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Tigers 
roar in Sariska.

Again

the Tigers gone, came two committees, formed to get 
them back- The Tiger Task Force (TTF)- formed by the 
Central government and the empowered Committee- 
formed by the Rajasthan state government. The same 
year planning started to translocate 5 adult Tigers from 
Ranthambhore, where they were in plenty. With it also 
began the uphill task of preparing Sariska for the top 
predator.

        

The water was rushing down and the thirsty earth was 
lapping on to every single drop of it. The eyes could 
see endless greens. It was a happy day in Sariska, in 
the dry jungle of the Aravali Mountains. And there was 
more happiness to follow. With the rains, the Tiger was 
coming back to Sariska Tiger Reserve.

And this was after years of silence in Sariska, for all the 
Tigers had been lost to poaching. 2005 was a dark year 
in the history of the Indian Tiger, as that’s when the 
story broke out. The Central government woke up and 
took notice and ordered an inquiry. The result was sad 
but expected. Tigers were indeed lost to poaching. With 
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Sariska getting ready

For the ground-breaking project to reach its successful 
end, the Central government had laid down certain 
conditions- re-location of villages from inside the Park, 
regulation of traffic entering the park and closing down 
of the National highway running through it. The Prime 
Minister, the head of TTF, gave a go-ahead in october’07. 
In March’08, Rs. 19 crores (190 million INR) were 
granted solely for re-location of villages out of Sariska.

Work started to welcome the Tigers from Ranthambhore. 
Night patrolling began and around 35 poachers were 
arrested. Trials are going on. Some have been convicted 
and some are out on bail. 40 constables of the Rajasthan 
Armed Constabulary, 60 Home guards, 100 ex-military 
men and 250 regular staff were hired to beef up the 
protection. A Flying squad to handle any forest offence 
was also formed. Patrolling and raiding were regular 
affairs and many anti-poaching tents were planted. 
Though Sariska looked like a high security prison but 
these efforts have proved to be effective. There were no 
reports of any leopard being poached in three years.

With this came the turn of people to vacate the Tiger 
land. Bagani village was relocated 100 km out of 
the Park. each family received around Rs. 90,000 as 
compensation. kankwari and Umri villages would follow 
soon. The villagers are happy with the Tiger being 
brought back and are committed to protecting them too. 

Who will go to Sariska?

The plan was to find sub-adult Tigers, around 3-4 years 
of age, who were searching for  their own territory and 
whose absence won’t create any significant vacuum. 
Such animals were identified and then it was just a wait 
for the d-day.

Tiger will fly

The Forest department made a formal request to WWF 
to arrange for a helicopter to airlift the Tigers. Ravi 
Singh, Ceo/Sectary general and director HR WWF-
India gp. Capt. (Retd.) Naresh kapila arranged one for 
the historic journey. WWF also got radio collars for the 
Tigers and handed it to the Wildlife Institute of India 
(WII).

Then came the dry run. every move was decided 
and time calculated. A helipad was created inside 
Ranthambhore National Park, so that it was as close to 
the tranquilisation site as possible. on the other hand, 
in addition to the helipad inside Sariska, arrangements 
were also made for the chopper to land in Thanagazi, a 
small township near Sariska, just in case the rain god 
got too excited.

 

oNe CoMPANy- 40 
CoNSTABleS oF THe 
RAjASTHAN ARMed 
CoNSTABUlARy, 60 
HoMe gUARdS, 100 
ex-MIlITARy MeN, 250 
RegUlAR STAFF WeRe 
HIRed.
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 The darted Tiger

on the evening of 27th june, the male Tiger was located in 
the largada area. The next day, around 8 in the morning, the 
Tiger was tranquilised. He was radio-collared and transferred 
into a specially made crate.

And then started the downpour. With the thumping rain not 
willing to stop, the process had to be halted. As soon as the 
weather cleared, the Tiger was airlifted. The 40-minute trip 
was full of nervous glances into the crate. Because of the 
rain delay, no anti-dote was given and the Tiger revived on 
his own during the flight. Surprisingly, he even took his paw 
out of small window of the crate. WII doctors made constant 
checks on him. And soon his new home came into view.

Sariska- Home away from home 

Around 1.30 pm, the helicopter landed in Sariska. The 
crate was taken out and the Tiger released in the enclosure 
especially made for this day. He walked on and made his own 
welcome meal – he made a kill! 

This was just the beginning of a comfortable future of this 
Tiger. He was soon followed by a Tigress on 4th july. The 
Tiger was finally released out of its enclosure on the 6th 
and the female on 8th july. Today they are in Sariska, under 
constant guard of the Forest department along with two 
researchers from WII, who are following the signals and 

keeping a watchful eye on them.

Today, one doesn’t know of the others presence. And 
when they do, we hope we’ll see the beginning of a 
new generation.
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People Matter
WWF WoRkS FoR PeoPle Too.

 In search of your land- Swades ki Khoj

WWF supported and introduced dheeraj, a young 
man from Mankandpur village, Terai Arc landscape 
to Swades ki khoj, a unique initiative of the Ngo 
Chirag. This program brings together concerned, 
unemployed youth and gives them a chance to 
discover the countryside. dheeraj would now undergo 
a year long training in any of the fields of primary 
education, primary healthcare, rural livelihoods and 
environmental regeneration which will prepare him 
to work later for the Ngo sector and also encourages 
more and more people to come forward and help the 
society. He will also be able to sensitise people towards 
nature. A modest stipend of Rs. 4,000 will be paid 
and after the successful completion a certificate will 
also be awarded. WWF also provided dheeraj with a 
small financial contribution to join this program and 
hopes that many like him will come forward to save the 
critical corridors and the landscape. 

©Kundan singh/ WWF- canon

 

Job for man attacked by Tiger

Mr. Pokhariyal while grazing his cattle in 2006 was 
attacked by a Tiger and then WWF along with the 
Forest department provided him with Rs. 40,000 as 
interim relief towards hid medical treatment. Though 
he has recovered, but is still not fit to work as a 
labourer. As he is the only earning member of the 
family, WWF requested the director, CTR to come 
forward and help him and now Mr. Pokhariyal is placed 
as a guard at the dhangiri gate (one of the entry 
gates of the Park). This gesture of the CTR will help 
strengthen the trust between the communities and 
agencies working in the area.
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A farmer from a village adjoining dudwa National Park started his Vermi-
Compost plant after getting trained in the February of this year by one of the 
SHgs initiated by WWF. He started with 10 kg of earthworms bought from the 
Self Help group near Corbett National Park and now he has produced around 
200 kg, which are up for sale. He has already produced 6 quintals of organic 
manure which he is using for agriculturen and is also a resource person for 
Vermi-Compost training by the other government agencies. Another farmer 
of the same village started manufacturing bio- fertilizer with the help of cattle 
dung and other biodegradable waste. He also prepares bio-repellent with cow 
urine and Azadirachta indica leaves, after getting trained by the SHg. The 
repellent is used to minimize the crop raiding by wild herbivores.   

Vermi-Compost is changing lives.

© WWF

© Dipankar Ghose/WWF-India
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behind
the 

wall
WWF CoNSTRUCTS WAllS To 
SAVe lIVeS ANd FIeldS. 

Elephant check-wall being built in Amsor village

Enticed by the wheat and pulses growing in the fields 
of Amsor village, elephants were raiding crops here and 
testing the patience of farmers. Amsor falls on the left 
bank of kho river, which is one of the crucial links in 
the corridor between Corbett and Rajaji National Parks 
Although it took sometime to get the consensus of the 
villagers, WWF initiated the process of building a wall 
around the fields- which is near completion. This would 
significantly reduce the Human-Elephant conflict in the 
area with the help of the villagers who contributed with 
the labour.

River side protection wall in Chukam village

Chukam village got a bit unlucky when river kosi 
decided to change its course. River kosi forms the 
eastern border of the Corbett Tiger Reserve. The 
shifting course of the river was damaging fields and 
threatening lives. WWF was concerned about the 
dropping level of agricultural produce and in turn fall 
in the income of the villagers, thus swung into action 
and provided the gI wire used in anchoring the wall. 
The villagers then repaired the wall along the entire 
length of the affected area. This would check soil 
erosion and will reduce the financial damage due to 
crop loss increase the productivity of the land.      
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For one
cause

India and Nepal 
work to save the 
natural heritage.

         

Indo-Nepal trans-boundary meeting in 
Belaparsua village 

Two trans-boundary meetings were held; one on 6th 
june 2008 at Belapersua village adjoining dudwa 
NP and, another on 15th june in katerniaghat WlS. 
Forest Officials, Army officials, NGO’s and community 
representatives of India and Nepal were present. This 
interaction helped in bringing all the line agencies on 
one platform to ensure biodiversity conservation on 
Indo-Nepal border. Many issues related to both the 

countries were also discussed and efforts were made 
to bridge the gaps between the Nepalese community 
and Indian line agencies and vice-versa. WWF also 
invited some political representatives of Nepal to 
drive their support for the conservation activities on 
the Indo-Nepal border. 

Western Terai Arc landscape Complex Programme 
proposed plantation on the Nepalese side with a view 
to reduce biotic pressure on Indian Forests.  

Indian villagers and Forest department assured them of 
all help for this activity. 
 
Similarly, in the field level trans-boundary meeting on 
15th june 2008 at Rampurvah FRH, the participants of 
both the countries agreed to constitute a coordination 
committee for strengthening wildlife conservation in the 
area. The coordination committee will share information 
regularly and there will be field level meetings at an 
interval  of three months.
     

© Pilibhit/WWF-India 
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Together we can
WWF IMPARTS TRAININg 
To oFFICIAlS, SCHoolS 
AS PART oF CoNSeRVA-
TIoN eFFoRTS.

© A. christy Williams
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Monitoring SML’s wild with pictures

The Forest department of kanha, Pench-Maharashtra, 
Melghat and Achankmar Tiger Reserves will soon begin 
to monitor the wilds of Satpuda-Maikal landscape 
using camera traps. on the invitation of Forest 
departments of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra, 
WWF will be training them to monitor Tigers using 
camera traps 
From Pench TR- 68 officials and from Bhor and 

Tipeashwar Wildlife Sanctuary- 120 officers were trained.  
Field director, deputy director and the entire frontline 
staff attended the session. From appropriate locations for 
camera traps to the way they are operated, everything 
was discussed.   

The challenge of understanding and profiling of Tigers 
seems passé now. With the use of camera traps, the 
contd.

© Dipankar Ghose/WWF-India

The Jungle Express
July 2008 



© A. christy Williams

The Jungle Express
June 2008 

��

 
W

W
F 

In
 A

cT
Io

n

contd.
exact Tiger number would be known, their behaviour 
would be better understood and also a clear picture 
on the poaching scenario in the area would also be 
known- as this area is known to have poaching of 
prey species which has an adverse effect on the 
Tigers. 

© A. christy Williams

Workshop of Principals and Environment 
Education Teachers at Jabalpur

The second phase of the environment education 
and awareness movement in SMl was successfully 
launched in jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh. This leg of the 
programme included 147 principals/representatives 
of various schools and colleges of the city. This is a 
part of WWF’s efforts to bring uniformity in the field 
of environment education and which the education 
departments of Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh and 
Maharashtra have accepted.

The ever-important children would now be reached 
with this initiative-which is the best bet to make sure 
that the planet lives on. These children will further 
rub their concern on their families and friends and 
hopefully we’ll have a big bunch of people with some 
habits changed for the sake of the earth.

This interaction with the teachers has proved to be 
constructive, as many of them gave their inputs for 
the preparation of the study material for children. 
They were also given the digital training kit prepared 
by SML-TCP and to identify field masters, who will be 
responsible for the block level training.

© sML/WWF-India
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Field training to Jirsong Assom on Human-Elephant 
conflict management

There is trouble brewing in the Northeast. With the 
presence of people and elephants in the same area, 
conflict is bound to spring up. And this conflict between 
elephants and people can get ugly too, claiming lives of 
both.

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) working in the interiors 
have been providing emergency relief fund during 
natural disasters. The efforts of WWF have encouraged 
CRS to recognise Human-Elephant conflict (HEC) as 
another natural disaster that needs to be tackled by 
them. To combat this conflict, they would be training 

 

villagers through jirsong Assom, a diphu based Ngo.

The first two-day training of the 27 participants from 
jirsong Assom began on 23rd june in the North Bank 
Landscape. On the first day, an in-house presentation 
was made which spoke on various aspects of 
HEC. This was supplemented with a field visit to 
Rangapara tea garden area. In the evening, village 
representatives from nearby areas were inivited to 
have a face to face discussion with officials from the 
Forest department.The next morning the participants 
were taken for a field visit to the Behali area and 
there they witnessed how communities were taking 
part in HEC management. Later Forest officers were 
present to answer their questions.

© north Bank Landscape/WWF-India

© Dipankar Ghose/WWF-India

Counting the Red Pandas

The shy Red Pandas would soon have a count to them. 
Thanks to dr. johnsingh, eminent biologist and Chief 
Scientific Advisor to WWF India who was the source of 
information and learning for Forest department Field 
officials on Red Panda population estimation. WWF-India 
and FeWMd, govt. of Sikkim from 2nd to 4th May 2008 
jointly organized the workshop, with financial support 
from WWF-germany. The trainees were mainly from 
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. Workshop comprised of 
a day’s classroom session and two days training in the 
field. 

during the workshop, dr. johnsingh shared his vast 
knowledge and experience on ecological techniques 
to estimate populations of mammals and explained 
the different techniques adopted in the field and 
suggested some tools like camera trapping to 
estimate a crude abundance of Red Panda in its 
habitat.
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Here we come 
WWF begins neW and 
signiFicant Work

Ranthambhore Programme Launched

WWF-India started off its conservation activity around 
the Ranthambhore National Park in the state of 
Rajasthan. For this, three cluster of villages have been 
identified around the Ranthambhore National Park based 
on their proximity of Tiger Reserve, grazing, fodder, fuel 
wood and small timber collection, pressures on the park, 
incidences of human-animal conflict and the willingness 
of the villagers towards change. WWF-India will begin 
its first village-level activity by preparing the micro plan 
or Bura Pahari village near Sawai Mansingh Sanctuary. 
WWF-India would also be helping with the preparation of 
the Tiger conservation plan, which involves substantial 
amount of gIS mapping work. Further conservation 
interventions will also be undertaken in the area as the 
programme progresses.

Guns for Conservation

To conserve tiger and wildlife- guns of a different kind: 
Speed guns have been provided to the forest department 
of Uttar Pradesh, to check the speeding vehicles in 
katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary and South kheri Forest 
division, where injuries and deaths of wildlife have been 
reported due to speeding vehicles. Recently, a Tiger 
was killed by a passing vehicle. To check the menace of 
speeding vehicles passing through these areas, WWF-
India has provided speed guns. These have already been 
deployed and are working successfully. The vehicles 
moving beyond the prescribed speed limit are fined and 
drivers are warned. The efficacy of these instruments is 
being closely monitored and we hope that the provision of 
these equipments would help in reducing injury and death 
of wildlife due to moving vehicles.
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Pond Sand Filter System in the Sunderbans for 
clean drinking water

At Tipligheri Sardarpara field site, Suderbans, most of 
the families are dependent on the ecosystem for their 
livelihood. Through consultations with this community, 
it was felt that the drinking water situation needed 
immediate attention since ground water in this part of 
Satjelia Island is brackish. To address this problem, the 
Pond Sand Filter (PSF) system was found appropriate. 

Similar systems are functioning in Bangladesh 
Sunderbans (areas with similar drinking water problem). 
For installing a PSF system, potential ponds were 
identified and after laboratory analysis of pond water, 
one pond was selected. discussion with the community 
was undertaken regarding the viability of maintaining the 
pond for PSF system, owner’s willingness of neighbouring 

to donate the pond for this purpose (as the pond 
shall not be used for any other household purposes), 
willingness of neighbouring households to co-operate in 
keeping the pond clean. Finally, the pond of Mr. kiran 
Sardar was selected and the owner willingly donated the 
pond.

Mr. Sardar’s pond was re-excavated to increase its water 
holding capacity. The community made partial labour 
contribution, a consulting engineer provided us with the 
engineering drawing and cost estimate. A local mason 
was engaged in construction of the PSF including fitting 
of hand pump, tap and necessary plumbing.

The filter media comprises of gravels of three different 
sizes and sand. These were brought from durgapur 
area. the PSF system was filled with the filter media 
after thorough cleaning through ‘collective action’. ‘Free 
riding’ is not possible in this system as it has no storage 
capacity and anyone desirous of drawing potable water 
has to use the hand-pump and wait for a few minutes. 
Thus, benefit sharing can be equitable without any 
monitoring mechanism.

The PSF sytem needs to be cleaned every one and half 
years. local community will be able to clean the system 
since they have already filled the filter media themselves. 
For any kind of repairing of hand-pump and tap, skilled 
labour is required. A committee of women members 
called Sardarpara Paniya jal Samity, is in charge of 

the system. The committee is collecting joining fees 
and monthly subscription to meet future maintenance 
expenditure of the system.
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                    Rhinos-no where in sight.

 IRV 2020 looking out for the translocated Rhinos.                     Both the Rhinos together.

Monitoring of 
translocated Rhinos in 
Manas.

                        Third day in Manas.

 
        early morning tracking of Rhinos in Manas.
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Compiled, Edited and Designed by Nikita Aggarwal, Species Communications Officer, Species Conservation Division, WWF-India
Contact: naggarwal@wwfindia.net , Tel: +91-11-41504783 Fax: +91-11-41504782

For more information about our projects please visit www.wwfindia.org

 
                    Anti-poaching team on a night patrol           Anti-poaching patrol on a rainy day.

                        Manas landscape.

 
        elephant mounted anti-poaching team on  
        patrol.
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