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Soldiers save a red 
panda from near 
death

Soldiers patrolling India’s borders are not only pro-
tecting their mother land, but also saving endan-
gered wildlife. 

On 5th April ’09, a team of soldiers from Sasastra 
Sema Bal (An army battalion which guards India’s 
borders with Nepal and China) rescued a female red 
panda from the jaws of a dog. The dog belonging to 
a yak owner from across the border in Nepal, had 
inflicted serious bite wounds on the neck of this red 
panda. Dogs are used by locals here to protect their 
yaks from attacks by wild animals while grazing il-
legally inside the park.

The soldiers after rescuing the highly endangered 
animal, took her to their camp where they provided 
her with emergency medical care. Later, personnel of 
the Forest Department with help of a volunteer from 
WWF-India transported her to the Darjeeling zoo for 
further treatment. 

�

Wild red pAndA finds A 
sAVioUr in JAWAns

WWF-India has been working in these region for the 
last five years to conserve the small red panda popula-
tion left there. For the past thirteen years, WWF-India 
through Project S.E.R.V.E (Save the Environment & 
Regenerate Vital Employment-Darjeeling), has been 
working to preserve the environment of Darjeeling 
Hills, restore critical habitats and create awareness 
in environmental conservation. Initiatives have also 
been made to improve livelihood of the local com-
munities. 

In November 2008, Project S.E.R.V.E in collabora-
tion with Wildlife Division l, Forest Department, 
Government of West Bengal organised various camps 
to sensitise SSB (Sasastra Sema Bal) personnel 
on wildlife crime control at Singalila National Park, 
Darjeeling, along the Indo-Nepal border. This was to 
apprise them of the Wildlife Protection Act and more 
importantly to make them aware of their responsi-
bility to control wildlife trade and crime along these 
border regions. A pocket-sized field guide displaying 
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major species of this Park and some information on 
Wildlife (Protection) Act of India, 1972 was also pro-
vided to them. 

WWF has proposed to train soldiers to rescue wild 
animals here because rescue team could take upto 
two days to reach the spot as  the terrain is hostile, 
especially in monsoons. Through this training,  sol-
diers could treat the endangered animals in distress 
and could provide them with immediate medical 
treatment. WWF will provide requisite medicines to 
the SSB camps for this purpose.

Every year many red pandas become victims of 
similar attacks. WWF is in talks with the Forest 
Department to remove these illegal dogs because 
they pose a serious threat to the existence of red 
pandas and other important species here.

the red pAndA After it WAs rescUed.
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by Sanjeeb Pradhan

(Sanjeeb is a Senior Project Officer based in 
Darjeeling)
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Veneration would be the right word to describe my 
feelings as I witnessed the mighty Brahmaputra 
strike at the chars (sandbars) and alternately create 
and erode chaporis (river islands) on its own free 
will. A river with the power to shape destinies, in-
cluding that of the tiger’s!

I was there, in North East India, to find out if tigers 
were using the chaporis as corridors to cross over 
from the Kaziranga National Park (KNP) to Laokhowa 
WLS, Burhachapori WLS and upto Orang NP. Tigers 
can travel great distances for prey and to establish 
territories and even a river like Brahmaputra, which 
has a mind of its own, cannot stop them.

With M. Firoz Ahmed, a conservation biologist from 
Aaranyak, a scientific and research NGO working in 

Brahmaputra tigers!

Assam, I started navigating these islands. But as 
yearlong siltation and erosion leads to continuous 
change and shift in the position of the islands, we 
landed up in destinations entirely unintended, even 
though we had the latest satellite imagery and GPS. 
And we talk of taming nature!

But the river was not the only one proving its point. 
The tigers were too.  They seemed to have a strategy 
to avoid us! But we were not giving up either. We 
decided to turn to locals and ask them for help. But 
we hit a roadblock. The locals didn’t know anything 
about these tigers, they said. 

Now, were the tigers so smart to have learned to 
give a slip to locals too? No, this could not possibly 
be true. Soon we realised that we were being mis-

by Jimmy Borah

Are tigers Using islAnds in 
the brAhmApUtrA riVer? heAr 
oUr reseArcher in the field...
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taken for law enforcers and hence the people were 
not talking! It took a fair amount of cajoling over 
cups of tea for us to become their confidantes and to 
get to tell us what they knew!

With the survey back on track now, we learned that 
things were not looking too bright for the tigers here. 
Loss of corridors between different patches of forests 
was leading to conflicts. Decline in prey species was 
forcing them to venture into human territory and 
prey on livestock. Consequently retaliatory killings 
were on the rise. Though there are adequate com-
pensation plans in place, cattle killing is not always 
reported. In one of the islands, we found that around 
sixty-five cattle were killed in attacks from wild ani-
mals in 2008, but very few were actually reported to 
the Forest Department. So, we may not know how 
many tigers are being killed in retaliation. We tried to 
convince the local communities to report any killing, 
which would enable us to keep a tab on the move-
ment of tigers. We hope they will.

There were enough signs to show that tigers were 
using the islands and corridors to go over to other 
habitats, but there were signs of danger too. For 
e.g. Karbi Anglong hills, between Kaziranga and 
Karbi Anglong, are infamous. Criminals seldom miss 
a chance to bring animals down. Many who escape 
to these hills during floods do not return.  So, if we 
want to link various PAs, through the Brahmaputra 
islands, anti-poaching activities will have to be 
strengthened too.

The survey will continue.  We will follow the tigers 
and will know better how they are moving between 
different PAs. The State Forest Department is also 
keen to connect the meta-population of tigers in 
KNP, Orang NP, Laokhowa WLS and Buhrachapori 
WLS by declaring it as a single Tiger Conservation 
Unit. This study will also gather updates on anthro-
pogenic activities in the potential corridor islands of 
Brahmaputra, map the entire stretch of the river from 

Kaziranga NP to Orang NP to facilitate conservation 
planning and management of meta-population of ti-
gers as well as large herbivores like rhinoceros and 
wild buffalo. This would help the forest and wildlife 
managers to formulate better management strategy 
to maintain the islands and other corridors in the 
landscape. With sincere efforts, better scientific in-
puts and onvolvement of the local communities, I 
am sure that Brahmaputra tigers will be around for 
many many years!
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(Jimmy is a Senior Project Officer, Tiger 
conservation, working in the North Bank and 
Kaziranga Karbi Anglong Landscape)



Going the GIS way

�

The long felt need within the AREAS and Tiger program 
led WWF-US, Smithsonian National Zoo and WWF-
India to jointly organise two workshops, ‘Advanced 
topics in Conservation GIS‘ and Mapping Habitat 
Loss and Human Elephant Conflicts’ from Mar 23- 
Mar 27th in Ooty, India. The primary objective of the 
workshop was to standardise forest cover monitoring 
and to prioritise meaningful analysis of the existing 
state of habitat, so spatial data could be easily shared 
between WWF AREAS and Tiger priority sites.
 
Participants from WWF offices in Nepal, Bhutan, 
Malaysia (with representatives from Sabah and 
Peninsular Malaysia), Indonesia (with representa-
tives from Sumatra and West Kalimantan), Thailand, 
Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, US, representatives from 
Sri Lanka and India (with representatives from Delhi, 
Assam, and Nilgiris-Eastern Ghats landscapes), at-
tended the workshop.  
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A comprehensiVe Workshop on 
Using gis techniqUes to sAVe 
endAngered species

During the first part of the workshop, the teams dis-
cussed important conservation tools like- ways to as-
sess quality of habitat and its suitability, methods to 
identify water towers, evaluate forest cover with prey 
density, assessment of corridors, identification of 
routes connecting different habitats.  The techniques 
were presented & discussed by Ms. Jessica Forrest, 
Dr. Peter Leimgurber, Dr. Eric Wikramanayake and Dr. 
Nikolai Sindorf. 
 
The participants also had a chance to interact with 
the district administration of Niligiris and the WWF 
team working there. Biodiversity of the Nilgiris, for-
est fires and its control, Nilgiri Biosphere and its 
conservation issues were discussed in the forum, 
which helped the participants understand the issues 
related to implementing  conservation measures  in 
the field. They were taken for a field visit to Cairn 
Hill Reserved forest, Kolari Betta (Mukuruthi National 

by Kiran Rajashekariah & Mohanraj 
with inputs from Dr Areendaran 

Park), Mudumalai Tiger Reserve and Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve to have a first hand experience of the habi-
tat change. 

The second workshop, on Land Cover Mapping and 
Human Elephant Conflict was held during Mar 23-
27, 2009. The workshop trained the participants to 
build a regional database of land use, quantify forest 
loss, human elephant conflict locations, and identi-
fied strategies for WWF  to help protect elephants, ti-
gers, and/or rhinos and their habitats. The team put 
together all spatial information on rhino, elephant 
and tiger conservation from all the AREAS program 
by using ArcGIS, ArcView and ERDAS imagine. The 
exercise also helped the participants get hands on 
experience to use the software.  
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(Kiran is Senior Co-ordinator, Policy and 
Programme, Mohanraj is Coordinator Nilgiris 
Eastern Ghats and Dr. Areendaran is Director 
IGCMC, WWF-India)
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Good times for rhinos
mArked increAse in  the popUlAtion 
of rhinos in AssAm’s kAzirAnAgA 
nAtionAl pArk.

In 2006  a census was conducted to estimate Rhino 
population in Kaziranga National Park, where in 1885 
rhinos were recorded. It was then suggested that a 
three yearly census be conducted to closeley under-
stand their population dynamics. The 9th population 
estimation for enumerating rhino figures in Kaziranga 
NP was conducted on 9 & 10 April 2009 and 2048 
Rhinos were estimated to be found here. 

This year’s census was conducted by the Assam 
Forest Department in collaboration with Asian Rhino 
Specialist Group and with support from Aaranyak, 
International Rhino Foundation and WWF AREAS 
programme. The census operations drew the atten-
tion of a lot of environmentalists and NGO’s. Senior 
Forest officials were also a part of the census. 

The Park and all its surrounding areas including 
Kukrakata RF were covered under the census op-
erations. The entire area was divided into 72 census 
blocks of different sizes. Each census block was cov-
ered by an enumeration team consisting of at least 
three members on elephant back. The survey for 
each block commenced at about 5.00AM and contin-
ued till the whole block was covered and every rhino 
individual was counted and recorded in the provided 
formats. 

Most of the teams were lucky to see not only rhinos 
but also large numbers of elephants, buffalos and 
deers and few tigers. WWF-India was represented by 

Dr Pranab J. Bora, Mr Ramesh Bhatta, Dr. Garga M. 
Das and Mr. Amit Sharma. 

Earlier, as part of the same process, the rhino pop-
ulation estimation was carried out in Rajiv Gandhi 
Orang National Park on 24th March 2009. Mr. Hiten 
K. Baishya and Mr. Sanjay Gogoi from WWF-India 
participated in the process as enumerators. A total 
of 64 rhinos were counted in the operation and in the 
last census of 2006, 68 rhinos were recorded.  

Indian Rhino Vision 2020, popularly known as IRV 
2020 aims to build a 3,000 strong rhino population 
spread across seven Protected Areas in Assam by 
the year 2020. WWF-India has also been provid-
ing emergency support to the Assam FD especially 
in Kaziranga and Orang NP and Pobitora WLS in the 
form of assistance to construct anti-poaching and pa-
trolling camps and giving equipment for anti-poach-
ing activities, vehicles like jeeps, motorcycles, bikes 
and even a motorised boat. in addition to some need 
based staff welfare activities.

rhino in the kAzirAngA nAtionAl pArk

by Amit Sharma
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(Amit is Co-ordinator, Rhino Conservation)
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Whose home is 
Anayirangal?
elephAnts And people stAke clAim 
for the sAme lAnd

The tall trees on steep slopes dwarfed everything 
around them. Then there were sounds of animals, 
which were there somewhere; smells which woke the 
life back in me. I wanted to take in as much as I could. 
And to make space for more. I was in Anayirangal, in 
Kerala- God’s own country. 

Anayirangal, like many villages in the shadow of 
Kerala’s Western Ghats, is surrounded by forests, in 
this case those belonging to the Munnar Territorial 
Division. It also has a reservoir besides it. The vil-
lage used to grow a lot of tea, but the tea growers 
left one day after the lease expired. The Government 
stepped in and to revive the forests, it planted it with 
pine and eucalyptus. Elephants that had long ago left 
Anayirangal, miraculously returned home one day. 
(Anayirangal in Tamil means ‘where elephants de-
scent’).  Incidentally, five years ago, the Government 
allocated this land to many tribal families. As if this 
was not enough, resorts sprung up in the corridors 

elephants use. Then, the problems started.

Elephants now raid fields, to the dismay of the poor 
people. Two women have lost their lives so far in 2009 
and many have been injured. More trouble awaits, as 
another five hundred and twenty three families are 
ready to move in to occupy land allotted to them.

Realising the gravity of the problem WWF-India has 
involved itself in the area. It is working to mitigate 
the conflict here. A meeting was organised with the 
District Collector, Idduki; Principal Chief Conservator 
of Forests, Kerala; and the Conservator of Forest, 
High Range Circle. Possible corridors for easy move-
ment of elephants and reasons for their not using 
them have been identified. More studies are under-
way to explore possible co-existence options for both 
humans and elephants. 

As a short term measure, the Tribal Department has 
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erected a solar power fence in one part of the newly 
created tribal settlement. Preliminary surveys have 
indicated that this has in fact has led the conflict to 
move to nearby settlements. 

Anayirangal today is a battleground. People and el-
ephants in the opposite camps. Though it is easy 
to leave this issue on time to tell who will survive, 
WWF-India has chosen to intervene and ensure there 
is a win-win situation for both humans and wildlife. 

by Rameshan M

 

destrUction cAUsed by elephAnts in AnAyirAngAl.
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(Rameshan is a Research Assis-
tant with South Western Ghats team)
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My first brush with World Wildlife Fund was when I 
was around eight years old. In early 1980s, like much 
of India, toothpaste variety at my home was restrict-
ed to either Colgate or Binaca - now Cibaca. Each 
toothpaste pack carried a tear away coupon that one 
could fill and send to an address in India. In return, 
we received a beautiful Tiger poster. I did this twice 
and received posters in both the instances. As a kid I 
was excited not only about some one in a far way city 
responding to my letter but also sending me a poster 
of Tiger – something that I deeply appreciated

In mid/late eighties, the environment movement and 
spirit of outdoors was catching up with youth in a big 
way in Karnataka. Though seventies saw the imple-
mentation of Wildlife Protection Act and creation of 
new sanctuaries - many of them in Karnataka, the 
eighties saw some of Peninsular India’s best rain-
forests being drowned for dams, chiefly in Western 
Ghats. Forests were also being lost for mining, roads, 
regularisation of encroachments etc. 

Around the same time, WWF-India launched its 
Nature Club of India (NCI) movement. Resources 
provided by WWF for nature clubs in the form of edu-
cation materials like handbooks and field guides gave 
the much needed direction for budding naturalists 
in the state. For many of us from small towns like 
Tumkur, Mysore and Chikmagalur the timing could 
not have been better. These nature clubs went on to 
produce some amazing nature conservationists and 
field naturalists, who have made an impact not only 
in India but abroad as well. 

I have been with WWF-India for a little over a month 
now. And I see it continuing with its outstanding work 
to conserve India’s wildlife.

Meet the Team
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Ameen Ahmed

Ameen has joined Species and Landscapes Divi-
sion as Senior Manager, Communications.
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Let’s Talk About 
Them Too
beAUtifUl Wild AnimAls
of indiA, Which yoU 
rArely heAr AboUt

Lion-Tailed macaque
 
Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Mammalia
Order: Primates
Family: Cercopithecidae
Genus: Macaca
Species: Silenus

Lion-tailed macaques, Macaca silenus, belong to the 
family of primates. They get their name from the grey 
mane which covers their face. Apart from the tufted 
tail, which looks like that of a lion’s, these primates 
also have a glossy black coat. They are around 46-
60 cm long and weigh about 6-8 kilos. Females are 
smaller than males.

They are usually found on tree-tops, in the dense ev-
ergreen and semi evergreen forests of Western Ghats 
spread across Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 
Silent Valley NP (Kerela), Agumbe Rainforests and 
Sharavathy Valley WLS (Karnataka) and Kalakkad 
and Anamalai WLS (Tamila Nadu) are some places 

by Aishwarya Maheshwari

Compiled, Edited and Designed by Species and Landscapes, WWF-India
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where one can spot them.

These primates are good climbers and spend their 
day entirely on tree tops. They are active during 
the day and stay away from humans, unlike other 
macaques.  They live in hierarchical groups, which 
can range from ten to twenty individuals, with some 
males and many females. Lion-tailed macaques are 
territorial animals and defend their territory from 
other invading troop with loud cries. They feed on 
fruits, leaves, buds, insects and small vertebrates. 

Lion-tailed macaques are one of the rarest and most 
threatened primates and listed under Scheduled I of 
India’s Wildlife Protection Act. They are categorised 
as Endangered in the IUCN Red List. Among the rea-
sons for their plummeting numbers are isolation and 
fragmentation of their habitat by spread of cash crops 
like tea, coffee, teak and cinchona. Construction of 
water reservoirs for irrigation and power generation 
and human settlements are also driving these pri-
mates to near extinction.
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(Aishwarya is a Project Officer for 
our project on Snow Leopards)


