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FOREWORD

The Himalayas, the highest mountain system on planet Earth have always been a
source of awe, inspiration and spiritual solace. Home to a wide diversity of flora
and fauna, this mountain range has fostered human civilisations and cultures
across ages. The Himalayas encompass a humber of unique features, including
wetlands, glaciers and the source of several rivers truly making it the water tower
of Asia. As such, it is imperative to conserve this unique range of mountain
ecosystems for the future well being of many natural species, including humanity.

WWHEF-India is priviledged to be working in this region to support its conservation.

The snow leopard, an elusive and iconic species of the Greater and Trans-
Himalayas is one about which little is known even today. This is especially true of
the Indian Himalayas where information on snow leopard status and distribution
is sketchy across most of its range. WWF-India has conducted surveys in parts of
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh in the Northern Himalayas to assess the
status and distribution of snow leopard, its co-predators and prey species. This
document presents the findings of our surveys which we trust will serve as a
useful reference on the species in India and also as a base line on the areas
surveyed . We further hope that some of the findings will be useful in the
implementation of the recently launched Project Snow Leopard by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests.

For upscaling conservation initiatives in the Himalayas, the need for more
individuals to come forth is an imperative. We believe that such reports will
inspire those who may like to study snow leopards in the field - though this is not
the easiest of conservation efforts, given the terrain and climatic conditions - the
environment in a larger sense, is unsurpassed on earth.

WWE-India compliments Aishwarya Maheshwari, the author of this report for his
tenacity, diligence and hard work in carrying out the field work and preparing this
report. We also compliment the initiatives of Dr. Diwaker Sharma, Mr. Sujoy
Banerjee and many others, including the Forest Department personnel who
supported the work in the mountains.

Ravi Singh,
Secretary General and CEO
WWEFEF-India
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Om Parvat at Askot WLS

Camping site at Kugti WLS
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On field at Gangotri National Park
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