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The high-altitude wetlands of the Hindu Kush Himalayas (HKH), 
characterized by unique biodiversity not found anywhere else on 
the globe, have profound ecological, socioeconomic, and cultural 
importance. Although these wetlands are often undervalued, their 
health is vital to a vast area both upstream and downstream. 

High-altitude wetlands serve as:
n repositories for rich, high-altitude aquatic biodiversity;
n habitats and breeding grounds for important local and 

migratory species;
n natural carbon sinks and local climate stabilizers; and
n reservoirs of freshwater crucial not only for local communities, 

but also for those living in river basins downstream. 

As the ecotone between high-altitude water bodies and 
surrounding land, wetlands also play an important role in the 
hydrological cycle, including water filtration, storage, and 
recharge as well as flood control. In addition, they provide 
resources that are vital to sustaining the lives, livelihoods, culture, 
and spirituality of local communities. 

Despite conservation efforts, high-altitude wetlands and their rich 
biodiversity are under increasing threat from climate change, 
unregulated tourism, and the unsustainable exploitation of natural 
resources from the wetlands and the surrounding catchments. The 
impacts are already felt among local communities and have many 
potential negative consequences for areas downstream as well.

This side event will showcase the importance of conserving these 
productive, biodiversity-rich ecosystems at both the regional and 
global levels. Experts will share experiences and lessons learnt on 
managing high altitude wetlands in the HKH region and highlight 
values provided by these precious ecosystems. 

  Provisional Agenda 

18:15–18:20  Welcome remarks Dr David Molden  
Director General, ICIMOD

18:20–18:35 Keynote address: 
Himalayan High-Altitude 
Wetlands: Issues and 
Challenges 

Prof. Wu Ning  
ICIMOD

18:35–18:45 Black-necked Cranes 
as an Instrument for 
Regional Conservation of 
High-Altitude Wetlands 

Pankaj Chandan  
WWF-India 

18:45–19:55  High-Altitude Wetland 
Conservation in Bhutan  

Tshering Phuntsho, Royal 
Society for Protection of 
Nature, Bhutan 

18.55–19.05  Innovative Approaches 
to High-Altitude Wetland 
Conservation in 
Arunachal Pradesh

Dr Pijush Kumar Dutta, 
WWF India

19.05–19.40 Panel Discussion: Will 
More Effective Valuation 
of High Altitude 
Wetlands Lead to their 
Long-Term Conservation?

Dr David Molden 
ICIMOD

Dr S Kaul, Advisor, 
Ministry of Environment 
and Forests, India

BC Choudhary 
Wetland expert

Representative, RAMSAR 
Secretariat (tbc)

19:40–19:45 Closing remarks Dr Sejal Worah  
WWF India
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