
The Jungle Express
June 2008 

�

The Jungle Express
June 2008 

     The Jungle Express
November 2008 



The Jungle Express
June 2008 

 

 c
o

N
TE

N
Ts

  

Stuck in 
the tea 
estate.
Page 6

 cover story 

What’s on the ground

12    The Leopard who couldn’t outrun his 
        death.
        A Leopard who was run over by a speeding   
        vehicle was cremated by WWF

13    Down the well
        A full grown Tiger rescued from a well in  
        Assam

14   No respite for the Tigers in the wild
        A Tiger poached near Kanha 
        Tiger Reserve and another moves out of the 
        Reserve into a village

15  Let’s talk about them too
       Beautiful wild animals of India which never get 
      talked about

© A. christy Williams

3   Inauguration of the Niek van Heijst   
     Community Conservation Center
     Niek’s plan to save the Earth in force, long 
     after he left us.

5   Inauguration of Darrang College
     WWF dedicates centre in memory of young 
     conservationist

WWF in action   

6   Stuck in the tea estate
     WWF rescues a Leopard from a noose in the 
     Nilgiris.

7   Danger from domestic cousins?     
     Mass vaccination of domestic cattle organised in 
     the fringe areas of Kaziranga National Park and 
     the river islets of the Brahamaputra to save the 
     wild ones.

9   Finding their way through     
     Forest Department trains its personnel to use 
     GPS with the help of WWF

�

 
co

N
TE

N
Ts

11   Aim, shoot, check!
       WWF organised a workshop for the Forest 
      Department on tranquilisation techniques, 
      animal health, postmortem details and     
      translocation process
  

     The Jungle Express
November 2008 

 ©
 N

EG
 te

am
/ 

W
W

F-
In

di
a



        

NIEK’S PLAN To SAvE ThE EARTh IN 
FoRcE, LoNG AFTER hE LEFT uS.

co
vE

r 
sT

o
ry

�

 
co

vE
r 

sT
o

ry
 

WWF, he fought everyday to conserve nature. Such was 
his dedication that he once said, “If you leave me on the 
banks of a river with animals around it, I’ll be happy and 
complete”.

Neik wasn’t alone in his quest for a planet that was alive 
with its natural wealth. his wife hermien was his partner 
in this battle. They shared an enthusiasm for cats and 
traveling and one day saw a BBc documentary on the 
Tigers of Bandhavgarh and Ranthambhore. And soon 
began a love story with the big cats of India. Says Niek’s 
wife, “Niek was very much aware that the conservation 
of nature can present a conflict with the interests of local 

Niek van heijst was a man devoted to save our planet and 
its beautiful creatures from extinction, a man who loved 
both nature and people and believed that they belong 
to each other. Niek van heijst, cEo WWF-Netherlands 
unexpectedly left us on 28th January ’06, but his passion 
is still alive amongst us. 

After graduating in biology from utrecht, Netherlands, 
he earned his doctorate is 1980 in vegetation science 
and policy-oriented biology. he then joined the State 
Forestry and actively worked towards conservation as 
a part of the government. In 2003 he joined WWF-
Netherlands as the cEo. During his three years with 

Inauguration of the 
Niek van Heijst Com-
munity Conservation 
Center
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people. We were both convinced that man and nature 
belong together, no matter how much their interests get 
in each others way. And that to find solutions that do 
justice to both nature and humans is the great challenge 
of conservation.” She shared Neik’s passion for life, a 
life which was truly extraordinary, which left an indelible 
mark on many of us.

So when the time came to tell Niek, wherever he was, 
that how much he was loved and respected, it wasn’t 
difficult to find what would have made him happy. Niek 
would have been content if people coexist with Tigers 
and that is how Niek van heijst community conservation 
center was thought of. 

Soon plans were made and construction began at 
Indri, near Kanha Tiger Reserve in the Satpuda-Maikal 
Landscape (SML). And finally on 14th November ’08 
time came to thank Niek for all he had done to conserve 
nature. his wife, close friends and many from WWF-
India- cEo and Secretary General Mr. Ravi Singh, Dr. 
Diwakar Sharma and the team from the SML, Mr. P. 
K. Sen, Executive Director Ranthambhore Foundation 
and the Forest Department- Mr. B. Mazumdar, PccF 
Maharashtra; Mr. R. N. Mishra, PccF chattisgarh; Mr. 
R.P. Singh, Field Director KTR and Mr. S.R. Sen, Deputy  
Director KTR, came together to inaugurate the center. 
“A wonderful plan. It made me feel happy, even then. 
Now that I am here, I feel that joy even more and I 
know for sure that Niek would have loved it – after all: it 

offers everything that he stood for,” said Niek’s wife.

Built on a sprawling 5 acres of land with nurseries of 
medicinal plants and indigenous species of trees, this 
center is designed to have a minor footprint on the 
Landscape. It endeavours to help the local people try 
and find alternative livelihoods, minimise conflict with 
wild animals, lessen their dependence on the forests 
and encourage sustainable use of natural resources. It 
will comprise of the Demonstration and Learning zone, 
conservation and Education zone, Public Participation 
zone and Biodiversity zone. A part of the complex has 
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been built and many activities already initiated, but the 
rest of the complex will come up soon.

With this center we all hope that Niek would be a 
happy man and so will be the people of Indri to have 
Tigers living with them.
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Inauguration of 
Darrang College 
WWF dedicates centre in memo-
ry oF young conservationist

An institution for higher learning in conservation - 
centre for conservation Studies (ccS) – was dedicated 
to the people of Assam and North-East by WWF-India 
and Darrang college in memory of Pankaj Sarmah, a 
young conservationist and alumni of the college who 
succumbed to cerebral malaria on october 03, 2006. 

Jointly set up by WWF-India and Darrang college – from 
where Pankaj graduated, the centre is envisioned to 
mentor future generations in nature conservation in 
the North East India, by fostering a deep interest in 
the subject. The centre has already conducted a three-
month certificate course on conservation ecology for 
the first batch of five students earlier this year. Various 
short-term courses, research and other activities will be 
initiated in future.
 
The centre was inaugurated by Mr. Ravi Singh, Secretary 
General and cEo of WWF-India, in the presence of Prof. 

Anil Goswami, Former Principal of cotton college, Prof. 
Dulal ch. Goswami, former head, Dept. of Environmental 
Science, Gauhati university, Mr. M. c. Malakar, PccF 
(WL), Dept. of Env. & Forests, Govt. of Assam, col 
S.R. verma of the Indian Army, representatives of 
various NGos, friends and colleagues of Pankaj, his 
family members and host of other dignitaries. A large 
number of media persons and students also attended 
the inaugural session. Dr. Joysankar hazarika, Principal, 
Darrang college extended the welcome address.

In his inaugural speech, Mr. Ravi Singh said, “The ccS 
is an important step in imbibing the knowledge and 
understanding of nature and wildlife conservation to 
students from Assam and adjoining states of India.” 
Mr. Malakar in his address said, “Such a centre for 
conservation Studies will build up a social movement 
towards conservation of our natural resources and bring 
forth a better understanding of the issues confronting 
conservation including human animal conflict”. Initiatives 
such as this are important for bridging the gap between 
development Governance and the need to protect 
ecological security. Prof. Anil Goswami recalled Pankaj’s 
contribution to the NBL Programme since its initial stages 
and described him as a ‘dedicated conservationist’. 

The centre for conservation Studies (ccS), hosted in 
Darrang college with infrastructural and programmatic 
support from WWF-India, has been set up to keep alive 
the vision and dream of Late Pankaj Sarmah. Born on 
April 23, 1975 to Mr. Bhabendra Kumar Sarmah and Mrs. 

Buli Sarmah, Pankaj grew up in Tezpur and later went 
to Darrang college. After completing his graduation he 
joined Gauhati university to pursue Master’s degree in 
Zoology. 

Pankaj completed his M. Sc. in 1999-2000 and joined 
WWF-India. He was among the first to join the newly 
initiated Asian Rhino & Elephant Action Strategy (AREAS) 
Programme in the North Bank Landscape (NBL). Since his 
joining the NBL Programme in 2001, Pankaj dedicated 
himself to conservation of Elephants till the very end. 
he was also a good sportsman and an active member of 
Kumarchuburi cricket club of Tezpur.
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Stuck in the tea 
estate.
Leopard rescued From a noose 
in the niLgiris.

Think noose and what comes to mind? Gallows and 
criminals. But a Leopard in the outskirts of coonoor 
town on the ooty plateau, Tamil Nadu was no criminal. 
Yet he found himself in a noose in a tea estate, laid 
probably to catch a Wild Boar. here Leopards frequent 
the area and get into all sorts of trouble.

on 5th october, Mr. Sunderpandian, Indian Forest 
Service and Mr. Mohanraj from WWF went looking for 
the Leopard, after being informed by Mr. Samsundar, 
the Treasurer of the Nilgiris Wildlife and Environment 
Association. But failing light forced them to abandon the 
search. The Leopard now had to wait for another night 
before he could be set free.

Early next morning the team located the Leopard. Dr. 
Kalaivanan and & Dr. Mohar, the official veterinary 
doctors of the Forest Department acted immediately and 
tranquilised the feline using a blow pipe. Mr. Mohanraj 

said, “The situation could have been very dangerous 
as the Leopard was stuck very close to a heavily used 
road. But since he must have struggled to escape, it 
was fatigued to a point of immobility”. After being held 
by the noose, time came for the spotted cat to be set 
free. 

he was soon transported using a Gypsy and was carefully 
examined for any injuries. he was lucky to have escaped 
any and was transferred to a cage. Since the Leopard 
had been living around these villages (though had not 
attacked anyone), would not have faced any threat if 
released close to its home range. But however eager the 
Leopard was to be let off, the local people didn’t want 
him there and got agitated. The team left the spot and 

tried to release him at another location, but there too 
the people objected. Finally, the Leopard was released, 
away from the angry mobs, in the vicinity of its capture 
site. “It was an extremely satisfying moment to see 
the Leopard free at last,” said Mr. Mohanraj. The entire 
operation was overseen by conservator of Forests, 
coimbatore, Mr. Kannan. 

This Leopard was lucky and survived this accident. But 
with people and Leopards living as neighbours, there 
could soon be conflict like situation. Living close to 
bustling cities, they are in easy reach of poachers, who 
could strike soon. For the ‘Leopards of the tea estates’, 
we’ll need a special team to respond to any crisis.
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Dangerous
 reunion

MASS vAccINATIoN oF DoMES-
TIc cATTLE oRGANISED IN ThE 
FRINGE AREAS oF KAZIRANGA 
NATIoNAL PARK AND ThE RIvER 
ISLETS oF ThE BRAhAMAPuTRA 
To SAvE ThE WILD oNES.

If wild Elephants, Rhinos and wild Buffaloes of Assam 
would know that it’s not such a good idea to be friends 
with their domesticated cousins, they would ignore 
them. But they do not. Over the last five decades many 
wild Elephants, Rhinos and Buffaloes have contracted 
diseases like hemorrhagic Septicemia, Black Quarter, 
Anthrax and Rinder Pest from domestic livestock and 
lost their lives.

Amidst concerns of wild mammals contracting diseases 
from livestock, WWF-India and the Forest Department 
of Assam vaccinate livestock around Kaziranga National 
Park (KNP) on a regular basis. 

© Dipankar Ghose/WWF-India

This year round while the regular vaccination was going 
on, bad news hit Kaziranga.  

Reports of mass casualty of domestic Buffalo on the 
islands in the Brahamaputra River along the northern 
boundary of KNP were confirmed by WWF personnel 
who visited the site immediately. These riverine islands 
in the river are called Saporis where large number of 
cattle are brought for grazing in the dry season. These 
cattle settle down in camps called khutis.  Thousands 
of cattle mingle with wild animals here. The WWF team 
found about 60 carcasses of cattle and observed many 
sick animals suffering from respiratory tract infection.
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While thousands of cattle from Kohora, Bagori, 
Burhapahar and Agartoli - all around the KNP - were 
vaccinated during the 17-day vaccination camp, special 
focus was made on the cattle on saporis. Immediate 
measures were taken to control the spread of the disease 
to wildlife of the area. Several meetings were held with 
the cattle owners in the khutis. They were advised 
to dispose off the dead. vaccination and treatment 
was organised for both diseased and the unaffected 
cattle. Pathological tests were done on the dead and 
living cattle and medication as well vaccinations dome 
accordingly. 

In all, 7,000 cattle were either inoculated or treated 
and the spread of disease from the saporis was 
controlled. Thanks to the teams of forest personnel of 
KNP, veterinary doctors and WWF. The wild denizens of 
Kaziranga are safe again.   
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Finding their 
way through 

 

Forest department trains 
its personneL to use gps 
With the heLp oF WWF

The Jungle Express
June 2008 

Imagine living in a house so big that Global Positioning 
System (GPS) is needed to know which part you are in! 
Well the wild animals don’t really mind so much space, 
but the Forest Department (FD) rangers out to patrol 
the animals’ homes find it too hard to do their way 
through. So the FD organised a training session on the 
use of GPS, with the help of WWF-India.  

Attended by one hundred twenty foresters and guards, 
this training was organised on the request of the FD and 
was held in the beautiful Periyar Tiger Reserve (PTR). 
GPS will now be used for effective patrolling, finding 

blind corners of the forests, to evaluate forest fires and 
map the effect of the plantation drive.

WWF-India provided the requisite handling training 
to the personnel to use GPS sets. An introduction to 
Garmin GPS72 Personal Navigator was given, which 
included literature and detailed user manual.
 
The trainees were put through various training modules 
and through practical sessions too. They understood 
the use of satellites and how to get better coverage. 
During the training, they were taught to download the 
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information onto a map source software. They also learnt 
to track the path they were patrolling and interpret the 
data. The training also included a small session on GIS 
(Geographical Information System), how the information 
collected by them could be used to build a GIS database 
and help improve their performance. With this they 
were also introduced to the ‘Planning software’, used to 
plan successful GPS survey of an area.

The use of GPS will strengthen the work of the FD in 
the area enabling them to patrol and track certain 
individuals (wild animals), devise an effective strategy 
to conserve the wildlife of the region. 

     The Jungle Express
November 2008 

©
 N

EG
 te

am
/W

W
F-

In
di

a



© A. christy Williams

��

 
W

W
F 

IN
 A

cT
Io

N

Talk to the experts on the uttar Pradesh part of the Terai 
Arc Landscape if you are being troubled by a visiting 
wild Tiger or a Leopard, which refuses to leave your 
home. With increasing cases of Human-Animal conflict, 
many leading to dangerous situations (twenty people 
have already lost their lives to attacks by wild animals 
till November ‘08), tranquilization of the animal is the 
only solution.

A two day workshop was jointly organized by WWF-India 
and the Forest Department of the Katerniaghat Wildlife 
Sanctuary and attended by range officers and deputy 
range officers of ten Forest Divisions and Veterinary 
Officers from Kheri, Bahraich and Pilibhit districts. 

Beginning with tranqulisation, Dr. uttakarsh Shukla from 
the Lucknow zoo and Dr. Jeherul Islam from WWF-India 
held a training session. From the right dosage to loading 
of the dart to shooting, details discussions and practical 
sessions on filled gunny bags were held.

After tranquilisation, the expert doctors discussed 
animal health in detail. The rangers were taught to 
look out for sick animals and various symptoms like 
dehydration, physical injury and signs of communicable 
diseases. They gave a detailed explanation to look out for 
orphans, which have been abandoned by their mothers 
or herds. They were familiarized with ways to rescue 
and rehabilitate orphans and what diet to follow.

Dr. B.N. Arora, ex-Director, Delhi zoo discussed 

Aim, Shoot, 
Check!
 

WWF organised a Workshop 
For the Forest department on 
tranquiLisation techniques, 
animaL heaLth, postmortem de-
taiLs and transLocation pro-
cess

postmortem techniques and lectured on disease 
identification and indicators to determine if a Tiger found 
dead, died due to poisoning or bullet injuries. 

Dr. Jeherul Islam held a presentation on translocation 
of animals. he discussed how after tranquilisation the 
animal should be morphologically examined, various 
samples taken and then loaded onto a vehicle in a cage, 
what to do during a long and strenuous journey and how 
to release the animal at a new site.

This workshop was a brand-new concept and brought 
a lot more to the rangers for them to work effectively 
in the region. They’ll now be adept to control volatile 
situations and maybe it wont really be a trouble to 
have a wild animal over. Because the experts would be 
waiting!
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The Leopard who 
couldn’t outrun his 
death
 

a Leopard Who Was run over 
by a speeding vehicLe Was cre-
mated by WWF

An animal as fast and elusive as the Leopard was found 
still on a highway in the Terai West Forest Division. 
he didn’t try to run even when the area was teaming 
with humans. Because it lay there dead, run over by a 
vehicle.

on 9th November a 3-year-old male Leopard was hit 
by an unknown vehicle near the Sher Alibaba Majar 
in Jaspur. The impact of the accident was such that it 
severely damaged the internal organs of the animal and 
he succumbed to the injuries it sustained on his head, 
stomach and abdomen.

one of the local informers of WWF-India reported this 
incident and soon the Forest Department was informed. 
The body was recovered from the spot and taken to the 
South Jaspur range office. A panel of doctors performed 
an autopsy and ruled out any chance of the animal 
being killed by poachers. Looking at the impact of the 
accident it is anticipated that the vehicle would have 
been a medium sized car and speeding at about 70-80 
km/h. If the driver would have been caught, he would 
have been arrested on the spot, his vehicle seized and 
a case would have been registered against him with the 
Wildlife Protection Act.

Since the Leopard falls in the Schedule I of the Wildlife 
Protection Act, it was cremated in the presence of two 
gazetted officers. Many local villagers and journalists had 
gathered. It was heartrending for all to see a beautiful 
animal lost to reckless driving.

This is not the first time that a wild animal has lost its 
life to speeding vehicles. Bodies of Jungle cats, civets, 
Fox are regularly found here. About 5-6 years back a 
Leopard was killed in similar circumstances. Tigers have 
not been spared too. About 8 months back a Tiger was 
run over by a bus in the Ringora region. 

Even with regular killings of wild animals here, there 
seems to be no slowing down, both in the deaths and 
speed of the vehicles. The National highway Authority 
of India has ruled out any possibility of installing speed 
breakers on the highways. But such highways passing 
through many Protected Areas have become remorseless 
killers. however, after this latest accident, WWF-India 
intervened and a speed breaker has been installed at 
the site of the accident.

All over TAL there are numerous such spots where 
accidents involving wild animals have become a regular 
affair. one option could be to strategically place speed 
monitors and speeding vehicles be fined. Also appropriate 
signage should be put all across the corridors instructing 
drivers to drive slow.
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Down the well
 

a FuLL groWn tiger rescued 
From a WeLL in assam
Don’t expect to find only water in wells. There could be 
Tigers swimming in them too. Just like the 8 year old from 
the Nameri National Park in Assam, who was washed 
down in to a kaccha well in haarigaon near  Tezpur 
town. The local people informed the Forest Department 
and the Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) in turn informed 
WWF. By evening the same day Mr. Anupam Sarmah 
and his team from WWF NBL programme reached the 
spot and help in the rescue operation. 

The site was already secured by the Army, Assam police, 
central Reserve Police Force (cRPF) and the Forest 
Department’s personnel and a huge crowd, which had 
built up, was being controlled by them.

The Tiger was struggling inside the well and was heavy 
with sticky mud. Time was running out for the Tiger and 
it was decided that immediate tranquilisation of the cat 
was needed for him to be pulled out. The DFo contacted 
Dr. Prasanta Boro from the 
center for Wildlife Rehabilitation and conservation 
(cWRc). Efforts were made to dart the animal in the 
same night, but they didn’t have sufficient number of 

darts with them. So the cWRc team went back and 
arrived in the morning. After spending two days in the 
well, the Tiger was finally tranquilised by Dr.Abhijit 
Bhawal and Dr.Prasanrta Bora. 

Through the Tiger had struggled for two days in the 
well and every inch of his body was covered in mud, 
miraculously he escaped any injury. 

Later after careful examination he was released back 
into the Nameri NP.
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No respite for Tigers 
in the wild
 

a tiger poached near kanha 
tiger reserve another one 
moves out oF the reserve  into 
a viLLage.

Tiger poached in Kanha Tiger Reserve

A four -and-half year old male Tiger was found dead in 
the Soutia village, near Kanha Tiger Reserve (KTR). The 
Tiger had been electrocuted by a live wire, hooked onto 
the power cable going from Khatiya to Kanha Kisli. The 
incident took place in the first week on November.

About ten people have been identified as the culprits and 
the Forest Department is conducting an investigation. 
Before the Tiger, an unsuspecting Sambhar deer stepped 
on the wire and got killed. The assailants apparently 
consumed the deer. But soon a Tiger fell prey to the 
killer wire. his body was recovered by the FD from the 
spot.

This is not the first time that electricity has been used 
to poach Tigers in this area. Like mines, live wires have 

been let lose, even outside Protected Areas (PAs), 
endangering the lives of villagers too. The FD personnel 
haven’t been lucky either. In the Balaghat area, a Forest 
staff and some villagers lost their lives. Now, there is 
atmosphere of reluctance amongst the forest staff in 
Balaghat, to patrol these areas, in fear of being killed. 
Efforts are being made to provide them with shock proof 
gear.

With such incidents our Tigers are being given the death 
sentence. Something needs to be done to stop before 
it’s too late.

The Mukki Tiger

A male juvenile Tiger strayed out into a village on the 
Mukki side of the Kanha Tiger Reserve and was there for 
a couple of days. It was tranquilized and put back inside 
the TR. WWF-India intends to provide a GPS collar for 
this Tiger to track its movement and learn about its 
behavior.
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Let’s talk about them 
too
 

beautiFuL WiLd animaLs
oF india, Which never
get taLked about.

by Deep J Contractor  
Irrawaddy dolphin

Kingdom: Animalia 
Phylum: chordata 
class:  Mammalia 
order:  cetacea
Family:  Delphinidae
Scientific Name:  Orcella brevirostris

The Irrawaddy dolphin, Orcaella brevirostris, also 
known as the Snubfin Dolphin, is a member of the 
family cetacea of aquatic mammals. It is coloured blue-
grey to pale blue on the dorsal side paling gradually 
towards the belly/underside. It weighs roughly 90 -150 
kg and its length varies from 2.1  - 2.7 cm. The most 
conspicous feature of the Irrawady dolphin is its rounded 
head lacking the beak and the distinct “smile” of other 
dolphins. It has long and broad paddle –like flippers and 

a small sickel shaped fin on its back. 
It is found in the esturine waters and large rivers of 
Southeast Asia, Northern Australia, and Papua New 
Guinea. They prefer coastal, brackish, and fresh water 
of the tropical and sub-tropical Indo-Pacific.
In India, Irrawaddy dolphin has been recorded in 

Compiled, Edited and Designed by Nikita Aggarwal, Species Communications Officer, Species Conservation Division, WWF-India
Contact: naggarwal@wwfindia.net , Tel: +91-11-41504783 Fax: +91-11-41504782

For more information about our projects please visit www.wwfindia.org

mangrove creeks of the Sundarbans, estuaries of the 
Ganges and the Brahmaputra, off the coast of Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and chilika Lake, orissa. Bay of 
Bengal forms the western limit of its population range.

This species is usually seen in small groups consisting 
of less than 6 animals, but groups of between 10-15 
have been reported. They dive for an average of 30-
60 seconds and are generally slow swimmers.They are 
known to feed on fishes, especially carps, crustaceans 
like crabs and prawns and cephalopods like cuttle fish 
and squids. Their blow (cloud of moisture laden air 
exhaled by whales and dolphins) is very loud and can 
go as high as 1.5 meters in air. 

Irrawaddy dolphins are not an easy species to spot. 
They perform a smooth, slow roll in a leisurely style 
and breach (leaping completely/almost completely out 
of water and landing back with a splash typically seen in 
dolphins) only occasionally. 

It faces a variety of threats among which habitat 
destruction and fishing, especially gillnet entanglement, 
are the most severe. It is listed in Appendix I of cITES 
and has been declared vulnerable (from data deficient) 
in the recent IucN Red List (2008). 
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