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Roving Pachyderm 
Dr. Tammie Matson, an elephant 
expert from Australia, recently visited 
WWF-India's North Bank Landscape 
to understand the Human Elephant 
Conflict in the state. Dr. Matson, who 
has spent ten years studying wildlife 
issues in South Africa, suggested the 
use of 'Chilli Rope Technique' for 
deterring the elephants from entering 
the crops...............................read on
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Treating Kunkis

Examining the health status of the Kunki 
elephants engaged in the anti-
depredation activity, WWF-India team 
of the North Bank Landscape in 
collaboration with HELP (Human 
Elephant Learning Program), recently 
organized the first health camp for the 
current season for fifteen such domestic 
elephants in Sonitpur district of Assam. 
..................................................read on
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rd As part of the annual celebrations, the country observed the 53  Wildlife Week 
and the WWF-India field offices used it as a vital ground for spreading awareness 
and sensitizing people on the importance of conserving our pristine wildlife. 
...............................................................................................................Read on

TRAFFIC celebrates Wildlife 
Week

TRAFFIC India in collaboration 
with the National Zoological Park, 
New Delhi and WWF-India 
launched the Wildlife Week 
celebrations with an inter school 
Wildlife quiz competition.

Wildlife Week Celebrations
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STORY OF A 

STRONG     SAL 
Photo Credit: TAL Ramnagar 

STORY OF A STRONG SAL 

A little, pleasant hamlet, - surrounded on all sides by the jungles of Bhabar. That is how you would describe 

Mankandpur, - a charming village along the foothills of the Ramnagar Forest division, Uttarakhand. About a 

thousand people of the village lead a peaceful existence with their primarily agricultural livelihoods, - with the hilly 

river Dabka flowing alongside them. 

Since it is in the crucial Powalgarh-Kotabag corridor of Terai Arc Landscape, the TAL Programme of WWF-India 

adopted 'Durga', a self-help group of women of this village to promote organic farming and other conservation 

objectives. A new self-help group 'Sal' was also formed by the TAL Programme with similar goals. Hanshi Devi, 

president of 'Sal' led the group from strength to strength since its formation in June 2007. The story of heartening 

display of their unity and strength begins here:

All was fine in this sleepy hamlet as everyone went about their quiet lives, - till the menace of river mining shattered 

their peace. Dabka is seasonally opened by the Forest Department to allow mining of sand and boulders. River 

mining in Bhabar is a contentious issue, - the ecological implications of which are not yet fully understood. 

Presently, driven largely by economic logic, - mining of a certain volume of sand and boulders is allowed by the 

Forest Department. It keeps it regulated by monitoring the flow of vehicles through the approach roads to the rivers, 

among which the village road of Mankandpur was not one. It was a narrow, earthen road for the sole use of the 

village residents, - but come mining season it was being usurped by the mining magnates. Villagers were harrowed 

by the constant movement of heavy vehicles, - even at the dead of night. Says Hanshi Devi  “The trucks blocked the 

road completely, - there wasn't space even for a child to go through to the village school. And with all these trucks, - 

is it not a grave threat to the school going children? Who would be responsible if something happens to one of 
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them?” A truck, in fact did hit her last year. Luckily, she escaped with minor abrasions. Skirmishes followed, - when 

people had to wait hours as the narrow road was blocked; - and crops suffered heavy losses as a result of vehicle 

dust and trampling. As loaded trucks plied along continuously, some buildings started developing cracks. “Who will 

pay for our massive damages?” asks Savitri Garjola, president of 'Durga' self help group.

The time was ripe for the two SHGs to unite and fight for a common cause, - a cause which was peripheral to the 

original intention of creating them, - but now threatened the very tranquillity that characterises a hill hamlet. 'Sal' 

took a lead role in the battle that ensued. This year, Dabka was to be opened for mining on November 2007. 'Sal' 

operated pro-actively, and petitioned the District Magistrate, Divisional Forest Officer, Range Officer and the local 

Police Station in August 2007 against opening the Mankandpur road. However, the well-heeled mining lobby too 

was prepared and tried splitting the SHGs into antagonistic factions. Momentarily, it appeared as if they were 

succeeding, and trucks started plying through the road on 12th November. 'Sal', however, was true to its name, and 

withered the rough weather with a heartening display of integrity and strength. On 13th November, the members of 

'Sal' and 'Durga' decided to take matters of their well being onto their own hands, - and blocked the road with a day 

long demonstration. They demanded immediate closure of the road, or at least an assurance by forest officials to that 

effect.  Ultimately, their efforts were crowned, - and the road was closed to miners on the next day, - 14th November, 

2007 for the season. An alternative route through the adjoining Devichauri Range was opened up. 

The SHG members rejoiced, and the harassed populace of the village heaved a great sigh of relief. For us, the 

extended WWF-India family, it was indeed heartening to see one of our toddlers grow into such a strong 'Sal', - in 

just over a few months. In this short span, the group has taken up vermi-composting and has been supplying compost 

to the members of 'Durga'. The members have planted trees and have shown keen interest in attending training for 

alternative livelihood. 

A 'Sal' so strong that it can withstand storms brought about by the rage of high and mighty. 

Contact : Agni Mitra at mitra.agni@gmail.com

WWF-India celebrates Wildlife Week

  

India is a country of rich natural heritage and home to one of the most charismatic and magnificent species of wild 
rdflora and fauna. As part of the annual celebrations, the country observed the 53  Wildlife Week and the WWF-India 

field offices used it as a vital ground for spreading awareness and sensitizing people on the importance of 

conserving our pristine wildlife. Targeting various villages, schools, government offices and local populace; mass 

outreach programmes were organized in various landscapes to gather public support and create awareness for the 

conservation of the dwindling wild flora and fauna. 
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Photo Credit: WWF-India SML team

Photo Credit: TAL Pilibhit 

TAL Pilibhit team talking to villagers during the wildlife week celebrations

In TAL

In the Terai Arc Landscape of WWF-India, villagers, school children, forest department staff and members of the local 

NGOs were targeted to join the wildlife week celebrations and make them aware about the values of biodiversity. A 

Series of events were organised to drive public and political support for conservation in the TAL.  In TAL-Pilibhit, an 

awareness programme was organised in villages around Dudwa Tiger Reserve and Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary. The 

event was attended by 2200 villagers including local politicians. Rallies, nature camps and road shows were also organised 

to disseminate the message of wildlife conservation amongst the local populace. Special programmes like magic shows, 

puppet shows, dance, cultural songs in local language and stage plays were performed for the children. A mega health 

camp was organised in the last two days of the wildlife week. As many as 700 patients were examined and treated for 

various ailments.

Contact: Harish Guleria at 

In TAL  Ramnagar, various programmes were organised in collaboration with YALP (Youth for a Living Planet), a local 

organisation. A rally was carried out to make the local populace aware of the rich wildlife that surrounds them. Painting, 

essay, quiz and chart competitions were held on wildlife themes for school children. 

Contact: K.D. Kandpal at

In NBL

In the North Bank Landscape, wildlife week was celebrated with great festive fervour and gaiety.  Disseminating the 

message of wildlife conservation amongst school children of Sonitpur district of Assam, three drawing competitions were 

held and a lecture on the importance of wildlife conservation was given by the wildlife DFO and WWF personnel. Local 

voluntary organisation   SERDO also joined hands with the WWF and forest department in celebrating wildlife week.
 

talindia2003@yahoo.co.in 

 chemist_soil@yahoo.com

Contact: Anupam Sarmah at anupamsarmah@gmail.com
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In KKL

The WWF Kaziranga Karbi Anglong team witnessed an equal excitement and enthusiasm for the wildlife week 

celebration. Held for the first time in the region, the week long event received an overwhelming response as scores of 

school children and local communities from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary and Karbi Anglong district, participated in the 

awareness campaign which emphasised on conservation of wildlife and alleviation of Human-Wildlife Conflict. The 

event was organised in collaboration with the Department of Environment & Forests Karbi Anglong Autonomous 

Council (KAAC).

In SML

In SML, a mass outreach campaign was carried out to target people from all walks of life, to be part of the wildlife week 

celebrations. Inaugurated by the Conservator of Forest of Bilaspur Circle, the week long event received tremendous 

response from the participants. Essay competitions on 'Global warming and its impact on biodiversity' were held for 

primary and middle school students. Besides 150 participants, there were many who voluntarily joined in with lot of 

queries related to conservation and WWF's initiatives. A wildlife photo exhibition with contribution from 

conservationists, wildlife enthusiasts and people from all walks of life, was organised. As many as 200 photographs of 

wildlife from Achanakmar and different places in Chattisgarh were exhibited. Painting and quiz competitions were held 

to spread education and awareness and get the young generation enthusiastic about conservation issues. The closing 

ceremony was addressed by the Collector and Mayor of Bilaspur city, who appreciated the joint effort by WWF-India, the 

Forest Department and Nature Club towards creating mass awareness. Officials from the police department and forest 

department were given certificates and awards by Nature Club and Forest Department for their outstanding contribution 

in nabbing cases of wildlife offences.

Contact: Pranab Jyoti Bora at 

Contact: Neha Sameul  at 

pranabjbora@gmail.com

nsamuel@wwfindia.net

Enthusiastic school students carry out an awareness rally  Students watching a WWF film in rapt attention 
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Asian Rhinos and Elephant 
Action Strategy Update

Examining the health status of the Kunki elephants engaged in the anti-depredation activity, WWF-India team of the 

North Bank Landscape in collaboration with HELP (Human Elephant Learning Program), recently organized the 

first health camp for the current season for fifteen such domestic elephants in Sonitpur district of Assam. Held from 
th th

the 12  to 14  of October, the health camp provided basic medication including vitamin and mineral supplements to 

the pachyderms.

In 2004, the NBL programme of WWF initiated a Human Elephant Conflict mitigation strategy in Sonitpur, using twelve 

kunkis in the first year. These kunkis were hired from private owners and handed over to the Forest Department for use in 

driving the wild ones back to the forests. Since the new initiative was in its learning process, it was realised that the 

private owners were not very willing to rent out their elephants to WWF at Rs.12,000/- per month. It was then learnt that 

they earned 3-4 times more when the elephants were engaged in illegal logging. 

Eventually, the NBL team managed to hire the required elephants and initiated the HEC strategy. However, in an 

unforeseen incident an elephant died during its engagement with the HEC mitigation work, although not in confrontation 

with wild elephants. The reason for death was diagnosed as food poisoning, overeating of sweets offered by people. 

Comprehending that, the NBL team returned to the strategy and planned to hold health check-up camps for the kunkis 

engaged in the field to ensure that they were healthy and disease free. Moreover, it also served as an incentive for the 

owners to engage the elephants in legal activities. 

Kunkis (domesticated elephants) have been a main stay of the Human-Elephant Conflict mitigation strategy of the NBL 

Conservation programme in Sonitpur. These  animals however are extremely vulnerable and susceptible to diseases and 

are known to commonly suffer from a host of ailments like foot and mouth disease, worm infestation, dehydration etc. 

Treating Kunkis
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Assam forest minister asks local communities to be part 

of HEC mitigation 

The Minister for Environment, Forests, Tourism and Public 

Relations, Assam, Mr. Rockybul Hussein had a meeting 

with WWF-India recently to find solutions for the 

communities in Assam affected by human-elephant conflict.

Elephant conflict expert Dr Tammie Matson, who spent ten 

years working on wildlife issues in southern Africa, joined 

this meeting. She has been visiting Assam specifically to 

look into the human-elephant conflict and has spent two 

weeks visiting conflict sites, meeting Forest Department 

officials and elephant conflict victims in Assam before 

meeting the minister. 

The WWF team outlined a number of potential solutions 

including the use of chilli based deterrent such as 'chilli 

bombs', a non harmful but very effective deterrent to 

Elephant incursions that has been used very successfully in 

southern Africa. The development of eco-tourism based on 

elephant and rhinos  a business that now brings in millions 

of dollars to communities and governments in southern 

Africa also carries great potential for Assam.  Established 

Assam industries such as tea and developing industries such 

as chilli production and tourism could support elephant 

conservation and use this to their commercial advantage.

Minister Hussein said, “We must find answers to the 

problem of Human Elephant Conflict that help both the local 

communities that experience the impact of this conflict and 

also contribute to preserving our elephants for our growing 

wildlife.”

The Minister continued, “Assam has one third of the world's 

Asian elephants - we have a special responsibility to 

conserve them not only for the people of Assam but also 

India and the world.  But this will only happen if the 

communities are part of the solution.”

Dr Matson said, “Assam has an opportunity to be the world 

leader in 'elephant friendly' products, such as tea and chilli, 

something that environmentally conscious consumers 

around the world could come to demand.  I strongly believe 

that given the passion and commitment shown by the 

Minister and his people on the ground great progress could 

Traditionally there exists a system of healthcare specific to elephants and is very well chronicled in the Hastividyarnava.

The strategy seems to have worked well till date and the elephant owners are now a happy and satisfied lot as their 

elephants receive good care and treatment. Given the goodwill generated, a set of owners now regularly engage their 

elephants for HEC activities during the crop raiding season. This year 15 kunkis were engaged in HEC mitigation work in 

the district. Veterinarians from Assam Agriculture University's College of Veterinary Sciences, Guwahati, led by Dr. K. 

K. Sarmah and Department of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary, Govt. of Assam along with others, helped in conducting 

the periodic camps. 

Human Elephant Learning Programme (HELP), a voluntary organisation dedicated to elephant conservation in Assam, 

has joined hands with the WWF in organising Kunki health camps in the district.  They have been providing the required 

medicines during the camps. In the recently organised health camp, the health status of 15 Kunkis was examined and 
th thproper medication was given. The second camp for the current season is planned from 24  to 25  November 2007.

Contact: Anupam Sarmah at  anupamsarmah@gmail.com
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Be made in a relatively short period of time”.  

Contact Sujoy Banerjee at sujoybanerjee@wwfindia.net

        Roving Pachyderm 

Dr. Tammie Matson, an elephant expert from Australia, recently visited WWF-India's North Bank Landscape to 

understand the Human Elephant Conflict in the state. Dr. Matson, who has spent ten years studying wildlife issues in 

South Africa, suggested the use of 'Chilli Rope Technique' for deterring the elephants from entering the crops. 

Human Elephant conflict has reached precarious proportions with increasing cases of either human or elephant deaths 

making headlines every other day. Often ending in death for the pachyderm, human  elephant conflict pose a grave threat 

to the survival of this endangered species. 

The north eastern part of India is home to Asian elephants' largest population. Lying between the northern bank of the 

Brahmaputra River and the Himalayas, stretching almost to Bhutan, the north bank alone harbours up to 3,000 elephants. 

Albeit, holding one of the highest elephant numbers in the country, the human  elephant conflict in this expanse is also one 

of the highest. There is no contiguous protected habitat isolated from human settlement, for the mighty animal. Important 

core conservation areas are increasingly getting isolated by logging, agricultural expansion, human settlements, road 

projects etc. 

The battle between Humans and elephants is very severe. Crop raiding is a case in point. With no where to go, these 

pachyderms enter the fields, consuming a year's crop in a very short time; thus antagonizing the villagers. In the absence of 
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skill to initiative any mitigation measures, the farmers feel helpless and resort to extreme steps like poisoning, 

electrocution etc.  One of the worst cases reported was in Sonitpur, Assam where a large number of elephants were 

poisoned to death in 2001.

WWF-India is actively involved in saving and protecting the dwindling population of elephants in Assam. Recently, Dr. 

Tammie Matson from WWF-Australia visited the North Bank Landscape of WWF-India to understand the scenario of 

Human- Elephant Conflict in Assam. She visited varied locations including forest areas of Nameri National Park and 

Sonai Rupai Wildlife Sanctuary and several tea gardens to study the impact of habitat destruction and the resulting 

conflict. Different possibilities for reducing conflicts were discussed considering the case studies from South Africa.  

According to Dr. Matson, chilly rope technique is one of the most suitable and effective deterrent in avoiding the 

elephants from entering the agricultural field. In the 'Chilly smeared rope fencing' technique a cloth is doused in a mixture 

of Bhot Jolokia (the world's hottest chilli), grease and a host of other things hung on a rope, which is then wrapped around 

the boundaries of the field from where the elephant enters. This obstructs the movement of the animal in the vegetated 

area. The forest department and WWF-India is banking on this experiment to check man-animal conflicts in the area. 

The hot fencing plan is being carried out with active support from the forest department. Dr. Matson also met with 

Rockybull Hussain, Forest Minister, Assam, to discuss viable solutions to counter the man- pachyderm problem of the 

region. 

WWF works to reduce elephant deaths and the damages people suffer. We engage in creative solutions that keep 

elephants out of cropland and villages and that limit human activities in core wildlife habitat. As part of conflict 

mitigation, we work closely with affected communities to develop strategies for ensuring that neither elephants nor 

humans suffer in their shared space.

Contact: Ginni Suri at  gsuri@wwfindia.net

( )Illegal Wildlife Trade
TRAFFIC Update

Students Lock Horns At Inter School 'wildlife 
Quiz’
TRAFFIC India in collaboration with the National Zoological Park, New Delhi and WWF-India 
launched the Wildlife Week celebrations with an inter school Wildlife quiz competition. 

Over 20 schools from all across Delhi had sent their team of two students to participate in the event that 

was held in the National Zoological Park premises. After a preliminary round, six teams were further 

selected to participate in the final battle of wits that put their knowledge about nature and wildlife to trial. 



Spring Dales School, Dhaula Kuan scored 

maximum points and was declared a winner. The 

winning teams received a certificate and a trophy 

from the Hon'ble Minister of State Environment 

and Forests, Shri S. Regupathy.  

“The 'Wildlife Quiz' aims to cultivate interest in 

the young minds about wildlife conservation 

besides testing their awareness level about the 

cause,” said Mr. D. N. Singh, Director, National 

Zoological Park, New Delhi. “The zoo is very 

happy to have welcomed our young guests during 

this and also at other events during the Wildlife 

Week.” The National Zoological Park, New Delhi, India's first and only National Zoo that has been taking a lead in 

spreading awareness on conservation issues to a diverse audience. 

“Knowing more about the cause is the first step towards adopting one” said Mr. Ravi Singh, Secretary General & CEO 

WWF-India. 'We are hopeful that this quiz will encourage young adults to think about the future of our natural 

resources and become active participants in preserving them.'

Today Indian wildlife is facing one of its worst crisis. Skewed developmental activities have led to destruction of 

critical wildlife habitats, which in turn are testing the resilience of our ecosystem to its limits, causing a serious threat to 

our own well being. To remind our country of our rich wildlife heritage that needs to be protected and conserved, the 

Wildlife Week is celebrated every year across India. 

 “The quiz was a learning experience for the young leaders of our country and also helped to raise awareness about 

issues related to the illegal wildlife trade that is threatening the survival of the species on our plant.” adds Mr. Samir 

Sinha, Head-TRAFFIC India. 

Contact: Dilpreet Chhabra at  dchhabra@wwfindia.net

1 Oct - 1 Nov. 07



                   Page 8 Jungle Express 

1 Aug - 1 Sept 07

Pic of the Month

Be part of the Jungle Express and send your best 
photographic experience in the wild at gsuri@wwfindia.net

Contact Khalid Pasha at kpasha@wwfindia.net

Photographed by: Khalid Pasha

Funny Bone

Leopard is distributed throughout the subcontinent, 

including in the border nation of Nepal, Bhutan, 

Bangladesh and southern China. Its habitat varies from 

dry deciduous forests, desert ecosystems, tropical 

rainforests to northern coniferous forests. Despite the 

most widespread cat, the animal has faced several types 

of threats. Apart from its natural enemies, the leopard's 

main threat are people. 

Harvester Ants

That some ants gather seeds and maintain granaries has 
been known since the time of King Solomon. The nests 
of these Harvester Ants are large and division of labour 
well marked. The forages go forth in the morning like a 
well disciplined army. On their return, the booty is 
handed over to the group of ‘examiners’ who sort out 
the seeds in special rooms set apart for this purpose. 
The sorted grain is taken over by the ‘threshers’ who 
have powerful jaws to de-husk the seeds. The seeds are 
finally stored in a number of special granaries. If they 
happen to get wet, the whole lot is taken and dumped 
outside the nest.!

By Padma Rajagopal
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Editor: Ginni Suri, Species Communication Officer
Contact Ginni Suri at gsuri@wwfindia.net, Tel:+91-11-41504783 Fax: +91-11-41504782

For more information on our projects please visit our  website www.wwfindia.org

Meet the Team

Sant Ram Chaudhary works as an office assistant at 
the WWF-India Secretariat. Having served the 
organisation for over fourteen years, Sant Ram is one 
of the oldest WWF staff. Because of the varied tasks 
he handles with utter diligence, Sant Ram holds an 
extremely important position in the division. From 
doing the regular office work, to recently taking 
officials from WWF-Pakistan to Dehradun, Sant Ram 
proves his efficiency at every level. He leads a very 
simple life and believes that it is more important to be 
a good person than earn big money. If ever given a 
chance, Sant Ram wants to study further.

Sant Ram Chaudhary
Office Assistant
WWF-India, Secretariat
New Delhi

     Signature  Campaign

The fact cannot be denied that the tigers in India are 
under tremendous threat for survival and the general 
public needs to support the cause of tiger conservation 
in a large way. With this objective in mind WWF-India 
has initiated a signature campaign called "Roar of the 
Tiger".

If you care for the tiger and want  it to thrive in the 
wild, then lend your voice by joining the online 
signature campaign on www.wwfindia.org.

(Designed by: Ginni Suri)

1. The SC banner

2. Union Tourism Minister, Ambika Soni signing 
the banner

3. Noted Bollywood actress Juhi Chawala signing 
the banner

4. SC banner in an exhibition

5. Support for the campaign in TAL

The ongoing Signature Campaign of WWF-India is 
getting an overwhelming response as scores of people 
from all parts of the country, from all walks have 
supported the massive 

 
The 'Roar of the Tiger”Signature 

campaign.
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