Mr Roy Choudhury, 
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) and Dr Rashid H. Raza from TRAFFIC in India. 

Mr H. Jiten Singh said the training would help SSB personnel and other participants understand the problems and enhance 
their knowledge and skills in dealing with wildlife crime. Such meetings provide a common platform for bringing together 
enforcement officials from various agencies to share their experiences and knowledge, he said, and he congratulated the 
efforts of TRAFFIC for supporting this process.

Dr Raza gave an overview of wildlife crime and trade. He noted that Tiger, Leopard and otter skins, Rhino horn, Red 
Sanders, live elephants and ivory, bear bile, live birds were among the wildlife products being smuggled to Nepal and 
beyond.

Mr Sharma discussed India's Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and other ancillary laws related to wildlife crime. He also 
provided an insight into the investigation of wildlife cases and the significance of rigorous evidence collection for effective 
legal action. 

Mr Roy Choudhury gave an overview of the various modus operandi used by wildlife criminals. He emphasized the role  
WCCB can play in assisting various enforcement agencies in combating illicit wildlife trade. 

This workshop was the seventh in a series organized jointly by Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and TRAFFIC. 

Twenty eight law-enforcement officers from 11 Asian countries gathered in 
Kathmandu, Nepal, to attend an Information and Intelligence Management 
Course on Environmental Enforcement initiated by INTERPOL from 17-21 

December 2012.  

The course was organized by INTERPOL's Environmental Crime Programme and 
Nepal's INTERPOL National Central Bureau (NCB) within the framework of Project 
PREDATOR, and as collaboration with the South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network 
(SAWEN). The SAWEN Secretariat is hosted by the Government of Nepal.

  

The objective of the training event was to increase the effectiveness of trans-boundary 
law enforcement actions and enhance information sharing among government 
agencies on environmental crime.  TRAFFIC was invited to attend the workshop as 
trainers and provided expertise on illegal wildlife trade to participants during the 
working group sessions. MKS Pasha from TRAFFIC's team in India, delivered a 
module on recording information. 

The meeting brought together senior investigators and intelligence analysts from 
various law-enforcement agencies from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Indonesia, India, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

In various sessions, TRAFFIC stressed that inter-agency information exchange is crucial, both at national and international 
levels, especially with regard to combating wildlife crime involving Asian big cats and other endangered species. 

The training sessions were particularly important to enhance law enforcement efforts dealing with organized transnational 
criminal activity and illegal wildlife trade. Richard Charrette, Lead Facilitator for INTERPOL, noted that it was not just a 
learning exercise, but a collective opportunity to crack down on environmental crime. 
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Countries meet to upscale Snow 
Leopard Conservation initiatives 

TRAFFIC Alert 

Eleven hundred and fifty 
kilograms of Shahtoosh 
enroute to India seized in 

Nepal 

In January 2013, Nepal Police seized 
46 sacks weighing 1150 kg, filled with 
the wool of the endangered Tibetan 
antelope used for making luxury 
shawls, allegedly being smuggled to 
India. The sacks were seized from two 
houses in Thumi village of Gurkha 
district, 140 km west of Kathmandu. 
The police confirmed that the wool 
was being illegally routed to India 
from Chinese Tibet through Nepal.

Bishkek, the scenic capital of Kyrgyzstan was host to two important 
meetings dedicated to conservation of Snow Leopards in the wild. 
The first meeting (1-3 December 2012), an international forum of 

Snow Leopard range countries (SLRC) was hosted by the Government of 
Kyrgyz Republic along with World Bank and other partners. It was attended 
by representatives of Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 
and Uzbekistan. In addition, Snow Leopard conservation experts from 
several global organizations including ISLT, SLC, NABU, WWF, WCS, 
TRAFFIC, CITES were present for the deliberations. 

Country representatives and experts presented and refined Snow Leopard 
conservation plans. The efforts were focused on the conservation of the 
whole high altitude ecosystem inhabited by the Snow Leopard.  The forum 
endeavoured to develop “Snow Leopard ecosystem conservation plan to 
consolidate a program of global action to recover and sustain the vanishing 
species and its high-mountain landscapes” 

.

Illegal trade of Snow Leopard fur and bones was highlighted during the 
meeting and recognized as a major threat to the species. The killing of 
Snow Leopards for illegal trade was unambiguously distinguished from 
retaliatory killing of Snow Leopards due to depredation on livestock (a 
problem which requires very different solutions compared to combating 
illegal trade). 

The CITES representative also highlighted the commitment under CITES 
for all member countries to report all illegal trade-related statistics to 
relevant CITES authorities.

(World Bank 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2012/12/01/world-bank-to-support-kyrgyz-republic-in-leading-
global-efforts-to-conserve-snow-leopards)

                     Continued on page 9

Workshop recommendations: The broad recommendation of the workshop 
was that all “SLRCs consider adopting the collective goal of stabilizing or 
increasing Snow Leopard populations and maintaining and restoring 
habitat in large landscapes.”

A specific recommendation to combat illegal trade was also adopted by the forum. 
“Combat poaching and illegal trade and reduce demand by strengthening national 
systems of law enforcement and collaborating among countries, and improving 
reporting snow leopard crimes to CITES.”

Following the meeting of the International Forum of Snow Leopard range countries, 
an initiation workshop for the USAID funded WWF-US project on conservation of 
Snow Leopard and its ecosystem was held (4-7 December 2012). The project is titled 
“Conservation and Adaptation in Asia's High Mountain Landscapes and 
Communities” and is to be implemented in the Kyrgyz Republic, Bhutan, India, 
Mongolia, Nepal and Pakistan. It also seeks to build alliances for conservation in all 
SLRCs.

The primary goal of the project is, “to stimulate greater understanding and action on 
the environment, by helping conserve this iconic and endangered species, as well as 
by connecting Snow Leopard conservation to a broader set of environmental, 
economic and social issues with consequences for Asia's future sustainability, 
including local livelihoods, water and food security, and climate change adaptation.”

TRAFFIC is a partner in this project and will study the illegal trade of Snow 
Leopards, updating its 2003 report, “Fading Footprints”, on the same subject. 
TRAFFIC will also closely collaborate with INTERPOL's “Project PREDATOR” 
initiative to develop capacity and effective cooperation in SLRCs to combat the 
threat of illegal trade in Snow Leopards. Thus both these global initiatives have 
clearly recognized illegal trade in Snow Leopards as a major threat and have begun 
efforts for global cooperation and effective enforcement action.

TRAFFIC in India adds........
Shahtoosh, manufactured from the 
under wool of the endangered Tibetan 
Antelope, or Chiru, 

, is a prized product in illegal 
wildlife trade and it is of particular 
concern that this shipment was 
reportedly destined for India. 

The species is protected under 
Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972 of India and also listed in 
Appendix I of CITES. A single Chiru 
provides approximately 150 g of wool 
and 1150 kg of seized shahtoosh 
clearly implies that at least 7600 
Chirus were slaughtered for their 
underwool. 

Shahtoosh shawl-making requires 
special looms and skills, which 
traditionally for centuries have only 
been available in Kashmir. However, 
intelligence reports suggests that 
weaving might have been shifted to 
the Punjab, implying that traffickers 
are devising new strategies to keep this 
operation alive. 

TRAFFIC has previously highlighted 
the dangers posed by the shahtoosh 
trade to the survival of the Chiru 
through reports published in 1999 and 
2000. TRAFFIC in India has also 
collaborated with the Wildlife Institute 
of India in producing a simple manual 
for quick identification of shahtoosh 
hair.  A huge seizure of 32 shahtoosh 
shawls took place at the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport in New Delhi in 
August 2012. 

Panthelops 
hodgsonii

Continued on page 9
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TRAFFIC Alert 

Continued from page 8

Source: http://www.nzweek.com/world/nepal-police-
seize-1150-kg-fur-of-endangered-tibetan-antelope-41278/  ; 
http://www.endangeredspecieshandbook.org/trade_tibetan.
php;
http://www.thehimalayantimes.com/fullNews.php?headlin
e=Huge+cache+of+Shahtoosh+seized&NewsID=360846
;  http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-
news/NewDelhi/Shahtoosh-shawls-seized-at-IGI-
airport/Article1-907369.aspx;  
http://www.cites.org/gallery/species/mammal/tibetan_antel
ope.html ; www.traffic.org
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Continued from page 8

This meeting was an important milestone towards the Global Snow 
Leopard Forum of Heads of State meeting to be held in fall 2013, at the 
initiative of the Kyrgyz Republic government. (http://blog.usaid.gov/2012/12/no-mountain-
too-high-saving-the-snow-leopards-ecosystems-and-communities-of-high-asia/; (World Bank 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2012/12/01/world-bank-to-support-kyrgyz-republic-in-leading-
global-efforts-to-conserve-snow-leopards).

Thirty Tokay geckos seized 
in Manipur enroute to 
India seized in Nepal 

In October 2012, Manipur Police 
seized 30 Tokay Geckos , 
a rare reptile species,  during an 
operation at Waikhong village in 
Thoubal district. The reptiles, kept 
inside a wooden box, were seized from 
two labourers. 

Similarly, joining the multi-pronged 
drive against the increasing poaching 
and smuggling of Tokay Geckos in the 
state, Assam Rifles personnel seized 
five geckos believed to be en route to 
China via Myanmar, from two 
smugglers at the border town of Moreh 
in November 2012. In August, 2012, 
four Tokay Geckos were rescued from 
Imphal in Manipur. Taking serious 
note of the reported smuggling of 
Tokay Geckos from Manipur to foreign 
countries, the Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau urged the Union Ministry of 
Forests and Environment to include 
the reptile species in the endangered 
animals' scheduled list under the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

Gekko gecko

Bear necessities: International 
conference highlights need to 

eradicate illegal trade in wild bears 

More than 300 experts from 37 
countries congregated in India at 
the 21st Conference of the 

International Bear Association held from 26-
30 November 2012, to discuss a wide range 
of bear conservation, research and 
management issues. TRAFFIC was 
represented at the meeting by Dr Chris R 
Shepherd, TRAFFIC's Deputy Director in 
South-East Asia and by Shubhobroto Ghosh, 
Senior Programme Officer from India. 

Asia's bears are of special concern as 
demand for their parts for use in traditional medicines has increasingly 
become a serious threat to the conservation of these species. The illegal trade 
in bear bile and other bear products was highlighted by TRAFFIC and others, 
with the threats to Asia's wild bear species being of extreme concern.

In 2011, TRAFFIC launched 
, a report based on an investigation of the trade in bear parts across 13 

countries and territories in South-East and East Asia. The report found 
evidence of widespread illegal sourcing and trade in wild bears and 
recommended increased efforts to enforce national laws, and better 
implementation of  the CITES in the region.

“Efforts to shut down the illegal trade in bear parts in Asia is essential,” 
Shepherd told conference delegates. “In parallel to increasing enforcement 
efforts, it is important that steps are taken to reduce demand for bear 
products, through raising the awareness of laws and conservation issues, and 
through the promotion of legal herbal and synthetic alternatives to bear bile 
amongst traditional medicine users.”

Shubhobroto Ghosh from TRAFFIC in India articulated challenges still 
existing in India for saving bears, including human-bear conflict issues, 
habitat loss and persistent poaching for illegal trade. 

The conference provided the venue for the release of the first, “National Bear 
Conservation and Welfare Action Plan 2012” by the Ministry of Environment 
and Forests, India, which was officially launched by the Honorable Indian 
Environment Minister, Mrs Jayanthi Natarajan.

The 21st International Conference on Bear Research and Management was 
organized jointly by the International Bear Association, Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, Central Zoo Authority of India, the IUCN SSC Bear 
Specialist Group, Wildlife Institute of India, Wildlife Trust of India, World 
Society for the Protection of Animals and the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare.

Pills, powders, vials and flakes: The bear trade in 
Asia

TRAFFIC in India adds........

TRAFFIC notes with concern the 
rising trade in this species, especially 
the burgeoning trade in northeast 
India, a region that has porous 
borders and is subject to militancy 
and the illicit narcotics trade.  
Recently, in southeast Asia, there has 
been a surge in the trade in Tokay 
Geckos due to an unfounded claim of 
a potential cure for human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV). 

             Continued to page 10
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TRAFFIC Alert 

Source: 
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-10-
11/guwahati/34385747_1_tokay-geckos-rare-reptile-
manipur-police ; 
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-11-
02/guwahati/34876844_1_tokay-geckos-manipur-forest-
officials-assam-rifles; 
http://www.dw.de/indian-geckos-are-in-high-demand-for-
hiv-cures/a-16328544; 
http://www.traffic.org/home/2011/11/16/tokay-gecko-trade-
boom-in-south-east-asia.html; 
http://www.wwfindia.org/about_wwf/enablers/traffic/newsl
etter/; 
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-10-
11/guwahati/34385747_1_tokay-geckos-rare-reptile-
manipur-police  

Snow Leopard skin seized in 
Dehradun

Police arrested one person with a 
Snow Leopard pelt in Dehradun while 
his accomplice managed to escape. 
This is the third pelt of the highly 
endangered Snow Leopard seized in 
Uttarakhand since the creation of the 
state in 2000. 

OUTPOST:  
Rhinos in crisis  poaching and 

illegal trade reach highest levels in 
over 20 years

Escalating levels of poaching and illegal trade in rhino horns are seriously 
undermining rhino conservation efforts, putting the survival of these 
species at risk—according to a report by IUCN (International Union for 

Conservation of Nature) and TRAFFIC. The report examines the conservation 
status and trade in African and Asian rhino species. 

“The findings of the report are alarming,” says Tom Milliken, a rhino expert from 
TRAFFIC. “Today, rhino poaching and illegal horn trade are at their highest 
levels in over 20 years, threatening to reverse years of conservation effort, 
particularly in Africa. There is no doubt that rhino species are facing a serious 
crisis.” 

According to the report, by the beginning of 2011 there were 20,165 White 
Rhinoceros  and 4,880 Black Rhinoceros in 
Africa. However, at least 1,997 rhinos were poached between 2006 and 
September 2012 and over 4,000 rhino horns have been illegally exported from 
Africa since 2009, with an estimated 92% of these coming from rhinos 
specifically killed to obtain their horn.

South Africa, home to 83% of Africa's rhinos and 73% of all wild rhinos 
worldwide, is the principal source of rhino horns in illegal trade. A record 668 
rhinos were poached there in 2012, according to official government figures 
released in January 2013. 

Illegal trade in rhino horns involves highly organized, mobile and well-financed 
criminal groups, mainly composed of Asian nationals based in Africa. These 
networks have recruited pseudo-hunters including Vietnamese citizens, Thai 
prostitutes and proxy hunters from the Czech Republic and Poland to obtain 
rhino horns in South Africa on the pretence of trophy hunts for illegal 
commercial trade purposes. 

“Rhinos are killed for their horns, which are seen as highly desirable status 
symbols in parts of Asia, notably Viet Nam, but also increasingly in China,” says 
Bibhab Kumar Talukdar, Chair of IUCN Species Survival Commission's (SSC) 
Asian Rhino Specialist Group. “Horns are also increasingly used for non-
traditional purposes such as hangover cure and body detoxifyer, especially in 
Viet Nam.” 

In Asia, although conservation action in Nepal and India has resulted in 
increased numbers of the Greater One-horned Rhinoceros , 
the situation in Indonesia and Malaysia remains serious for the world's two 
rarest rhino species—the Sumatran Rhinoceros  and 
the Javan Rhinoceros  

Thefts of rhino horns from museums and zoos have increased worldwide, 
creating the need for improved law enforcement, monitoring and enhanced 
information management with regards to rhino numbers, sales and 
translocations, the report finds.

The report was compiled by the IUCN SSC African and Asian Rhino Specialist 
Groups and TRAFFIC. It was mandated by the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and aimed to 
inform the rhino horn debate at the 16th meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
to CITES, that took place in March 2013 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Ceratotherium simum Diceros bicornis 

Rhinoceros unicornis

Dicerorhinus sumatrensis
Rhinoceros sondaicus.

Read more at http://www.traffic.org/home/2013/1/15/rhinos-in-crisis-poaching-and-illegal-trade-reach-
hhest-le.html 

Continued from page 9
TRAFFIC highlighted the Tokay Gecko 
trade in its last issue of TRAFFIC Post 
(16 November 2012) and stressed that 
the trade in this species can be dealt 
with under the provisions of the 
Biodiversity Act since the animal is not 
covered under the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972 and is not under protection 
from CITES.  

More efforts are needed to counter the 
purported medicinal claims regarding 
the animal, along with stricter 
enforcement and legal protection 
measures to save this animal. TRAFFIC 
recommends strict enforcement of the 
law and plugging the loopholes in the 
existing legislation. More studies are 
needed to evaluate the conservation 
status of this species so it can be 
accorded proper protection.

TRAFFIC in India adds........

The Snow Leopard  is 
listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972 and is also 
categorized as Endangered by IUCN. 
The animal is listed in CITES 
Appendix I. The thick fur pelt for 
making garments or for decoration is 
the main Snow Leopard product that 
is traded illegally. 

Uncia uncia

             Continued to page 10
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TRAFFIC Alert 

Continued from page 10

There is also increasing evidence of
Snow Leopard parts being traded
illegally. Body parts include
bones (used especially in traditional 
east Asian medicines as a substitute 
for Tiger bone), claws, meat and the 
sexual organs of male Snow Leopard.

A TRAFFIC representative recently 
attended a major international Snow 
Leopard gathering in Bishkek in 
Kyrgyzstan to learn as well as to 
provide inputs on the conservation of 
the species. 

TRAFFIC encourages continued 
vigilance and monitoring for this 
animal as part of the Asian big cats 
campaign. TRAFFIC featured the 
plight of the Snow Leopard in the 
latest 'Wanted Alive' poster campaign 
and emphasized the need for more 
information and studies to be 
conducted on the status of this 
endangered animal. TRAFFIC 
published a report on  illegal trade in 
the Snow Leopard entitled 'Fading 
Footprints' in 2003.

Source:
http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/11366
2-one-held-with-snow-leopard-pelt-in-
dehradun.html; 
www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew
.asp?id=apr0210/state07; 
http://www.cites.org/gallery/species/mamm
al/snow_leopard.html; 
www.traffic.org

CITES UPDATE:  
IUCN/TRAFFIC Analyses of CoP16 

Proposals available  

Tthe IUCN/TRAFFIC Analyses of the Proposals to Amend the CITES 
Appendices at the 16th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES 
(CoP16) are available online on the TRAFFIC website at 

http://www.traffic.org/cop16-table/ 

CITES is the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora. At each CoP meeting, which takes place once every two years, 
Parties can make proposals to change the listing status of the species in CITES 
Appendices -- the different categories of Appendices provide varying levels of 
regulation over international trade. About 35,000 species are listed in three 
CITES Appendices on which the Parties to CITES regulate wildlife trade by 
following the norms and procedures provided by the Convention.

The proposals are placed on the agenda for voting by the Parties to accept, reject 
or make amendments to the proposals put forward for consideration. 

The upcoming CoP, the 16th such meeting, will be held from 3-14 March 2013, 
in Bangkok, Thailand. 

IUCN and TRAFFIC have undertaken to provide technical reviews of the 
Proposals to amend the CITES Appendices prior to every CITES CoP. The 
analyses aim to provide an objective assessment of each amendment Proposal 
against the requirements of the Convention as laid out in the listing criteria. The 
analyses are provided in the anticipation they will provide CITES Parties with 
useful and relevant information to assist them in their assessment of the 
amendment Proposals. 

The generous support of the following governments and organizations is 
gratefully acknowledged for the production of the IUCN/TRAFFIC Analyses of 
the Proposals to Amend the CITES Appendices at the 16th Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to CITES: the European Commission, Austria, Spain, 
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Sweden, New Zealand, Germany, the United 
States of America, Finland, Canada (government of Nunavut), the Netherlands 
and WWF.

TRAFFIC's Recommendations, stating TRAFFIC's policy position on each of the 
Proposals, have been available since January 2013 and can be viewed at 
www.traffic.org 

Three arrested in Delhi for smuggling Tiger skin 

A factory owner, jeweller and share-broker were arrested in Delhi in January 2013 for smuggling a Tiger skin. The police said 
that the raid was conducted on the basis of a tip-off received from the animal welfare organization 'People For Animals' (PFA). 
In another incident in mid-January 2013, the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) seized a stuffed skin of a Bengal Tiger 
from a house in Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh. The WCCB raided the residence in Surya Nagar along with officers of the Uttar 
Pradesh Police and an NGO. 

TRAFFIC in India adds........

The year 2012 saw India losing at least 88 Tigers mostly due to poaching. It is worrying that such a significant number of 
Tigers is still dying due to unnatural causes. 

      Continued on page 12
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Source:
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-2262363/Stuffed-tiger-seized-Ghaziabad.html; 
http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/12/27/interpol-provides-intelligence-led-enforcement-training-as-c.html; 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/India-US-join-hands-to-tackle-illegal-wildlife-
trade/articleshow/18242281.cms; http://www.traffic.org/home/2012/6/7/sawen-officials-prioritize-efforts-to-combat-illegal-wildlif.html

IN FOCUS:

'WILDLIFE ON SALE': An insight into the Sonepur
, Bihar

 
Mela

Parakeets, munias, mynas, birds-of-prey along with domesticated exotic species 
such as budgerigars, lovebirds, cockatiels; and Rhesus Macaque and Hanuman 
Langur were recorded by Abrar Ahmed, a Consultant to TRAFFIC, at the Sonpeur 
Mela held in 2012 in Bihar.  The author visited the fair from 1-3 December 2012. 

12

Continued from page 11

TRAFFIC continues to focus attention on the illicit wildlife trade that is threatening this magnificent species. TRAFFIC 
participated in an INTERPOL meeting in Kathmandu in Nepal in December 2012 to underscore attention on a coordinated 
effort needed to tackle transnational organized criminal activity. TRAFFIC also collaborates with WWF's illegal wildlife trade 
campaign to strengthen protection initiatives for Tigers and other Asian big cats. 

TRAFFIC also maintains a robust presence in advancing towards the goals of SAWEN (South Asian Wildlife Enforcement 
Network) for better protection of Tigers, Rhino and other wildlife species in the south Asia region.

Sonepur  (fair), also known as the  is held each year in the district of Saran, Sonepur in Bihar. 
The Sonepur , Asia's biggest animal fair, is also considered one of the world's largest.  The month-long  begins 
from  (a full moon day in the month of October/November) and is held near the confluence of the river 
Gandak and the Ganges. Last year, it was inaugurated on 27 November. People from across Bihar and other Indian 

states, plus many foreigners, visit this fair, which has an estimated turnout of 3-5 million people. 

Apart from religious tourism, the major attractions at the  are the various animal bazaars. 

This has its origins in ancient times and it is believed 
that Emperor Chandragupta Maurya used to buy Elephants at this  
therefore it is also popularly referred as the Elephant fair.  The survey 
suggested that a few of the  Elephants are brought in by some traditional 
Elephant owners mainly to display their animals at the sacred site, more so as a 
status symbol, and to meet other Elephant owners with a common interest. A 
total of 28 Asian Elephants were brought for display at the in 2012. Only 
four were tuskers, two with full tusks and other two with half removed tusks.

Sonepur was formerly very important for domestic trade in Elephants, but 
now as per the present Government of India rules, no Elephants can be traded 
by anyone. On speaking to a few Elephant owners, it was found out that 
Elephants can be 'donated', provided the donor has the proven capability of 
taking care of the Elephant in terms of feeding and space resource. But reports 
suggest that this is possibly used as a cover for trade in the species at the .
 
On general inquiry, none of the owners openly admitted that the Elephants 
displayed are for sale and most evaded such questions.  However, the author 

was later told that the cost of Elephants ranges between INR 30, 00,000 and 40, 00,000. Little was discovered about the origin 
of the Elephants, especially the calves. This needs further investigation and law enforcement.           

mela Harihar Kshetra mela
mela mela

Kartik Purnima

mela

mela

mela 

The Elephant bazaar: 

mela 

mela

              Continued on page 13

 POST              TRAFFIC MARCH  2013



13

Continued from page 12 
The bird bazaar:

LEGAL IMPLICATION AND 
CONSERVATION ISSUES

 A very significant portion of this otherwise open fair 
has a closed section called the  which sells a large 
number of wild and exotic birds and primates along with domesticated 
species such as dogs, rabbits and Guinea Pigs. The sale of exotic 
species is legal, while the sale of wild birds is against Indian national 
legislation. 

This bird market has a single entrance manned by local people who 
charge a fee of 10-15% on every purchase made by a visitor. The bazaar 
does not restrict entry, but there is a board at the gate stating that for 
photography/videography one needs permission from the organizer. 
However, if such permission is granted, shopkeepers immediately hide 
their display of rare wild birds. All native Indian birds seen during the 
survey were believed to originate from the wild.

At least 20 stalls were present inside the bird bazaar, of which two exclusively sold dogs. The rest sold a mixture of wild 
birds, mainly parakeets, munias, mynas, birds-of-prey, and domesticated exotic species such as Budgerigars, Lovebirds, 
Cockatiels and Zebra Finches. A total of 26 wild Indian bird species and 9 domesticated bird species along with two primate 
species were recorded at this  during the visit (Table 1). A few shops displayed young, around one month old, Rhesus 
Macaques and Hanuman Langurs , for sale, either kept inside cages or tied by the 
neck. The animals were sold as pets and were also bought by truck drivers who raise them as guards for their vehicle. Some 

orchard owners buy Hanuman Langurs, 
especially males, to train them to chase 
away Rhesus Macaques. 

Most of the traders, mainly Mirshikar 
traders from Patna, plus some from Siwan 
and Varanasi, refused to answer questions  
regarding the wild bird trade.

In addition to these birds, 11 juvenile 
Hanuman Langurs and approximately 40 
juvenile Rhesus Monkeys  were recorded.
Over an 8 hour period on 2 December (the 
first Sunday of the ), at least 300 
parakeets belonging to three species, more 
than 400 munias of four species, 30-40 
mynas of three species plus at least 10 
juvenile primates were sold in addition to 
sales of exotic birds. 

The Hill Myna and Red-breasted Parakeet 
belong to Schedules I and IV of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972 respectively. These 
two species were most likely brought from 
Nepal or Bhutan. Other wild birds were 
either locally caught or brought from 
Varanasi and Allahabad as reported by the 
bird sellers during the survey.  Most exotic 
birds had been brought from West Bengal, 
mainly from Burdwan and Kolkata.

The open sale of protected wildlife at the 
Sonepur  is in gross violation of the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. The matter 
needs to be taken up with the state and 
central governments along with Wildlife 
Crime Control Bureau. Media pressure and 
mass awareness can help curtail the trade in 
wild birds and primates.  

       

Chriya Bazaar

mela
Macaca mulatta Semnopithecus entellus

mela

mela

Table 1: Native bird species recorded in the bird bazaar
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WILD CRY

Trade, trapping and utilization of the “Common” Hill Myna 
 and “Lesser” Hill Myna )  in India

Gracula 
religiosa Gracula (religiosa indica

(Illegal wildlife trade threatens the future of many species in the wild. This section highlights the plight of 
one such species in trade.)

Abrar Ahmed (abrar_bird@hotmail.com), Dr Shekhar Niraj (sniraj@wwfindia.net) and Dr Asad R. Rahmani 
(rahmani.asad@gmail.com) 

by 
 

Of the 18 species of mynas and starlings 
(Sturnidae) recorded in India, nine have 
been recorded in the Indian bird trade. 
They are caught for pets, food and merit 

release (Ahmed 1997, Ahmed 2004). 

The “Common” Hill Myna   is 
one of the most traded species, owing to it being 
an accomplished mimic (Menon 1993; Ahmed 
2002). Ali & Ripley (1983) noted: “In captivity 
this bird is renowned as a first-rate mimic, 
learning to reproduce many everyday sounds 
and particularly the human voice, even 
whistled tunes, with astonishing accuracy and 
clarity”.

The Hill Myna is predominately glossy black 
with bright orange-yellow patches of naked skin 
and fleshy wattles on either side of the head and 
nape. 

Hill Mynas inhabits evergreen, tropical 
deciduous and semi-evergreen forests (Ali & Ripley 1983). The “Common” Hill Myna is a resident of central and 
eastern Himalayas, southern Assam hills, eastern peninsula in Orissa, Bastar (Chhattisgarh), Andaman and 
Nicobar, while the Lesser Hill Myna  is found in the Western Ghats.

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I 
IUCN Status: Least concern 
CITES: Appendix II 

 
Despite a complete ban on trade in the Hill Myna since 1972, the species continues to be traded in large volumes 
in India. 

According to TRAFFIC's studies on the Indian bird trade, at least 3180 Hill Mynas were recorded in 83 bird trade 
surveys in 56 places between 1994-2001 across India (Ahmed 2002).

Traders claimed that  up to 60-70% are smuggled to the Middle East via Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal each year 
(Ahmed 2002). 

Around 50-60% of the Hill Mynas in trade are chicks, all are collected from the wild and none originated from 
captivity. Birds from Assam are the most sought after because they are considered better mimics, are larger in size 
(25-29 cm) and glossier than birds from elsewhere in the country (Ali 1963). 

Gracula religiosa

G. r. indica

        

Continued on page 15 

Status: 

Threats:
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Continued from page 14

Previously the main collection areas were Assam and Meghalaya, 
especially in Goalpara, Dhubri, the Garo Hills, Haflong, Silchar, Hamren, 
North Cachar and Karbi Anglong. Today, Hill Mynas are mainly collected 
from areas around Siliguri as well as a few areas on the Indo–Nepal and 
Indo-Bhutan borders. Some chicks are collected from Mayurbhanj and 
Baripada districts in Orissa and reach Kolkata by bus via Kheojhar, 
Dhekikhot and Jassipur. Hill Mynas are also collected from Ganjam, 
Koraput, Kalahandhi, Dashpalla and neighbouring areas. Birds from the 
Western Ghats are sent to Aluva and Kozhikode in Kerala and then onwards 
to Mumbai and eastern India. 

The collection of chicks starts in April and lasts till July when second broods are harvested. Adults are trapped 
during November and December. They are caught using hanging nets at roost sites, or using a bird call lure and a 
bamboo net. In Kerala, bird-lime is sometimes used to trap adult Hill Mynas.

Birds from the northeast first reach sub-dealers in Silguri or Malda and then proceed towards Patna or Khatiyar in 
Bihar or Burdwan in West Bengal. The majority of the trade in Hill Mynas is handled by the Mirshikar traders 
from Patna and Kolkata. Domestic prices of Hill Myna range between INR 500 and INR 2000 for an individual, 
though the prices are generally higher for chicks. 

During transportation, the chicks are fed well so they do not beg for food, enabling their detection. Furthermore, 
the cages are covered with a dark cloth to keep the birds quiet. 

 Excessive trapping of Hill Mynas has had a serious impact on the species throughout its 
range.  In India, the locally known “Bastar” Hill Myna, once common in Chhattisgarh, is now almost extinct due to 
commercial exploitation (Bharos  2000). A minimum of 765 Hill Mynas were seized in 22 raids between 1989 
and 2001 across India (Ahmed 2002). Smuggling of Hill Mynas out of India to international markets, especially to 
the Middle East via Pakistan and Bangladesh has been regularly recorded. For instance, in March 2000 about 500 
Hill Mynas were seized at Mumbai airport destined for Sharjah (Ahmed 2002). 

In 2010, 400 Hill Mynas were seized from a Pakistani national at Dhaka Airport, Bangladesh. As the Hill Myna is 
virtually extinct in Bangladesh due to habitat destruction and over-exploitation for the pet-trade, these birds were 
believed to have been smuggled out of India. A suspicion backed up by the presence of Green Avadavats 

 in the consignment, a species endemic to India (Ahmed 2012). A more thorough study will 
reveal more on the impact of the bird trade on the wild Hill Myna population in India. In the meantime, 
enforcement efforts should be enhanced to curb the illegal trade of this species. 
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Hill Myna for sale 
at a market in 

Patna, Bihar
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