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Where will the Tigers and Elephants go? No one has an 
answer to this question in the wake of the proposal of 
constructing one of the largest neutrino labs in buffer 
forests of Singara in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, 
Tamil Nadu. It is indeed ironical, that the recently de-
clared Tiger reserve will soon have a sprawling lab, 
teeming with people. Of course, it will be at the cost of 
wildlife abundant in the area as on date.

The 900-crore project involves some leading scientific 

organisations- Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, IIT Mumbai, Institute 
of Mathematical Sciences- who have played an instru-
mental role in some of India’s most significant scien-
tific research.

This laboratory will help the scientists study small par-
ticles called “Neutrinos” which will help in understand-
ing how the universe was formed. It is expected that 
such a study will lead to path breaking discoveries and 
propel India in the global race of scientific research.

But it is only a lab, one would say. What harm can it 
do? To answer that question, one needs to understand 
what this lab is all about.

The lab, to begin with, has to be located over a kilome-
ter below the surface of earth. For achieving this, a 2.3 
km long tunnel, with a cavern at the end and will be 
dug up using about 450 tons of explosives and expel 
2,25,000 cubic meters of earth. About 52,000 tons of 
sand, 17,000 tons of steel and over 100,000 tons of 
jelly (broken stone) and an additional 100,000 tons of 
steel for the iron calorie meter would be needed. Add 
to this the number of vehicles going around the highly 
sensitive area transporting this 300,000 tons of mate-
rial, which will be transported through two Tiger 
Reserves (Mudumalai and Bandipur), an important cor-
ridor between Masinagudi and Singara. That is the 
equivalent of one 10 ton truck passing through these 
Tiger Reserves every 15 minutes for 10 hours daily, for 
two years and one month! 

Is Science Bigger Than 
Nature?
IndIan neutrIno observatory In 
MuduMalaI tIger rserve Is all set to 
wIpe nature out
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And this is not all. One can now imagine the number of 
workers that will be required to make this massive un-
derground structure. This is topped by the pressure on 
forests by the workers who will stay there. Just like the 
ones who came during PUSHPEP work and never went 
back. Today there are 18,000 people living in that area, 
all dependent on the forests.

Some ecologically harmful chemicals such as heavy 
water would be needed for this laboratory.  And all this 
is to be constructed in an area, which became home to 
Tigers, Elephants and other wildlife, long before any 
scientist discovered the neutrino.

Neutrinos are sub-atomic particles and can pass undis-
turbed through any matter and are very difficult to de-
tect. In an underground laboratory, rocks can block 
their movement and that is the reason why Sinagra 
was chosen as the site – it has dense granite under-
neath its forests – and has easy access to Mysore (only 
90 km) and Coimbatore (100 km).  Some of the 
ground-work has already been done by the existing 
Pykara Ultimate Stage Hydro Electric Project (PUSHPEP), 
a hydro-electric project of the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment.

This may sound like a good enough reason to build the 
observatory only at Singara. But this needs to be con-
sidered that the road cuts right through a very impor-
tant wildlife corridor, the Kallamalai-Singara-Avarahalla 
corridor, used by wild animals to move between the 

Mudumalai Tiger Reserve and the Segur plateau and 
the Eastern Ghats. With 25% of Asian Elephant popula-
tion and stable Tiger numbers, Mudumalai is interna-
tionally recognised for its wildlife, which supports not 
only India’s largest Tiger and Elephant populations but 
most likely the world largest single population of Tigers 
and Elephants. But soon this paradise for animals may 
change for worse. 

This project will decimate this prime habitat. And no 
assurances from the scientific community can stop 
this. With a project of this magnitude, promises would 
fall short.  Though assurances were given that minimal 
damage will be made to the area when construction for 
PUSHPEP was underway, quarry muck was dumped 
into the Karimar water hole, which flows into the Moyar 
river. This contaminated the entire river, making the 
water unpotable for the animals and people alike. The 
river finally choked and the sluice gate at Glenmorgan 
near the picturesque hill station of Ooty was opened to 
flush the river. Despite this, there has been a slow 
leaching of contaminants into the river. Huge loss of 
indigenous fish and other aquatic species on this stretch 
of the river is reported and the entire impact of the 
project on the acquatic fauna is still not known entirely. 
Or the numerous animals that suffered when the only 
perennial water source in the Mudumalai Reserve was 
clogged up.

Its not that Singara is the only place available in the 
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entire country for the project. The original site at Kolar 
Gold fields may be the most suitable given the fact that 
this site was given up due to the closure of the mining 
operations. The scientists felt that the maintenance 
was a problem, the cost of which is miniscule com-
pared to the cost of the entire project. Certainly the 
shaft and access roads will have to be enlarged to han-
dle the transport needed to transfer the construction 
material, but this should still work out cheaper than a 
new facility.

The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, a 5,000 odd square kilo-
metres of forest, is the biggest contiguous forest in 
Asia, and contains a very good population of Tigers and 
the largest number of Asian Elephant and a host of 
other critically endangered species. While WWF ac-
knowledges the importance of neutrino observatory for 
the advancement of scientific research in India, we feel 
that this should not be undertaken at the cost of the 
last few rich habitats of wild animals in the country.
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This is the claim made by the officials of the Sundarbans 
Tiger Reserve after the carcass of an adult male was 
found floating in the Bidya river by tourists on 6th 
October ‘08. This exposes the myth that whether 
Sundarbans is a safe haven for the big cat. 

Three persons were later arrested from Jharkhali by a 
police team. All three in their thirties were handed over 
to the Criminal Investigation Department (CID), which 
is probing the incident. Said the Forest Minister Ananta 

Roy, “It seems to have been poached”.  Field Director, 
Sundarbans Tiger Reserve (TR), Mr. Neeraj Singhal 
said, “The men were involved in an earlier case of deer 
poaching. In the Tiger death case they are either di-
rectly involved or a part of a gang”.

The Tiger had two bullets- later found to have been 
fired from a country made revolver- lodged in the back 
of his head. Instead of burying the carcass, it has been deer hunters caught for 

kIllIng tIger In sundarbans?

© Martin HARVEY / WWF-Canon
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preserved in the Dobanki forest office, in case it is 
needed during investigations later. After preliminary 
investigations Field Director, Sundarbans TR quickly re-
futed the charges of poaching. He said, “Had the ani-
mal been killed by poachers, they would have taken 
away the carcass. But all its parts, including the skin 
and claws were intact”. He also said, “The killers were 
trying to kill deer which is extremely saleable at this 
time of the year”. He said the Tiger could have been 
killed 3-4 days ago and the killers left in a rush for the 
fear of being caught.

The ever vulnerable Tigers in Sundarbans will soon be 
protected round-the-clock. After the recent killing, sur-
veillance will now be stepped up. The FD also pointed 
out that the anti-poaching camps were earlier opera-
tional for 6 months in a year due to adverse weather 
conditions, but not anymore. Considering the enormity 
of the situation, leave of the forest guards has been 
cancelled and they have been called back from the fes-
tivities. With the latest reports that Bangladeshi goons 
are entering Sundarbans through Bagmara area, deci-
sion was taken to set up camps there. This develop-
ment came on close heels after UNESCO raised their 
doubts and questioned the authorities as to how the 
Tiger was killed.

Not only this, to nab the poachers on the Indian side, 
joint camps with the Border Security Force (BSF) is 
also in the pipeline. Mr. Singhal said the Sundarbans 

Reserved Forest authorities are already operating a 
camp with the BSF at Khatuadgiri area to keep a close 
watch at the porous parts of the mangrove forests ar-
eas from where the villagers enter and exit the 
Sundarbans.

Now Sundarbans has one Tiger less. May be it’s just a 
Tiger for some, but for others its one of the last re-
maining Tigers, who will go extinct and will never re-
turn. If nothing is done to save them.

© Gerald S. CUBITT / WWF-Canon
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Little Rhino dies in 
Manas

an orphaned rhIno calf 
kIlled by an adult rhIno.
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A 5-year-old orphaned Rhino calf was killed by an adult 
Rhino in Manas National Park in September. She was 
rescued after her mother was brutally killed by poach-
ers in Kaziranga and was shifted form the Center of 
Wildlife Rehabilitation and Conservation (CWRC) in 
Kaziranga to the Rhino camp in Manas National Park.

The trouble started after one of the two wild Rhino 
translocated from Pobitara to Manas under the IRV 
2020 programme went astray. After 14 days he was 
captured and brought back to Manas. It was then de-
cided that he would be kept in the electric fenced en-
closure and away form the calf, for her own safety. This 
enclosure with different sections also housed other 

hand reared rhinos under a rehab programme along 
with the calf. The Rhino monitoring team was instruct-
ed to keep the calf under observation.

The calf wasn’t too happy with the wild male Rhino’s 
presence and some sounds were heard from her enclo-
sure in the beginning. There was no untoward incident 
thereafter. With all the Rhinos being calm, it was for-
gotten to separate the calf from the adults and since 
her part of the enclosure was surrounded by tall grass, 
the team could not observe her regularly.

With no reason to worry, the team wasn’t expecting the 
rude shock. On 18th September the calf was found 

dead after a foul smell started emanating from the en-
closure. She was killed by one of the adults. 

Talking about the calf Mr. Deba Dutta says, “The little 
Rhino calf was very playful and would walk very close 
to the fence with us. Sometimes she even ran as if rac-
ing us. On the other occasions she walked slowly, 
browsing the grass”.

WWF is extremely sad at having lost this calf as every 
lost life is a set back to the efforts to save these last 
remaining Rhinos of India.
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Victims of 
our trains
pregnant feMale run 
over by two traIns In 
assaM

On 15th October an Elephant was run over by a train 
while she was crossing a railway track. This track was 
running right through the Elephant’s home range in the 
proposed Deepor Bheel Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam, 
near Guwhati. She was first hit by a goods train and 
while she lay injured on the track, she was hit by a pas-
senger train. The postmortem revealed that the 
Elephant was aged between 30-40 years and was preg-
nant with a male calf. 

WWF’s partner organisation, The Assam Elephant 
Foundation, the Forest Department and local people 
were instrumental in rescuing the critically injured 
Elephant. Two trained Elephants, Babool and Alaka 
were used to escort the victim to a temporary shelter 

built at a safe distance from the tracks. Dr. Bijoy Gogoi 
and his assistant Mr. Borbora from the Assam state zoo 
were the first to reach the accident site for emergency 
treatment. Thereafter, a team of experts from the 
College of Veterinary Sciences, Khanapara led by Dr. 
Bijoy Dutta and Dr. Bhupen Sarma arrived to provide all 
necessary treatment. Doctors from WTI and BNHS also 
came to assist the other doctors. 

The incident happened at around 9.50 p.m. and by 
midnight personnel from the Forest Department, led by 
Chief Conservator of Forests Mr. B.S. Bonal were pres-
ent at the site of the accident. District administration 
and the police were also present.

WWF liaisoned with the Forest Department and took up 
the case with the Ministry of Railways. WWF suggested 
ways to minimise accidents on this stretch. Many such 

efforts have been made in the past to educate the 
Indian Railways personnel. WWF had organised an ori-
entation workshop in May ’08 for train drivers jointly 
with Assam Elephant Foundation, GHARUA – an NGO,  
and the Assam Forest Department. N.F. Railways also 
contributed in this workshop and was attended by 60 
frontline staff of the Railways. The drivers were sensi-
tised as to how they could avert such accidents. Many 
studies have also been undertaken to identify critical 
sections prone to accidents and Elephants have been 
regularly monitored to understand their use of railway 
tracks in these sections.

Not only did we lose an Elephant, but a unborn calf too. 
The trains will not stop, but the deaths must.
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wwf provIdes a boat to 
sathyaMangalM forest dIvIsIon. 
where one fInds endangered 
anIMals and poachers too.

Sathyamangalam Forest Division is one of the largest 
divisions in Tamilnadu, India. Bavanisagar Range, the  
southern most part is isolated by the Bhavanisagar 
Reservoir, which is one of the world’s largest earthen 
dam. With a good population of Elephants and Tigers, 
this area is extremely sensitive and intense anti poach-
ing patrols are carried out. The western banks of the 
Bhavanisagar reservoir is a blind area and difficult to 
reach, but is home to Tigers and Elephants.  The anti-
poaching teams found it very difficult to patrol the 
area. The lake is exposed to winds from the South 
West and North East monsoon, which produce very 

heavy waves. 

Considering all these factors, WWF recently provided 
the Sathyamangalam Forest Division (FD) with a mo-
tor boat. Armed with this 5-seater boat, it now takes 
only two hours for the team to reach Uppupallam, 
compared to the earlier 12 hours. Now this boat can 
over take any of the country boats and keep a check 
on their movement. The fiber glass boat can easily do 
10 km/h in difficult waters and is light enough for the 
team to pull and hid on the shore to continue their 

©deep Contractor/ WWF-India

Rowing Out Trouble      

jungle patrolling.

With this boat available for patrolling, we now hope 
that the wildlife of this region can be safeguarded and 
the effect of the anti poaching teams gets extended 
into the reservoir.
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Villagers Go Natural
vIllagers fInd a way to strIke a 
balance

Seven landless families of the SAL SHG of village 
Manakandpur can now vouch that going natural pays. 
In efforts to minimize the pressure on the forests, WWF 
is providing alternative livelihoods to these people. And 
what better way than to make organic compost!

These seven poor families belong to the lowest strata 
of the society. With no land to call their own in a place 
where agriculture is the only source of income, these 
people were entirely dependent on the forest produce 
for sustenance. 

But bio-dynamic heap came to their rescue! WWF initi-
ated this project and provided necessary training and 
resources. These families have been able to produce 38 
quintals of compost, generating a revenue of Rs. 3,800 
over a period of five months. Their produce was then 
bought by the Terai West Forest Division, for their plan-
tation drive.

Now the Forest Department has come forward to pro-
vide their support to this initiative. They have agreed to 
allow the villagers to collect dry leaves during the fire 
season to produce compost. The villagers, accompa-

nied by officials will now be able to enter the forests, 
negating any chances of conflict with wild animals.

This effort is now showing results and WWF plans to 
include more and more of these poor families in this 
project. It is expected that this initiative will signifi-
cantly contribute towards conservation, other than pro-
viding a meaningful livelihood option to this section of 
the society.

  
© Anurah danda, WWF India.
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Rescue Stories
crocodIle, hog deer 
and an elephant calf 
saved In the wIld.

elephant rescued In assaM 

Early morning at 6 a.m., Sanjay from WWF’s Assam 
office got a call. He didn’t know that he was being called 
to save a baby who was lost. 

The baby was actually a one-year-old male Elephant, 
abandoned by his herd. He was found in a crop field 
flanked by a tea estate one side and the Nameri 
Reserved Forest on the other.  The calf didn’t know 
where his family was and was distraught at not being 
at the side of his mother.

Gathering a few kunkis (domestic Elephants expert in 
capturing wild ones),Sanjay went out to rescue the 
calf. Armed with ropes, he approached the Elephant on 
a kunki back and successfully captured him.

The calf was later examined by Dr. K. K. Sarmah, an 
Elephant expert from Guwahati. A local vet was also 
consulted. He was in a good condition, was fed with 
Lactogen 2, and enjoyed jaggery too! Basic medicines 
were also administered.

All efforts were made to locate the herd till 4 in the 
afternoon. But sadly it could not be found and the calf 
had to be brought back to the nearest Forest Range of-
fice at Ameribari. 

An Elephant calf is dependent on its mother for milk till 

it’s about 3 yeas of age. They learn to balance them-
selves and use their trunks from their mothers and 
other members of the herd. Also as babies they are 
susceptible to attacks from predators and need to be 
safeguarded by adults. Elephants have complex social 
behaviour, with babies emotionally dependent on their 
mothers and other adults. So it’s all the more important 
for them to spend the formative years of their lives with 
their families. 

The authorities are still deciding whether to send him to 
the rescue center or to release him in the wild later 
on.

© A. Christy Williams

© Shivaji Chavan, WWF
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hog deer rescued 

When it rains it pours and sweeps animals off their feet. 
Literally.

South Sonaripur Range in the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve 
(TR) was flooded by the waters of the Suheli river. 
Amidst all the water, the villagers of Chaurakhara Farm 
spotted two Hog Deer fawns being washed off by the 
flood waters.  Mr. Lakhvinder Singh informed WWF’s 
Palia office.

Mr. Radheyshyam Bhargava, from WWF reached the 
spot and with the help of the villagers, made the fawns 
float through the water by using tyre tubes. This team 
was later joined by others from WWF and the Deputy 
Director, Mr. P. P. Singh from Dudhwa TR.

This rescue operation was not without its dangers. Mr. 
Mudit Gupta, Project Officer, WWF Palia office, while 
walking over a log of wood, kept for the use of animals 
to cross over the dangerous flood water, slipped and 
fell into the river. The Deputy Director then jumped off 
himself and rescued Mudit. 

Unfortunately after much hard work, one of the fawns 
couldn’t be saved, but the other was safely released 
back into the Dudhwa TR.
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crocodIle rescued In pIlIbhIt

Even an animal as strong as the crocodile was no match 
for the flood waters in the Aatha Parivar area, under 
Puraina Taluk Maharajpur village of Pilibhit Forest 
Division.

The 10-foot giant, weighing a massive 230-300 kg was 
captured from the pond of Mr. Hazra Sarkar. The 
Crocodile had been terrorizing the villagers for about 
4-5 days. This rescue operation was jointly conducted 
by the Forest Department and officials from WWF 
Pilibhit office and the local villagers. 

The crocodile was later released back into the Sharda 
river.
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It was in April 2008 when eminent wildlife biologist and 
WWF-India’s Hony. Scientific Advisor Dr. A. J. T. 
Johnsingh visited some PAs of northern West Bengal 
with an invitation from the Chief Wildlife Warden 
(CWLW) of the state. After the trip, Dr. Johnsingh sug-
gested that conservation potential of Jaldapara Wildlife 
Sanctuary (JWS) and Buxa Tiger Reserve (BTR) can be 
achieved if only there is effective connectivity between 
the two and also with surrounding forests in Bhutan 
and Assam. As a rational follow-up to these sugges-
tions, the CWLW of West Bengal requested WWF-India 
to look into the feasibility of taking up the task of pre-
paring the Tiger Conservation Plan for BTR-JWS land-
scape which is also popularly known as Eastern 
Dooars.  
With this background, WWF-India Khangchendzonga 

Landscape Programme with support from TRAFFIC-
India took up the work under the guidance of Dr. 
Johnsingh. A meeting regarding this involving the offi-
cials of the Wildlife Wing of Forest Dept., Govt. of West 
Bengal was convened at BTR on 11 October 2008 and a 
roadmap for the forthcoming work was prepared. 

This was followed by field visits to different parts of 
both BTR and JWS for gathering primary information 
between 12-16 October 2008. During this period, joint 
team of Forest Department and WWF-India visited 
Rajabhatkhawa, Bholka, Kumargram, Jayanti and Pana 
ranges of BTR and three other ranges within JWS. A 
total of four months have been kept for preparation of 
this TCP during which following activities are planned - 

Connecting The 
Home of The Tiger
wwf prepares to conserve 
the tIger of eastern dooars, 
west bengal.

BY dIPAnKAR GHOSE And RAJARSHI 
CHAKRABORTY
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1. Primary data from all the ranges will be collected by 
representative of WWF-India in collaboration with the 
Forest Department regarding habitat conditions, occur-
rence of tiger and its prey-base and extent of anthro-
pogenic disturbance.

2. Corridors between the two PAs and between the 
Eastern Dooars and Assam and Bhutan will be evalu-
ated regarding potential of tiger movement between 
the trans-boundary PAs.

3. The frequency of tiger and other predator signs will 
be evaluated through sign surveys in potential tiger 
habitats.

4. Relatively smaller patches of undisturbed habitats 
with potential for tiger breeding or mini-core areas 
have to be identified which will ensure long term sur-
vival of the tiger in the above-mentioned landscape.

5. The TCP will be formulated following the guidelines 
provided by the National Tiger Conservation Authority. 
After the above-mentioned baseline data are collected 
the first part of the TCP describing the existing situa-
tion will be prepared. Following this, WWF-India will 
work with the PA managers to prepare the future strat-
egy for tiger conservation in BTR-JWS landscape. 

Jungle Express will keep you updated on this.      
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wwf celebrates the wIldlIfe 
week In Its landscapes.

A Week For Wildlife teraI arc landscape- raMnagar

WWF reached approximately 4,000 people during the 
Wildlife Week. An appeal was made to the people of 
Uttarakhand through a newspaper, asking them to help 
save the wildlife.

A drawing competition was organised for the school 
children of the Mount Sinai Public School of Ramnagar. 
In Kunkhet village the celebrations began after remem-
bering Mahatma Gandhi’s 139th birth anniversary. 
Children then enthusiastically participated in a rally and 
skits.

Elephants got special attention too. At the Bijrani gate 
of the Corbett Tiger Reserve, the safari Elephants were 
paraded with huge banners on them, with messages on 
their behaviour in the wild.

Kotabag- an important corridor used by Elephants, se-
verely affected by Human-Elephant wildlife conflict- 
saw WWF initiate a dialogue with the local villagers for 
the future plans of considering their village. School 
children here too participated in skits, organised by 
Durga- a Self Help Group promoted by WWF.

Amangarh and Kiripur areas, under the Bijnor Social 
Forestry Division are both sensitive locations. Amangarh 
with populations of Tigers, Elephants, Leopards and 
wild ungulates has been in the news for poaching and 
other wildlife related crimes. On the other hand, villag-

ers of Kiripur are dependent on forests for fuel, fodder 
and NTFP. WWF and the Forest Department tried to 
sensitise the locals here.

Similar activities were organised with the school chil-
dren of the Terai East Forest Division, Terai West Forest 
Division and Terai Central Forest Division.

Children of the Eco-club of Lamachaur High School ap-
proached WWF with the request for celebrating the 
Wildlife Week in the Haldwani area.

And towards the end of the week, children of Ramnagar 
participated in a candlelight vigil. About 150 children of 
the age group between 8-17 years from WWF’s partner 
organisation- Youth for a Living Planet- shouted slogan 
to tell the world that they care for the Tiger and want it 
saved.

This Wildlife Week WWF took along the children with 
them, the future hope for the wildlife of India, and be-
lieves that the animals do have a saviour in them.
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ranthaMbhore natIonal park

By Lima Rosalind

Despite long standing conservation measures, such as 
wildlife monitoring and anti- poaching operations, the 
poaching of endangered wildlife species: especially the 
Tiger persists. The local communities are highly depen-
dent upon the natural resources for their subsistence 
livelihoods while the basic community infrastructure 
and social services remain poor in the area. 

Looking at these factors WWF-India has commenced 
work around the Ranthambore National Park (RNP). 
Through this WWF-India aims at facilitating the intro-
duction of alternate sources of livelihood which in turn 
will increase the general standard of the communities 
that live around the Park. And the Wildlife Week was 
celebrated there too. 

An opportunity to start the environment education pro-
grammes in collaboration with the schools both govern-
ment run and private school in our experimental vil-
lages begins with the celebration of the Wildlife week in 
the first week of October. To increase our  reach to this 
large number of school children was through the means 
of a gathering  where all the school children get to-
gether for a half a day of competitions, like painting,  
quiz time etc.

The National Green Corps, the Forest Department and 
WWF-India, got together to plan for this week.  

WWF team met the school teachers of the primary 
boys, secondary and higher secondary school and a 
primary girl’s school and apprised them of the celebra-
tions planned. On our part we distributed the painting 
material for the event.  All other planning of meeting 
the school teachers, headmasters in Buripahadi were 
made and dates finalized. The winners of the competi-
tions will be taken on a tour of the RNP as announced 
by the Dy.Director of the Park, Mr. Shekhawat. 
   
The week began with a Wildlife Quiz competition on  
1st October. Mr. Baudutt Sharma, District Education 
Officer (DEO) was the chief guest. More than two hun-
dred and Fifty students from 15 schools participated in 
this event.  Painting Competitions, debates, Rallies 
were held for the schools in the Sawai Madhopur 
Town.  

On the 6th activities like painting and quiz were held 
for our experimental village – Buripahadi. Five hundred 
and fifty school children from seven schools took part 
in this programme. Snacks were distributed for stu-
dents and teachers and village elders . This was a first 
of its kind for these school children and the villagers. 
The prize winners were taken to the city to receive their 
prizes from the Chairman of the Municipal Corporation 
Mr. B.L. Yadav, who was our chief Guest for the finale.
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satpuda-MaIkal landscape

On the occasion of Wildlife Week celebrations, WWF fe-
licitated the villagers of Borikokate, Salai, Salaikala, 
Navargaon, Garamsur, Adegaon and Pendri. Despite re-
peated attacks by Tigers and Leopards for the last 8 
years, the villagers have not indulged in any retaliatory 
killing or harmed wildlife. To recognise their effort, 
WWF gave them trophies and certificates. A function 
was organised in Nagpur and was attended by the 
Forest Department and the villagers.
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Let’s talk about 
them too.

beautIful wIld anIMals
of IndIa, whIch never
get talked about.

by Deep J. Contractor

DHOLE

Classification
Kingdom: Animalia 
Phylum: Chordata 
Class:  Mammalia 
Order:  Carnivora 
Family:  Canidae
Scientific Name:  Cuon alpinus 

The reddish brown Dhole (Cuon alpinus) is a uniquely 

Asian forest dog. The Dhole’s current range extends 
from Central and Eastern Asia to the forest tracts of 
India, Burma, and the Malayan Archipelago. It is a me-
dium – sized dog with shorter legs and ears and bush-
ier black tail as compared to the domestic dog. Also 
known as the Asiatic Wild dog, Dhole is considered 
primitive due to the absence of one set of molars in its 
lower jaw. It weighs around 12 -18 kg and has a body  
length of roughly 90 cm. It’s most peculiar feature is 
the shrill whistle it uses to communicate. It is also 
known to yelp and whine. 

The Dhole occupies a variety of habitats. In India, it is 
found in the tropical dry and moist deciduous forests 
south of River Ganges especially in the Central Indian 
Highlands and the Eastern and Western Ghats. It also 
occurs throughout the North Eastern region in the 
states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Meghalay as 
well as in West Bengal. 
Dholes are highly social and found in packs of 6 -10 
dogs. They are communal hunters and have been ob-
served to form packs as large as 30 animals. The dhole 
is a crepuscular forager but is known to hunt at any-
time of day or night. It takes small prey such as bee-
tles, rodents or birds but mostly relies on medium to 
large bodied ungulates. It is also known to ingest grass 
occasionally possibly for its anti - helminthic function 
rather than for nutrition. It is a capable swimmer and 
often drives its prey into water. They often start eating 
the prey while it is still alive. It breeds communally 
with most pack members helping to feed or guard the 
pups. 
Habitat loss and decline in prey species along with in-
tense persecution and conflict with humans are the 
major conservation threats faced by wild Dhole popu-
lations. They are included in CITES Appendix II and 
Endangered in the IUCN Red Data Book and their pop-
ulation has a decreasing trend in the wild.
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