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This is the story of Harshit Sarkar, not only one of the key members of 
the Village-Development Committee, but a man who has dedicated
his life towards reviving among the villagers the long lost compassion for 
the jungle and help them understand that conservation is inevitable, is 
requisite, and there is no way out. He narrates his story: .....................read on
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When the going gets tough, 
the tough get going............

Masini  The Elephant Calf at 
Madumalai: Masini, the little elephant 
at Theppakadu elephant camp in 
Mudumalai National Park, is now 
doing just fine. She loves to be let out 
of her corral to play with people and 
run along side Manbar- the mahaut, 
nudging him out of balance at free will. 
She weighs 287 kilos and is eleven 
months old. ............................ read on
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WWF-India highlights TB problem 
among elephants: The occurance of 
Tuberculosis (TB) is on the rise 
among domestic elephants. The 
peculiarity of this disease among 
elephants is that unlike humans, the 
disease does not have strong 
physical manifestations or systems 
and the animals become acutely ill 
or dies without the disease being 
highlighted. ...........................read on

                                           Page 7

TRAFFIC Update

 Page 7

                   Page 1 Jungle Express 

Nature News.........Page 9

Lend your voice for the tiger 
by  jo in ing  the  onl ine  

Signature Campaign
Page 9

Q u i c k i e s . . . . . . . . :
Pic of the month.......Page 8
Funny Bone..............Page 8

Wild l i fe  Cr ime Contro l  
Bureau coming into place:

Ashok Pai, an IFS official from 
Ut tharakhand ,  has  been  
appointed as the joint director 
of the newly constituted 
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Harshit’with his
wife and children

When the going gets tough, 
the tough get going..............
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Success comes in stages…and every step taken towards it is an impetus in achieving a bigger goal…we bring to you an 
anecdote from the field where every yes, every recognition and every change towards accepting the need for 
conservation is a success…and as it has been rightly said that “If we humans learn to see the intricacies that bind one 
part of a natural system to another and then to us, we will no longer argue about the importance of wilderness 
protection, or over the question of saving endangered species, or how human communities must base their economic 
futures  not on short-term exploitation  but on long-term, sustainable development.” - Gaylord Nelson, Founder of 
Earth Day

Ramnagra, a small hamlet situated on the foothills of Pilibhit district in the state of Uttar Pradesh, is one of the few 
villages where conservation is gradually finding its home. Once a village, largely dependent on the forest for livelihood 
and fuel, now talks of protecting the forests and its amazing wildlife. Coming to terms with the need to stop aggressive 
exploitation of the surrounding flora and fauna, there are few who will go beyond limits to protect the vast wilderness.

This is the story of Harshit Sarkar, not only one of the key members of the Village-Development Committee (VDC), but 
a man who has dedicated his life towards reviving among the villagers the long lost compassion for the jungle and help 
them understand that conservation is inevitable, is requisite, and there is no way out. He narrates his story:

“I had grown up seeing the magnificent wilderness around me. I used to go the forest quite often and spend my after-
hours looking at vivid trees and dazzling beauty of colourful flowers. But as I grew older and took up responsibility, I 
gradually lost touch with nature. With three children, a wife and mother to look after, a mere income of Rs.1200/- per 
month as a labourer was making life not only difficult but impossible. Hunger and poverty was taking a heavy toll. With 
nothing to look forward to, I took up hunting as  this seemed like the only possible prospect to a decent living. But I 
could not endure it for long. Jungle is my heart, its wilderness is what I have grown up seeing, and killing it with my own 
hands, was something I just couldn't continue. Besides, increased monitoring and patrolling by the forest department, 
had made it a risky business and difficult to sustain. I just didn't know what to do. I couldn't see my children beg on the 
city streets and die of hunger and poverty. They had stopped going to school and would see their parents have sleepless 
nights. But  it is often said “while there's life, there is hope”. Having refused to do hunting, I decided not to give up and 
work harder. It was around this time that WWF-India came to our village and started its conservation programme. A 
Village-development committee was formed and I immediately decided to become a member. I actively participated in 
all its meetings and awareness camps. VDC started giving out loans to the villagers for self employment under its 
income generation scheme. Being an active member of the VDC and acknowledging the grave need for money, I was 
advised to start a poultry farm  where WWF (through VDC) would lend 50 per cent of the total amount required to start 
the business. I managed to collect the remaining 50 per cent and started a poultry farm in the small piece of land I had 

By Ginni Suri
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outside my house. My wife also joined in and together we 
managed to pull it through. And now, almost after a year, I have a 
decent income of Rs.9000/- per month, own a motorbike, my kids 
go to school, my wife can afford to wear new sarees and I am now 
a happy man. My perseverance has finally paid and I can't thank 
WWF-India enough for supporting me. I truly understand WWF's 
mission and feel it from my heart. I am a small villager, living a 
simple life, with nothing much to give in return, but what I 
promise to this organization is my life which is now dedicated to 
saving this magnificent wildlife.”

Today Harshit, while actively participates in all VDC 
programmes and educates people on issues concerning 
conservation, earns a decent living for his family. 

Like Harshit, WWF works with the communities in various villages through its Village-Development- Committees to 
provide the poor, striving villagers a better livelihood and reduce the chances of being used as mere puppets by selfish 
traders. Providing the villagers an alternate source of income and sanctioning loan for the same would not only give 
them a better living but also build a strong confidence in the cause and mission that WWF works for.   

Contact Ginni Suri at  gsuri@wwfindia.net

Harshit now runs a successful poultry business

Tattle - Tales

Meeting with the members of Jharkhand Legislative 
Assembly

Jharkhand Legislative Committee meets 
WWF-India:

In yet another step to sensitize the policy makers to the 
grave importance of environmental conservation, a 
meeting with the Legislative Committee from the state 
of Jharkhand, a new state carved out of the erstwhile 

Bihar state in 2000 was held at the WWF-India secretariat, 
here in New Delhi. The Committee, which was led by Shri 
Saryu Roy, MLA and Chairman of the Pollution Control and 
Environment Conservation Committee and four other 
members, requested WWF-India to sensitize them about the 
various issues concerning environment, forest and wildlife 
conservation. Presentations on the multifarious work of 
WWF-India were made by Dr. Parikshit Gautam, Director- 
Freshwater and Wetlands Programme, Sujoy Banerjee - 
Director, Species Conservation Programme and Vishaish 
Uppal - Senior Coordinator, Livelihoods Programme. 
Looking into various issues and concerns related to 
environment, climate change, forest, biodiversity and wildlife 
conservation, discussion for possible solutions to the 
problems were held. It was emphasized that since majority of 
the mineral wealth of the state lay beneath the forest areas, it is 
important to have an elaborate plan for sustainable 
development for the next fifteen years.

Contact Sujoy Banerjee at sbanerjee@wwfindia.net
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Judy and David from WWF-US meet with the villagers 

WWF-US evaluates the success of Health 
Programmes 

A team from WWF-US recently visited India to meet with 
the villagers of the Terai Arc Landscape to evaluate the 
success of the Health Programmes being carried out in the 
region. The team was impressed with the quality of work 
being preformed at the ground level and the 
overwhelming participation from the villagers.

The Health Programme was initiated in the year 2004 
with active support from Johnson and Johnson. The 
initiative started with 13 villages on the southern 
periphery of the Lagga Bagga forests which later (by 
2005) extended to seven more villages around Pilibhit 
and Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary. On request from the 
Field Director of Dudwa Tiger Reserve five more tribal 
(Tharu) villages were identified for the health programme 
and by 2006 there were as many as 25 villages across 
Chuka  Lagga Bagga  Kishanpur covered under the 
Johnson and Johnson Health Programme. 

These Health camps serve as a major stepping stone in 
winning the confidence of villagers and bringing a 
remarkable change in the level of acceptance for WWF's 
mission of conservation. There have been visible 
outcomes of these camps. The overwhelming response in 
the past few years has braced the need for more such 
camps. More than eleven thousand villagers have 
benefited from 44 camps organized in 25 different 
villages. Seen as a crucial confidence building measure 
undertaken to adapt villagers to a certain level of nature 

conservation, these camps have been beneficial in 
disseminating the message of protection and conservation of 
our pristine wildlife.

Contact Diwakar Sharma at  dsharma@wwfindia.net

A woman recieving medical aid at a Health camp  

Asian Rhinos and Elephant 
Action Strategy Update

Meeting with the officials from the Ministry of 
Environment and Forest

A review meeting of officials from the department of 
environment and forest and WWF-India was held in Assam to 
discuss urgent issues concerning wildlife protection, Human  
Wildlife Conflict and possible solutions for long term 
sustenance of wildlife with the state. The objective of the 
meeting was clearly defined as it focused on reviewing the 
conservation initiatives taken by WWF-India in Assam and 
devising strategies for reducing human wildlife conflict in the 
state in coming years. Based on a detailed presentation made by 
the WWF-India North Bank Landscape Team and Kaziranga 
Karbi-Anglong Team, a series of issues were brought to the 
forefront for discussion and effective actions. The meeting 
looked at the need for appropriate measures needed to mitigate 
Human Elephant Conflict in the area. Judicious distribution of 
searchlights among villagers, Ex-Gratia payments and 
compensation for crop and house damage were taken as few 
key initiatives that would help minimize the conflict. 
Furthermore, radio-collaring of identified problem-creating 
elephants was agreed upon along with monitoring the herd 
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Review meeting in Assam

movement to pre-empt accidents involving train hits. One of the key points for discussion was to identify critical 
wildlife areas as conservation reserves to allow free movement of elephants and avoid Human Elephant conflicts. 
Other issues discussed and agreed upon to improve the conservation scenario in Assam included:

•  Setting guidelines for transmission of electricity through wildlife areas to check electrocution of          
       elephants: spikes on poles, etc.
• Involvement of JFM Committees in conservation. 
• Scrutiny of court cases against people involved in retaliatory killings.
• Providing facilities and incentives to the frontline staff

The said outcome of the meeting was re-discussed and reviewed in a follow-up meeting with the Hon'ble Forest 
Minister of Assam Rockybul Hussain in the presence of officials from both WWF-India and the Department of Forest 
including the PCCF. The Minister expressed his willingness to extend all possible support to solve the issue of Human 
Elephant Conflict and requested WWF-India to submit a report indicating some critical areas with a conservation 
action plan based on ground experience of the areas.

Contact Tariq Aziz at 

The meeting and its outcomes is being seen as a major breakthrough and stepping stone in bolstering conservation 
efforts and devising a suitable future strategy to enhance wildlife protection work and fill all gaps that has been 
effecting the growth process. 

taziz@wwfindia.net
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Masini - The Elephant Calf at Madumalai

By Tariq Aziz

Masini with Manbar and his wife Padichi

Masini, the little elephant at Theppakadu elephant camp 
in Mudumalai National Park, is now doing just fine. Her 
weight (now 287 kilos) and good health today seemed 
like a distant dream eleven months ago when she was 
brought in to the elephant camp. Unconscious and 
severely dehydrated, Masini was battling for life. As 
soon as she arrived at the camp, hectic work started to 
save her. Manbar and his wife, Padichi, were called in. 
Having brought up three other calves in the camps, they 
knew exactly what was to be done. Both of them could 
not sleep the first night watching the ailing calf, feeding 
her at every opportunity. In no time Masini became like 
their own child. On the third day diarrhea dysentery had 
stopped and she could walk. “Life found a way”.

Masini is a wild elephant born with a free spirit. Attempts 
were made to attach her either to a wild herd or domestic cow 
elephant at the camp. But nothing seemed to work as by then 
Masini got deeply attached to Manbar and his wife. Even now, 
days after her recovery, both cannot disappear together from 
her sight. If that happens she creates a huge ruckus. She 
huddles close to Manbar when thunder and lightening scares 
her.  “We know that one day she will leave us and go under the 
care of a new mahaut” reveals Manbar. “We will, 
nevertheless, be proud to have saved an elephants life.” 

Contact Tariq Aziz at taziz@wwfindia.net
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WWF-India highlights TB problem among 
elephants

By Sujoy Banerjee

The occurance of Tuberculosis (TB) is on the rise among 
domestic elephants. The peculiarity of this disease among 
elephants is that unlike humans, the disease does not have 
strong physical manifestations or systems and the animals 
become acutely ill or dies without the disease being 
highlighted. Since TB is a communicable disease, it can 
not only spread among domestic elephants but there is 
also a strong likelihood of wild population getting 
infected since domestic elephants also graze in the forests 
and often mate with their wild counterparts.

To highlight this problem among senior officers Hank 
Hammat, Executive Director, Elephant Care International 
was invited to give a talk on this serious issue to senior 
officers of the government. His presentation was attended 
by Inspector General of Forests & Director, Project 
Elephant and Chief Wildlife Wardens of six elephant 
range states. WWF-India also looks forward to 
conducting trainings of veterinarians handling elephants 
on TB testing in the near future. 

Contact Sujoy Banerjee at  sbanerjee@wwfindia.net

( )Illegal Wildlife Trade
TRAFFIC

Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
Coming into place

Ashok Pai, an IFS official from Uttharakhand, has been 
appointed as the joint director of the newly constituted 
National Wildlife Crime Control Bureau. Pai, who was earlier 
posted with the Cabinet Secretariat at the Centre, will hold a 
full time position in the bureau. With this, the Wildlife Crime 
Control Bureau is shaping up and moving towards its goal of 
combating illegal wildlife trade.
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Set up at the behest of the Prime Minister to combat the 
growing illegal wildlife trade, the Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau is a multi-disciplinary organization with Forest, 
Police and other officials. The bureau has been established to 
develop infrastructure and capacity building for scientific 
and professional investigation into wildlife crimes and assist 
state governments to ensure success in prosecutions related 
to wildlife crime and strengthen enforcement and criminal 
provisions of the Wildlife Protection Act.

The Ministry of Forest and Environment has created the 
bureau with five regional offices in Delhi, Mumbai, 
Chennai, Kolkata and Jabalpur and three sub-regional 
offices in Kochi, Amritsar and Guwahati. 
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The Ministry has constituted an Advisory Group for the bureau under the chairmanship of Director General of Forests & 
Special Secretary, MoEF, to suggest measures for efficient enforcement of the mandate of Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
and provide necessary guidelines whenever required. This advisory group brings in expertise from various non-
government organizations including Samir Sinha from TRAFFIC-India, Ashok Kumar from Wildlife Trust of India, 
Sanjay Upadhyay of Enviro Legal Defence Firm and Nitin Desai of Wildlife Protection Society of India, besides three 
wildlife wardens. “The bureau now needs to start functioning quickly and take up its goal. We will be giving our full 
support to the bureau and be working very closely towards combating illegal wildlife trade”, said Samir Sinha, Head of 

thTRAFFIC India, after the first ever meeting of the advisory board held in New Delhi on the 6  of September. 

During the meeting, the board suggested ways to strengthen enforcement and criminal provisions of the Wildlife 
Protection Act and looked at fostering international cooperation for combating illegal wildlife trade. Discussions were 
also held on strengthening forensics, managing information, capacity building and establishing links with other 
enforcement agencies, both nationally and internationally.

Contact Samir Sinha at sshinha@wwfindia.net

Funny Bone Pic of the Month

Be part of the Jungle Express and send your best 
photographic experience in the wild at gsuri@wwfindia.net

Contact Usha Dilip at ushadilip@gmail.com

Photographed by Usha Dilip

Got You!

The chameleon’s famous colour changes are not due to 
environment, as it is commonly believed, but due to 

emotions and temperature. Its reactions are very much 
like ours - it becomes pale with fright, and dark with 
anger! In the dark it is beautiful cream, but exposure to 
sun will make it a dull black! Another interesting feature 
of the chameleon is the turret-mounted eye which can be 
rotated independently, so that while one eye is searching 
for insects on the branches above, the other keeps a 
lookout for enemies down below: Only when the tongue 
shoots out to catch prey, both the eyes concentrate on the 
victim, probably to gauge the distance and direction 
better. Thee target is rarely missed.

Padma Rajagopal
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Nature News

Wildlife & Endangered Species

Tribals vs wildlife: Govt to mark ‘inviolate areas’ in tiger 
reserves. There is a reason why the implementation of the 
controversial Tribal Act has been held up. Before the 
government comes up with final rules to enforce the law, it 
wants to complete another mammoth exercise — preparing 
guidelines for declaring large tracts of forest land as “critical 
wildlife habitats”.  For more: 

Tigers rediscovered in Maharashtra rainforest. At least 20 
tigers have resurfaced in a tropical rainforest in western India, 
almost three decades after it was thought that poaching had 
wiped them out there, experts said. For more: 

With tiger gone, leopard is the king of Sariska now. Almost 
three years after the disappearance of tigers from the Sariska 
Tiger Reserve in Alwar district of Rajasthan, the leopard has 
taken over as the apex animal. For more: 

Most polar bears could be lost by 2050: report. Two-thirds 
of the world's polar bear population could be gone by 
midcentury if predictions of melting sea ice hold true, the U.S. 
Geological Survey reported.  For more: 

Treaty may restart polar bear hunts in Russia: WWF. A 
new Russia-U.S. treaty could allow hunters in Russia to kill 
polar bears, a species already under threat from global 
warming, WWF said. For more: 

Asiatic Lions: New reserve on the anvil. Gujarat, the only 
home of the Asiatic lion, had until now not agreed to give any 
of them for a proposed sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh, even 
though the lions in Gir were under threat from poachers, 
epidemics and natural disasters. For more: 

Courtesy: Gita Warrier 
Library & Documentation Officer
WWF-India

http://www.indianexpress.com/story/221589.html

http://in.reuters.com/article/topNews/idINIndia-
29457220070911

http://www.thehindu.com/2007/09/08/stories/20070908544605
00.htm

http://www.reuters.com/article/scienceNews/idUSN072129862
0070907

http://www.enn.com/animals/article/23333

http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN
20070026916

Editor: Ginni Suri, Species Communication Officer
Contact Ginni Suri at gsuri@wwfindia.net, Tel:+91-11-41504783 Fax: +91-11-41504782

For more information on our projects please visit our  website www.wwfindia.org

Meet the Team

Geeta Rana has been working as a Project Officer with 
WWF-India TAL Ramnagar Field Office. Since Geeta 
joined the organization in 2005 and since then has been 
working with community based organizations. She feels 
that a community once motivated can be led to any 
direction for conservation and development. Prior to this 
Geeta has worked as a community organizer and 
facilitator for projects like Watershed Management and 
Swajal project of Govt. of Uttarakhand. Geeta is a 
Graduate in Science and is perusing her Post graduation 
in Social Science from Garhwal University. She wants to 
devote her self into conservation through social service. 

Geeta Rana
Project Officer
WWF-India Ramnagar Field Office

     Signature  Campaign

The fact cannot be denied that the tigers in India are 
under tremendous threat for survival and the general 
public needs to support the cause of tiger conservation 
in a large way. With this objective in mind WWF-India 
has initiated a signature campaign called "Roar of the 
Tiger".

If you care for the tiger and want  it to thrive in the 
wild, then lend your voice by joining the online 
signature campaign.

(Designed by: Ginni Suri)


