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UNIT 1 LEADING GLOBAL TOURISM DESTINATIONS

Contents

1. Introduction

2. Tourism Across the Continents

3. Top Tourism Destinations Across the Globe

1. INTRODUCTION

Over the decades, tourism has experienced continued growth and deepening diversification
to become one of the fastest growing economic sectors in the world. Modern tourism is
closely linked to development and encompasses a growing number of new destinations.
These dynamics have turned tourism into a key driver for socio-economic progress.

Today, the business volume of tourism equals or even surpasses that of oil exports, food
products or automobiles. Tourism has become one of the major players in international
commerce, and represents at the same time one of the main income sources for many
developing countries. This growth goes hand in hand with an increasing diversification and
competition among destinations.

This global spread of tourism in industrialised and developed states has produced economic
and employment benefits in many related sectors — from construction to agriculture or
telecommunications. The contribution of tourism to economic well-being depends on the
quality and the revenues of the tourism offer.

There are a number of benefits of tourism for both the tourist and the host destination. On a
large scale it offers a good alternative to some more destructive industries for generating
income both on nationally and privately.

The tourism industry encompasses many different areas, so it also creates jobs in many
different areas.  With tourism comes hotels, resturants, car rental agencies, tour companies,
service stations, souvenier shops, sports equipment rentals and much more.  All of this
creates many different levels of employment for people in a given community.

In many places the introduction and development of tourism allows local people an
opportunity for economic and educational growth that would not otherwise be available.  In
addition, it allows both the tourist and the local community  a chance to experience other
cultures, which broadens understanding.
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If properly used, tourism generated income can be tremendously beneficial to the host country
and it’s local communities.  Tourism generated income can be used on a national and local
level to better education, improve infrastructure, to fund conservation efforts, and to promote
more responsible tourism.

2. TOURISM ACROSS THE CONTINENTS

Over time, an ever increasing number of destinations have opened up and invested in tourism
development, turning modern tourism into a key driver of socio-economic progress through
the creation of jobs and enterprises, infrastructure development and the export revenues
earned.

Our world is such a diverse place, that every continent and country has something unique to
offer. All the different continents have their own specialties and choosing the best can be
quite difficult. The seven continents, namely: Asia, America, Europe, Africa, Australia and
Antarctica, have such distinct features and attractions, that it can be tough to decide which
ones are the Top Continents to Visit. While Europe is famous for its architecture, Australia
is a paradise for beach lovers. Africa is the land of wildlife and North America offers the
ultimate western experience. Destination diversity offered by Asia is hard to find at any
other continent while South America is famous for diverse cultural as well as natural diversity.
The countries in Asia continent, China and India, have rich historical and cultural heritage.
The 7 continents in order of size are:

1) Asia - 43,810,000 km2

2) Africa - 30,370,000 km2

3) North America - 24,490,000 km2

4) South America - 17,840,000 km2

5) Antarctica - 13,720,000 km2

6) Europe - 10,180,000 km2

7) Australia - 7,692,024 km2

Let us examine the status of tourism industry in brief in each of the continents.

1) Asia – Covering a full one-third of our planet’s surface makes Asia the largest continent
on earth. From sparkling lakes and meandering rivers to towering majestic mountain ranges
and dense forests Asian Tourism promises an experience to last a life time.
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For convenience, Asia can be divided into the following sub-regions:

a) Central Asia – Central Asia is the core region of the Asian continent and stretches
from the Caspian Sea in the west to China in the east and from Afghanistan in the south to
Russia in the north. It is also sometimes referred to as Middle Asia, and, colloquially, “the
stans” (as the five countries generally considered to be within the region all have names
ending with the Persian suffix “-stan”, meaning “land of ”) and is within the scope of the
wider Eurasian continent.

In modern contexts, all definitions of Central Asia include these five republics of the former
Soviet Union: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Other
areas sometimes included are Afghanistan, Mongolia, eastern Iran and northern and western
Pakistan, and sometimes Xinjiang and Tibet in western China and southern Siberia in western
Russia.

b) East Asia – East Asia  geographically and geopolitically covers about 12,000,000 km2

(4,600,000 sq mi), or about 28 per cent of the Asian continent, about 15 per cent bigger than
the area of Europe. More than 1.5 billion people, about 38 per cent of the population of Asia
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or 22 per cent of all the people in the world, live in East Asia. The region is one of the
world’s most populated places, with a population density of 133 inhabitants per square
kilometer (340 /sq mi), being about three times the world average of 45 /km2 (120 /sq mi),
although Mongolia has the lowest population density of a sovereign state. It ranks second in
population only to Southern Asia.

As per definitions of UN, subregion of Eastern Asia contains the entirety of the China,
Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Mongolia and Republic of China (Taiwan). Culturally,
China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Vietnam are commonly seen as being encompassed by
cultural East Asia. In business and economics, East Asia has been used to refer to a wide
geographical area covering ten countries in ASEAN, China, Japan, South Korea, and Republic
of China (Taiwan).

c) North Asia – This region consists of the Asian portion of Russia.

d) South Asia – South Asia or Southern Asia or Indian Subcontinent is the southern region
of the Asian continent, which comprises the sub-Himalayan countries and, for some
authorities, also includes the adjoining countries to the west and the east. Topographically,
it is dominated by the Indian Plate, which rises above sea level as the Indian subcontinent
south of the Himalayas and the Hindu Kush. South Asia is bounded on the south by the
Indian Ocean and on land (clockwise, from west) by West Asia, Central Asia, East Asia and
Southeast Asia.

Different sources vary in their statements of which nations are part of the region. For example,
according to the United Nations geographical region classification, Southern Asia comprises
the countries of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka. However, the United Nations notes that the “assignment of countries or areas to
specific groupings is for statistical convenience and does not imply any assumption regarding
political or other affiliation of countries or territories.” By some definitions, some of those
nations are not part of the region, and by some definitions, Iran, Burma and Tibet are also
included in the region.

South Asia is home to well over one fifth of the world’s population, making it both the most
populous and the most densely populated geographical region in the world. The South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation is an economic cooperation organisation in the
region.

e) Southeast Asia – Southeast Asia or Southeastern Asia is a subregion of Asia, consisting
of the countries that are geographically south of China, east of India, west of New Guinea
and north of Australia. The region lies on the intersection of geological plates, with heavy
seismic and volcanic activity. Southeast Asia consists of two geographic regions: Mainland
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Southeast Asia, also known as Indochina, comprises Cambodia, Laos, Burma (Myanmar),
Thailand, Vietnam and Peninsular Malaysia, and Maritime Southeast Asia comprises Brunei,
East Malaysia, East Timor, Indonesia, Philippines, Christmas Island and Singapore.

f) Western Asia – Western Asia, West Asia, Southwest Asia or Southwestern Asia are
terms that describe the westernmost portion of Asia. The terms are partly coterminous with
the Middle East, which describes a geographical position in relation to Western Europe
rather than its location within Asia. Due to this perceived Eurocentrism, international
organisations such as the United Nations, have replaced Middle East and Near East with
Western Asia. This region and Europe are collectively referred to as Western Eurasia.

Compare Regions of Asia described by UN:

North Asia

Central Asia

Southwest Asia

South Asia

East Asia

Southeast Asia
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Some famous destinations popular with international travellers in Asia are:

♣ Chiang Mai (Thailand) – Many travellers prefer Thailand’s pleasant northern capital
over the hectic pace of life in Bangkok. Most of the tourist action happens within
Chiang Mai’s Old City, where orange-robed monks from the many temples smile as
they pass.

From cultural festivals and sprawling night markets to mountain trekking and numerous
temples — Chiang Mai attracts over a million visitors annually who can’t wait to
come back.

♣ Penang (Malaysia) – Known as the “Pearl of the Orient,” Penang is a place to relax,
eat to the brink of misery, and appreciate Malaysia in a new way. Malaysians are quite
proud of their large island.

A legacy of colonisation in Penang has produced what is arguably some of the best
cuisine in all of Southeast Asia. Penang hawker food combines the best of Malay with
influences from Chinese and Indian immigrants to produce mouthwatering creations
such as laksa noodles.
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♣ Singapore – Singapore is a place that has a pleasant vibe, lively Indian and Chinese
culture, speaks good English, and is pleasant enough just to stroll. You could spend
months living in Singapore and still discover hidden places and eateries the guidebooks
have missed!
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♣ Malaysian Borneo –  Sabah, one of two states belonging to Malaysian Borneo, is a
natural paradise. Plentiful rainforest, endangered orangutans, and indigenous cultures
are certainly worth grabbing a cheap flight from Kuala Lumpur.

Sabah is the perfect balance between wild and developed. Kota Kinabalu, the capital
of Sabah, is a happening tourist city in the shadow of towering Mount Kinabalu. When
you’ve had enough shopping and cheap seafood, trade the concrete for East Sabah,
where there are plenty of opportunities to experience Southeast Asia at its wildest.
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♣ Islands in Thailand – Some too small to merit a dot on a map, the islands in Thailand
are among the world’s most beautiful.  The diversity of the Thai islands is amazing.
Phuket and Koh Samui are developed, tourist hot spots with vibrant nightlife, while
tiny Koh Lipe barely maintains electricity. Beautiful Koh Lanta is the perfect
compromise.

♣ Siem Reap (Cambodia) – Siem Reap is the gateway for exploring one of Southeast
Asia’s most fascinating UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Angkor Wat. Over 900 years
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old, the temples of Angkor are scattered across 600 square miles of jungle. The jungle
is slowly reclaiming the ancient temples as vines strangle ruins and break apart bricks.

Angkor Archaeological Park, located in northern Cambodia, is one of the most important
archaeological sites in Southeast Asia. Angkor itself has no accommodations and few
facilities; the nearby town of Siem Reap, just 6 km. south, is the tourist hub for the
area. Stretching over some 400 square kilometers, including forested area, Angkor
Archaeological Park contains the magnificent remains of several capitals of the Khmer
Empire of the 9th to the 15th centuries, including the largest pre-industrial city in the
world. The most famous are the Temple of Angkor Wat and, at Angkor Thom, the
Bayon Temple with its countless sculptural decorations.

♣ Angkor Archaeological Park was declared a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1992. At
the same time, it was also placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger due to
looting, a declining water table, and unsustainable tourism. UNESCO has now set up
a wide-ranging programme to safeguard this symbolic site and its surroundings.
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♣ Beijing (China) – Being capital of the People’s Republic of China, it is the nation’s
political, economic, cultural, educational and international trade and communication
center. Located in northern China, close to the port city of Tianjin and partially
surrounded by Hebei Province, it also serves as the most important transportation hub
and port of entry.

As one of the six ancient cities in China, it has been the heart and soul of politics and
society throughout its long history and consequently there is an unparalleled wealth of
discovery to delight and intrigue travellers as they explore the city’s ancient past and
exciting modern development. Now it has become one of the most popular tourist
destinations in the world, with about 140 million Chinese tourists and 4.4 million
international visitors in a year1 . Amazing UNESCO World Heritage Sites such as the
Great Wall and the Forbidden City make navigating Beijing’s urban sprawl well worth
the effort.

♣ Bali (Indonesia) – Bali, with its miles of beaches and volcanic landscapes, is nothing
short of magic. Once only a destination for honeymooners and surfers, Bali is now one

1
Forbes Travel Guide, Beijing, November 15, 2011.
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of the top destinations in Asia. Most of the action culminates in South Bali at hedonistic
Kuta Beach. Travellers in search of more than a hangover head for Ubud, the peaceful
cultural center of Bali, or even opt to climb a volcano in the Kintamani Region.

Excellent beaches, a welcoming Hindu culture, and beautiful scenery make Bali the
busiest island in Indonesia. The tourism industry is primarily focused in the south,
while significant in the other parts of the island as well. The main tourist locations are
the town of Kuta (with its beach), and its outer suburbs of Legian and Seminyak (which
were once independent townships), the east coast town of Sanur (once the only tourist
hub), in the center of the island Ubud, to the south of the Ngurah Rai International
Airport, Jimbaran and the newer development of Nusa Dua and Pecatu.

♣ Tokyo (Japan) – Tourism in Tokyo is a major industry. In 2006, 4.81 million foreigners
and 420 million Japanese visits to Tokyo were made; the economic value of these
visits totaled 9.4 trillion yen according to the government of Tokyo. Many tourists
visit the various downtowns, stores and entertainment districts throughout the
neighbourhoods of the special wards of Tokyo; particularly school children on class
trips, a visit to Tokyo Tower is de rigueur. Cultural offerings include both omnipresent
Japanese pop culture and associated districts (Shibuya and Harajuku), subcultural
attractions such as Studio Ghibli anime center, as well as museums like the Tokyo
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National Museum, which houses 37 per cent of the country’s artwork national treasures
(87/233). Though no buildings in Tokyo are World heritage sites and only the Jizo
Hall of Shofuku-ji, a suburban temple, is a National treasure, other popular attractions
include the Imperial Palace, Meiji Shrine and Sensô-ji, a popular temple. Finally, many
tourists, particularly foreign tourists, visit Tsukiji Fish Market, as the time-zone
difference leads to foreign visitors waking up very early local time.

♣ Goa (India) – Goa is India’s smallest and wealthiest state, mostly thanks to abundant
tourism. Once mainly a haven for hippie culture and electronic music lovers, Goa has
grown into a sophisticated destination. Today, many excellent beaches ranging from
highly developed to relatively untouched lure travellers away from hectic Mumbai
and Delhi. If the sun and tourists become too much, one can consider heading north to
the Himalayas with a visit to Manali, Dharshala or other hill stations in North India.
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2) Africa – The countries of Africa can be divided into three groups relative to tourism:
1) those countries with a developed tourism industry; 2) those with a developing industry;
and 3) those that would like to develop a tourism industry.
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Countries like Egypt, South Africa, Morocco and Tunisia have a successful tourism industry.
Countries like Kenya, Zimbabwe, Swaziland and Mauritius can be considered as countries
that have steady and consistent income from tourism. Countries like Tanzania, Algeria and
Burundi are countries that have little to no economic benefit from tourism, but would like to
see it expand.

The successful countries in tourism are thriving due to a variety of factors. Counties like
Morocco and Tunisia benefit from their beautiful beaches and their relative proximity to
Europe. Tourism in Egypt is based on the rich history of Ancient Egypt, pyramids and
artifacts. South Africa and Kenya benefit from wild safari expeditions, attracting tourists to
see the wildlife of Africa.

The tourism industry is a major sector of the economy for many African countries. The four
countries that benefit the most from tourism are Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and South Africa.
A second category includes the countries of Namibia, Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania,
and Kenya. The following table  shows the data of most countries in Africa. For a variety of
reasons, many countries have no data.

All of the data presented here is from the World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) and from
“Reviewing Africa in the Global Tourism Economy”.2

Country Arrivals 2005

Algeria 1,443,000

Angola 210,000

Benin No DATA

Botswana 1,559,000

Burkina Faso NO DATA

Burundi 148,000

Cameroon 210,000

Cape Verde 198,000

Central African Republic NO DATA

Chad NO DATA

Comoros NO DATA

Republic of the Congo NO DATA

Côte d’Ivoire NO DATA

Democratic Republic of the Congo 61,000

2
Rogerson, Christian (2007). “Reviewing Africa in the global tourism economy”, Vol. 24 No. 3 United Nations
World Tourism Organisation. September 2007.
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Djibouti 30,000

Egypt 8,244,000

Equatorial Guinea NO DATA

Eritrea 83,000

Ethiopia NO DATA

Gabon NO DATA

Gambia 111,000

Ghana NO DATA

Guinea 45,000

Guinea-Bissau NO DATA

Kenya NO DATA

Lesotho 304,000

Libya NO DATA

Madagascar NO DATA

Malawi NO DATA

Mali 143,000

Mauritius 934827

Mauritania NO DATA

Morocco 5,843,000

Mozambique NO DATA

Namibia NO DATA

Niger NO DATA

Nigeria NO DATA

Réunion 409,000

Rwanda NO DATA

Sao Tome PM 11,000

Senegal 769,000

Seychelles 129,000

Sierra Leone 40,000

South Africa 7,518,000

Sudan NO DATA

Swaziland 839,000
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Tanzania NO DATA

Togo 81,000

Tunisia 6,378,000

Uganda 468,000

Zambia NO DATA

Zimbabwe 1,559,000

Some famous destinations popular with international travellers in Africa are:

♣ The Masai Mara (Kenya) – For an ultimate African safari adventure, Masai Mara in
Kenya is the place to be. During the dry season from July to October the wildlife
spectacle is unparalleled. Nowhere else can one watch the annual migration of over a
million wildebeest from a hot-air balloon. The ‘Mara’ is as close to “Out of Africa” as
you can get.

♣ Victoria Falls (Zimbabwe/Zambia) – There is nothing quite like getting a thorough
soaking from the roaring, powerful Victoria Falls. The spray is so impressive from the
look-out points, it feels like you are in the middle of a torrential rainstorm.
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The Victoria Falls lie in between Zambia and Zimbabwe in Southern Africa.

The Victoria Falls are just over 1 mile wide (1.7 km) and 355 feet (108 m) high. During
the wet season over 500 million liters (19 million cubic feet) of water plummets over
the edge into the Zambezi River. This incredible amount of water generates a huge
amount of spray which shoots 1000 feet into the sky and can be seen 30 miles away,
hence the name Mosi-oa-Tunya (Smoke that thunders).

♣ Pyramids of Giza (Egypt) – The Pyramids of Giza, just outside Cairo in Egypt,
represent one of the greatest architectural feats by man. The last surviving member of
the Seven Wonders of the World, the Great Pyramid of Giza is one of the world’s
oldest tourist attractions, built more than 5000 years ago.

There are in fact three main pyramids in Giza; the Great Pyramid of Khufu (or Cheops),
The Pyramid of Kafhre and the smaller Pyramid of Menkaura. Each Pyramid is a tomb
to a different King of Egypt.
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In front of the pyramids lies the Sphinx, or Abu al-Hol in Arabic, “Father of Terror”.

♣ Djenne (Mali) – Djenne (Mali), founded in 800 AD, is one of sub-Saharan Africa’s
oldest cities. Situated on an island in the Niger River delta, Djenne was a natural hub
for traders who shuttled their goods between the Sahara desert and the forests of Guinea.
Through the years Djenne also became a center of Islamic learning and its market
square is still dominated by the beautiful Grand Mosque. Djenne is located a few
hundred miles downstream from Timbuktu.

The market in Djenne, held every Monday, is one of the most interesting and lively
markets in Africa, and well worth planning your trip around. The best time to go is at
the end of the rainy season (August/September) when Djenne turns into an island.
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♣ Cape Town (South Africa) – Cape Town is a highlight of any trip to Southern Africa.
The natural beauty of Cape Town makes it one of the most attractive cities in the
world. Cape Town boasts beautiful beaches as well as the impressive Table Mountain
right in the heart of the city. The restaurants are world class, and so are the wines. Cape
Town is also one of the most culturally diverse cities in Africa and has reputation for
social tolerance.

Some top attractions in Cape Town include The Victoria and Alfred Waterfront for
dining and shopping, Robben Island where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for 18
years, Cape Town’s Beaches, Table Mountain and The Winelands.

♣ Marrakech (Morocco)  – Situated at the foot of the Atlas mountains in Morocco, the
imperial city of Marrakech is large, noisy, polluted and fascinating. There are so many
things to see, you should spend at least 3 days in Marrakech. Stay in a Riad in the
medina (old walled part of town), because this is where all the action is. The Majorelle
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Gardens offer a lovely respite from the bustle of the souqs and should not be missed.
The heart of the medina, the Djemma el Fnaa, should also be a priority for anyone who
visits.

♣ Omo River Region (Ethiopia) – Combining white-water rafting with an unparalleled
cultural adventure is my idea of a perfect holiday. The Omo River Region of
Southwestern Ethiopia, is a fascinating destination. The remote location, which is
barely accessible by 4 wheel-drive, has meant that traditional customs and beliefs are
very much intact for the more than 50 tribes who live there. It is advisable to join a tour
since it is difficult to get around on your own and it will enhance your understanding
of the different cultures you are seeing.
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Virunga Mountains (Tracking Gorillas) , Uganda, Rwanda, DRC

♣ The Virunga National Park, formerly named Albert National Park, is a 7800 km2 National
Park that stretches from the Virunga Mountains in the South, to the Rwenzori Mountains
in the North, in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, bordering Volcanoes
National Park in Rwanda and Rwenzori Mountains National Park and Queen Elizabeth
National Park in Uganda.

The park was established in 1925 as Africa’s first national park and is a UNESCO-
designated World Heritage Site since 1979. In recent years poaching and the Congo
Civil War have seriously damaged its wildlife population. The park is managed by the
Congolese National Park Authorities, the Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la
Nature (ICCN) and its partner the Africa Conservation Fund (UK).
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With only about 700 mountain gorillas left in the world, seeing them in the wild is
something only a few people will ever have the chance to experience. About 300
mountain gorillas inhabit the extinct volcanic region of the Virunga Range along the
borders of Rwanda, Uganda and the DRC in East Africa. The time one is allowed to
spend observing them the gorillas is limited. Although mountain gorillas are now
extremely rare and listed as one of the most critically endangered species, successful
conservation work has helped to secure the remaining populations. Their populations
actually increased during the years of political upheaval in the region (1994-2004), and
have continued to do so even throughout the difficult period of 2007-2008. The 2010
Mountain Gorilla census has indicated that the conservation efforts of Virunga have
been very successful regarding the Gorilla population.

The park is known for its exceptional (bio)diversity, containing more bird, mammal
and reptile species than any protected area on the African continent. Both savanna and
forest elephants as well as chimpanzees and low land gorillas can still be found in
Virunga, along with Okapi, giraffes, buffaloes and many endemic birds. The
neighbouring Mount Hoyo area was managed with the park and is home to a population
of Bambuti Pygmy people, caves and waterfalls.

Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo © Martin Harvey / WWF-Canon
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♣ Mount Kilimanjaro (Tanzania) – Africa is known as one of the best destinations for
adventure travel and what can be more adventurous than hiking up the world’s tallest
free standing mountain. Africa’s highest peak, Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania stands
at 19,340 feet (5896 m) and takes 6 days to conquer. The exciting thing about this
mountain is that anyone who is fit and determined can make it up. No special climbing
equipment or expertise is needed. That said, almost 75 per cent of attempts fail because
people figure it’s doable in shorts, t-shirt and a couple of beers for hydration.

Mount Kilimanjaro  Tanzania Tourist Board

♣ Zanzibar (Tanzania) – Zanzibar is one of Africa’s top destinations because of its
fascinating history and its incredible beaches. Zanzibar’s location in the Indian Ocean
(off the coast of Tanzania) has made it a natural trading center throughout its history.
Famous for its spices, Zanzibar also became an important slave trading post under its
Arab rulers.

The capital of Zanzibar, located on the island of Unguja, is Zanzibar City. The historic
center, known as Stone Town, is a World Heritage Site and is claimed to be the only
functioning ancient town in East Africa. Arab influences are obvious throughout Zanzibar
especially in Stone Town which is one of the island’s biggest attractions. This UNESCO
World Heritage site (Stone Town) boasts beautiful traditional houses, narrow alleyways,
a Sultan’s palace and many mosques.
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Zanzibar is the home of the endemic Zanzibar Red Colobus Monkey, the Zanzibar
Servaline Genet, and the (possibly extinct) Zanzibar Leopard.

Sultan’s Palace, Stone Town, Zanzibar  Vincent van Zeijst

3) North America – The northernmost continent of western hemisphere, North America
is one of the most travelled continents of the world. It is the planet’s 3rd largest continent,
which includes 23 countries and dozens of possessions and territories. It contains all
Caribbean and Central America countries, Canada, Mexico, the United States of America,
as well as Greenland – the world’s largest island.

Positioned in the planet’s northern and western hemispheres, it is bordered in the north by
the Arctic Ocean, in the east by the Atlantic Ocean, in the southeast by the Caribbean Sea
and Gulf of Mexico, and in the west by the Pacific Ocean.
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Boasting of some of the most economically powerful countries, North America is one of the
wealthiest continents of the world. But then North America is more than a economically
and politically powerful continent, it comprises of countries that are rich in natural wonders
and all the other paraphernalia associated with tourism. Tourism in North America is a
booming industry and features some of the most visited Tourist Attractions of the world like
Niagara Falls, the Grand Canyon and Rocky Mountains.

One of the reasons behind the flourishing tourism industry of the continent is the fact that it
boasts of all the elements to make it a one of the most coveted travel destinations of the
world. One can find here everything from sprawling and spectacular white sandy beaches
to breathtaking mountain ranges that offers you the opportunity to try out a number of
adventure sports like trekking and rock climbing. The whole continent can be divided into
four broad regions, the Great Plains, the Mountainous West that includes the Great Basin,
the Rocky Mountains, Alaska and California, the Plateau of the Canadian Shield and the
Eastern territories, which includes Atlantic seaboard, the Appalachian Mountains, and the
Florida peninsula.
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These four broad divisions further highlight the natural resources of the continent. Some of
the popular natural wonders of Tourist attractions are the Grand Canyon, Mount McKinley
in Alaska and five great lakes of United States of America that include Lake Huron, Lake
Ontario, Lake Michigan, Lake Erie and Lake Superior. Besides these, you can also have
access to numerous beach destinations that ranks amongst the best in the world.

But then, a trip to North America is incomplete without a tour of some of the most
economically strong and technologically advanced cities of the world like New York. New
York is a must visit for all those who are planning a trip of North America, it is a city that is
rich in culture and is also one of the biggest commercial centers of the world. The city
features some of the most visited tourist attractions of the world like the Times Square,
Broadway Theaters, Empire State Building and the Statue of Liberty.

Canada has a large domestic and foreign tourism industry. The second largest country in the
world, Canada’s incredible geographical variety is a significant tourist attractor. Much of
the country’s tourism is centered around Canada’s four largest cities, Toronto, Montreal,
Vancouver and Ottawa, well known for their culture, diversity, as well as the many national
parks and historic sites.

Mexico, again has a large tourism industry. The most notable attractions are the Meso-
American ruins, colonial cities and the beach resorts. The nation’s temperate climate and
unique culture – a fusion of the European (particularly Spanish) and the Meso-American –
make Mexico an attractive destination. The peak tourism seasons in the country are during
December and the mid-Summer, with brief surges during the week before Easter and Spring
break, when many of the beach resort sites become popular destinations for college students
from the United States.

The vast majority of tourists come to Mexico from the United States and Canada. Other
visitors come from Europe and Asia. A small number of tourists also come from other Latin
American countries. There is also a burgeoning domestic tourism trade as a growing affluent
middle class begins to go on holiday within their own country. While Mexico’s middle/
lower class usually promotes national tourism, the middle/higher class usually prefers to
travel overseas.

Nicaragua is another country in the North American continent. Tourism in Nicaragua has
grown considerably recently, and it is now the second largest industry in the nation. The
growth in tourism has positively affected the agricultural, commercial and finance industries,
as well as the construction industry. The results for Nicaragua’s tourism-driven economy
have been significant, with the nation welcoming one million tourists in a calendar year for
the first time in its history in 2010.
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4) South America – South America is a patchwork of stunning landscapes with its snow
capped mountains, treacherous jungles, surreal deserts and spectacular mountain ranges. It
is the planet’s 4th largest continent, includes 12 independent countries and 3 major territories;
the Falkland Islands, Galapagos Islands and French Guiana. The continent contains the
world’s highest waterfall, Angel Falls in Venezuela; the largest river (by volume), the Amazon
River; the longest mountain range, the Andes, and the driest place on earth, the Atacama
Desert in Chile.

In addition, it includes the largest rainforest, the Amazon Rainforest; the highest capital
city, La Paz, Bolivia; the highest commercially navigable lake in the world, Lake Titicaca;
and, excluding research stations in Antarctica, the world’s southernmost permanently
inhabited community, Puerto Toro, Chile.

Some famous destinations in South America are:

♣ Machu Picchu (Peru) – Peru has become the hot spot in South America and the darling
of the travelling community. But it would be nowhere without its shining jewel, the
Incan kingdom of Machu Picchu. Hidden within the lush Peruvian mountains, this
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mystical city remained a secret for ages and now is the continent’s best known
archaeological site. While some travellers choose a plush train ride to enjoy the view
in comfort. Others choose to trek the original Inca Trail and after several days are
delighted by the ruins that dot the terraces.

♣ Amazonia (Ecuador) – One of the most unique ecosystems on our planet, the Amazon is
an enormous region covering about 40 per cent of the South American continent and it
touches many countries.

One of the popular entryways is within Ecuadorian borders through its capital city, Quito.

The Amazon is not for the lighthearted. It is one of the world’s most diverse biological
areas in the world with simple trips providing opportunities to see diverse creatures
such as monkeys, birds, caimans and tarantulas.
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♣ Angel Falls (Venezuela) – Nestled within Venezuela’s Canaima National Park, Angel
Falls are the highest waterfalls in the world.

Although impressive, the hike into Angel Falls are not the only reward. This jungle
trek is its own adventure as a guide navigates the grasslands, rivers and mountains to
reveal spectacular waterfalls and lagoons.

Travellers who brave the trip deep into the jungle are treated to tropical wildlife in the
area including monkeys, poison arrow frogs and orchids.

♣ Torres del Paine (Chile) – Torres del Paine National Park is located in the Southern
most region of Chile and for those willing to venture to Patagonia it offers
astonishing hiking opportunities amongst glaciers, lakes and blue mountains.
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Treks are available for varying experience levels on clearly marked paths with options
for accommodation and basic services. Those wanting just a taste of its breathtaking
views can choose a day trip, while many others hike the popular five day “W” route.
For the most adventurous, the full circuit can be completed 9 days.

♣ Salar de Uyuni (Bolivia) – The world’s largest salt flat in the world, salt and other
abundant minerals are sought in this area. But travellers know this area as the world’s
best photo op.

Photographers flock here to capture the unique landscape. Although dry season is
recommended for its limitless horizon perspective; the rainy season also provides Dali-
inspired reflective photos that make amateur photographers look like pros.

The salt flats are often part of a 3-4 day tour in Bolivia that promises to defy expectations
and include such unusual stops as the Salt Hotel. This location feels out of this world.
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♣ San Pedro de Atacama (Chile) – San Pedro de Atacama once was a destination when
transporting cattle and today has flourished into a major tourist destination. The star
of the area is the Valle de Luna (Moon Valley) tour at sunset. Travellers marvel as the
desert morphs and provides an idyllic setting for star gazing.

But the area has much more to offer with its beautifully hot, dry landscapes that crack
the earth and mountainous sand dunes. Guests are taken by the town’s quaint charm
and often stay longer than expected for its many tour offerings of craters, canyons,
caves, valleys and salt mines.
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♣ The Galapagos Islands (Ecuador) – The ultimate animal lover’s paradise. The
Galapagos are perhaps the last unspoiled place on earth where man  continues to respect
the boundaries of mother nature and wild creatures prosper without fear of man.

No where else can you find animals frolicking, unafraid of their onlookers. Like a
child’s fairytale, here you can play amongst sea lions, laugh with the penguins and
swim alongside turtles.

♣ Lake Titicaca (Bolivia) – South America’s largest lake and the home to several
indigenous communities make the area both agriculturally strong and full of cultural
significance.

Copacabana is the heart and largest town on the shore.  Due to its rich
history, Copacabana’s religious festivities, often celebrating Pachamama (Mother
Earth), are frequent and well known.

But the experience does not end at the shore. Many boats leave for Isla del Sol, the
sacred Inca island. Here travellers bask in the beauty of deep blue sky towering its
fresh water. It is a cozy feeling as it is all tucked in the snow topped mountains of the
Cordillera Rea.
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5) Antarctica – Antarctica is Earth’s southernmost continent, containing the geographic
South Pole. It is situated in the Antarctic region of the Southern Hemisphere, almost entirely
south of the Antarctic Circle, and is surrounded by the Southern Ocean. Antarctica, on
average, is the coldest, driest, and windiest continent, and has the highest average elevation
of all the continents. Antarctica is considered a desert, with annual precipitation of only 200
mm (8 inches) along the coast and far less inland. The temperature in Antarctica has reached
–89 °C (–129 °F). There are no permanent human residents, but anywhere from 1,000 to
5,000 people reside throughout the year at the research stations scattered across the continent.
Only cold-adapted organisms survive there, including many types of algae, animals (for
example mites, nematodes, penguins, seals and tardigrades), bacteria, fungi and protista.
Vegetation where it occurs is tundra.
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Tourism in Antarctica started with sea tourism in the 1960s. Air overflights of Antarctica
started in the 1970s with sightseeing flights by airliners from Australia and New Zealand,
and were resumed in the 1990s. Private yacht trips started in the late 1960s. The summer
tour season lasts from November to March. Most of the estimated 14,762 visitors to Antarctica
in 1999-2000 were on sea cruises. During the 2009 to 2010 tourist season, over 37,000
people visited Antarctica.

Although several countries have laid claim to various portions of Antarctica, it is governed
by the 1958 Antarctic Treaty, which establishes the continent as a peaceful and cooperative
international research zone. Tourism companies are required by the Antarctic Treaty to
have a permit to visit Antarctica. Many sea cruises by cruise ships include a landing by RIB
or helicopter. Some land visits may include mountaineering, skiing or even a visit to the
South Pole.

There are no cities per se, just some two dozen research stations with a total population
ranging from 1000-4000 depending on the time of year. These are maintained for scientific
purposes only, and do not provide any official support for tourism. The laws of the nation
operating each research station apply there.

Private travel to Antarctica generally takes one of three forms: 1) commercial sea voyages
with shore visits (by far the most popular), 2) specially mounted land expeditions, or 3)
sightseeing by air. The number of annual Antarctic tourists has increased from a couple
hundred in 1969 to over 20,000 at the start of the new millennium. In the 2005-2006 summer
season, an estimated 26,250 people visited Antarctica or the surrounding waters. In 1991 a
group of seven Antarctic excursion directors founded the International Association of
Antarctic Tour Operators (IAATO), an organisation that manages environmentally sound
cruises to help protect Antarctica’s pristine environment. It has become an esteemed voluntary
organisation with over 80 workers from 14 different countries. Approximately 80 companies
belong to the IAATO.

Primary destinations for those visiting Antarctica will either be a research base (for those
working on the frozen continent) or the Antarctic Peninsula or Ross Sea area (for those
visiting by ship). Other destinations are reachable only by those blessed with extreme
motivation and (most importantly) funding.

An Antarctic experience will depend a lot on what kind of voyage is taken. There are basically
seven different types of ships used for Antarctic tourism, each with its own benefits, shortfalls,
and character.

♣ Dive Boats – Loaded with assorted scuba gear, the boat’s main purpose is to support
diving. Mountain climbing, camping, and kayaking are other activities associated with
dive boat trips.
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♣ Expedition Ships – Considered a more academic experience than most excursions,
these ships best suit natural history and cultural buffs. With a crew of a 10 to 12 people
with a wide variety of expertise, these ships cruise along isolated waterways, and also
deploy zodiacs — small crafts used for forays to the shore. Most expeditions offer
high-quality accommodations.

♣ Icebreakers – Also suitable for natural history and culture buffs, icebreakers appeal to
people who love exploring, discovering and learning. As the name implies, these vessels
cut through ice, giving passengers access to some of Antarctica’s most remote places,
such as Far South, a region where emperor penguin colonies reside, is only accessible
by icebreakers. Educational programmes are available. Travelling by icebreaker means
a longer time at sea, and consequently more expensive than some other options.

♣ Motor Yachts – These ships are family-oriented, with no more than 20 passengers on
board at a time. Very comfortable and highly accommodating, they provide sea kayaks
and a zodiac for family adventures off-ship. A captain, a deck hand, one naturalist
guide in charge of the expedition, and a cook are designated to each ship.

♣ Russian Ships – Are you young and adventurous? This may be the voyage for you.
Originally built for polar research, these boats are not luxurious. The tours, however,
do provide fun, activity-based programmes that appeal to a more youthful crowd.
Because these ships carry only a small number of passengers, voyages tend to resemble
a private voyage more than a more traditional cruise.

♣ Sailing Vessels – While not the most popular choice, people with a special interest in
sailing may be intrigued by this option which combines sailing and motor power to
cruise Antarctic waters. Before signing up with an expedition, make sure to inquire
how much time is spent sailing versus motoring.

♣ Small Ships – Best for those who want a relaxing trip around Antarctica to enjoy its
landscape, small-ship cruises are similar to more traditional tourist trips. While
comparable to travelling on an expedition ship, small-ship voyages are not as educational
in nature, though guides and naturalists are present. Zodiacs, however, are not available;
kayaks and tenders are offered instead for recreational activities. These vessels also
stick to less-remote regions and shallow waters, such as the Inside Passages and Sea of
Cortez.

Most ships depart from South America, particularly Ushuaia, Argentina. However, ships
also depart for Antarctica from Hobart, Australia and Christchurch or Auckland, New
Zealand. The number of passengers per boat can vary from as few as 6 to as many as 3,100.
The principal destination is the Antarctic Peninsula region, which includes the Falkland
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Islands and South Georgia. An expedition can last from 10 days to 3 weeks. Trips of shorter
or longer duration are available, but are less common. Some voyages venture beyond the
Peninsula region into the Weddell and Ross Seas and to Indian Ocean islands. While only a
few expeditions operate in these regions annually, the icebreaker Kapitan Khlebnikov has
been travelling to these remote areas for many years, giving passengers access to emperor
penguin colonies, the Dry Valleys, historical huts and many other extremely secluded places.

Shore visits occur one to three times per day, each lasting for several hours. Generally, one
excursion operator from a staff typically comprised of ornithologists, marine biologists,
geologists, naturalists, historians, general biologists and glaciologists will accompany each
group of 10 to 20 passengers that takes shore leave. For many of the travel options described
above, educational activities are a crucial component, making an Antarctic excursion not
only fun, but a valuable learning experience as well. Each voyage offers a wide variety of
sights — active research stations, wildlife, historic sites, as well as breathtaking wilderness.

Expeditions are usually, if not always, offered in the austral summer season, November to
March, travelling through ice-free shoreline sectors. It is too risky to journey by sea to
Antarctica in the winter. Excess sea-ice is the principal reason, but fearsome winds and
frostbite-inducing cold are also prohibitive.

Some places that are aspired to be visited by the travellers in Antarctica are:

♣ South Pole

♣ Southern pole of inaccessibility – the furthest place in Antarctica from the Southern
Sea, in other words the hardest place to get to in the world. It marks a location that is
the most challenging to reach owing to its remoteness from geographical features that
could provide access. The southern pole of inaccessibility is far more remote and
difficult to reach than the geographic South Pole. The pole of inaccessibility is home
to an abandoned Soviet station, which although covered by snow, still bears a visible
gold Lenin bust sprouting from the snow and facing Moscow (if one can find a way
inside the building, then there’s a golden visitor book to sign)

♣ Mount Erebus – world’s southernmost active volcano, on Ross Island right next to
Mount Terror

♣ Anver Island / Anvord Bay – if any part of Antarctica is “touristy”, this is it, home to
Palmer Station (U.S.), the museum at Port Lockroy, Cuverville Island, and the only
two cruise ship stops on the continent: Paradise Bay and Neko Harbor

♣ South Shetland Islands – another set of major attractions on the Antarctic Peninsula
cruise ship circuit, including: penguins and hot springs at Deception Island, Hannah
Point, Half Moon Island, Aitcho Islands, Artigas Base (Uruguay), and the ever friendly
Polish researchers at Arctowski Station
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♣ McMurdo Sound – McMurdo Station (USA) and Scott Base (New Zealand) on the
mainland near Ross Island

♣ Mawson’s Huts –  The small encampment of Sir Douglas Mawson’s ill-fated Australian
Antarctic Expedition, of which he was the sole survivor, at Cape Denison,
Commonwealth Bay

Touring Antarctica is amazing, but costly. Depending on the company and type of ship you
choose to take, expenses can range from $4,000 to over $11,000 (not including airfare to the
ports)3 . Antarctica is by far the costliest destination to visit.

Touring the continent is taxing on its environment. When visiting, there is severe impact on
the natural environment: pollution due to sewage and oil spills, disturbing landing sites,
procuring biological and historic objects of considerable importance, disturbing wildlife
(particularly during breeding season), carrying diseases and littering.

6) Europe – Europe is generally divided from Asia by the watershed divides of the Ural
and Caucasus Mountains, the Ural River, the Caspian and Black Seas, and the waterways
connecting the Black and Aegean Seas. Europe is bordered by the Arctic Ocean to the north,
the Atlantic Ocean to the west, the Mediterranean Sea to the south, and the Black Sea and
connected waterways to the southeast. Yet the borders of Europe – a concept dating back to
classical antiquity – are somewhat arbitrary, as the primarily physiographic term “continent”
can incorporate cultural and political elements.

Europe is the world’s second-smallest continent by surface area. Of Europe’s approximately
50 states, Russia is by far the largest by both area and population, taking up 40 per cent of
the continent (although the country has territory in both Europe and Asia), while the Vatican
City is the smallest. Europe is the third-most populous continent after Asia and Africa, with
a population of 733 million or about 11 per cent of the world’s population.

What constitutes “The Best of Europe” is a topic open to a whole lot of debate. Europe’s
best destination’s list is long and often incomplete. Here is an index to information on some
of the popular destinations in Europe for international visitors:

♣ Paris, France – Located in the north of the country on the river Seine, Paris has the
reputation of being the most beautiful and romantic of all cities, brimming with historic
associations and remaining vastly influential in the realms of culture, art, fashion,
food and design.

♣ Rome, Italy – e, the ‘Eternal City’, is the capital of Italy and of the Lazio (Latium)
region. It’s the famed city of the Seven Hills, La Dolce Vita, the Vatican City and Three
Coins in the Fountain. The Historic Center is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

3
Info gathered from CoolAntarctica.com
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♣ Barcelona, Spain – Barcelona is Spain’s second largest city, with a population of 1.5
million people, and the capital of Catalonia. The city is on the Mediterranean coast,
and has a wealth of unique historic architecture. Barcelona emerged as one of the most
popular tourist destinations in Europe during the 1990s.

♣ Dublin, Ireland – Dublin is the capital city of the Republic of Ireland, with more than
a quarter of the Irish population living in the greater Dublin metropolitan area. The
city center however is relatively small and can be navigated by foot, with most of the
population living in nearby sururbs.

♣ Istanbul, Turkey – Istanbul is Turkey’s most populous city, and its cultural and financial
center. Located on both sides of the Bosphorus, the narrow strait between the Black
Sea and the Marmara Sea, Istanbul bridges Asia and Europe both physically and
culturally.

♣ Athens, Greece – Athens is the capital and largest city of Greece. Athens dominates
the Attica region and is one of the world’s oldest cities, with its recorded history spanning
around 3,400 years. Classical Athens was a powerful city-state. A center for the arts,
learning and philosophy, home of Plato’s Academy and Aristotle’s Lyceum, it is widely
referred to as the cradle of Western civilisation and the birthplace of democracy,
largely due to the impact of its cultural and political achievements during the 5th and
4th centuries BC in later centuries on the rest of the then known European continent.
Today a cosmopolitan metropolis, modern Athens is central to economic, financial,
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industrial, political and cultural life in Greece. In 2008, Athens was ranked the world’s
32nd richest city by purchasing power and the 25th most expensive city4 .

The heritage of the classical era is still evident in the city, represented by ancient
monuments and works of art, the most famous of all being the Parthenon, considered
a key landmark of early Western civilisation. The city also retains Roman and Byzantine
monuments, as well as a smaller number of Ottoman monuments. The Greek influence
of the city is greatly noted through the stellar artwork of the Greek workers of the city
of the city-state of Athens.

Athens is home to two UNESCO World Heritage Sites, the Acropolis of Athens and
the medieval Daphni Monastery. Landmarks of the modern era, dating back to the
establishment of Athens as the capital of the independent Greek state in 1833, include
the Hellenic Parliament (19th century) and the Athens Trilogy consisting of the National
Library of Greece, the Athens University and the Academy of Athens. Athens was the
host city of the first modern-day Olympic Games in 1896, and 108 years later it
welcomed home the 2004 Summer Olympics. Athens is home to the National
Archeological Museum, featuring the world’s largest collection of ancient Greek
antiquities, as well as the new Acropolis Museum.

♣ Venice, Italy – Venice is a city in northeast Italy sited on a group of 118 small islands
separated by canals and linked by bridges. It is located in the marshy Venetian Lagoon
which stretches along the shoreline between the mouths of the Po and the Piave Rivers.
Venice is renowned for the beauty of its setting, its architecture and its artworks. The
city in its entirety is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, along with its lagoon.

4
“City Mayors: Cost of living – The world’s most expensive cities”, City Mayors. 2008.
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Venice is the capital of the Veneto region. In the old center, the canals serve the function
of roads, and almost every form of transport is on water or on foot. In the 19th century
a causeway to the mainland brought the Venezia Santa Lucia railway station to Venice,
and the Ponte della Libertà road causeway and parking facilities were built during the
twentieth century. Beyond the road/rail land entrances at the northern edge of the city,
transportation within the city remains (as it was in centuries past) entirely on water or
on foot. Venice is Europe’s largest urban car-free area. Venice is unique in Europe, in
having remained a sizable functioning city in the twenty-first century entirely without
motorcars or trucks.

♣ Prague, Czech Republic – Almost undamaged by World War-II, Prague’s compact
medieval center remains a wonderful mixture of cobbled lanes, walled courtyards,
cathedrals and countless church spires all in the shadow of her majestic 9th century
castle that looks eastward as the sun sets behind.

♣ Vienna, Austria – Vienna is by far the most populated city in Austria. As the former
home of the Habsburg court and its various empires, the city still has the trappings of
the imperial capital it once was, and the historic city center is inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List.

Austria’s fourth largest city is, like many of the small cities listed here, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. The birthplace of Mozart (you can visit the house where he lived
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from 1773 to 1787) is justly famous for the music composed in the area, celebrated
spectacularly at the Salzburg festival in the summer.

7) Australia/Oceania – This is the smallest continent, and is without doubt one of the
most diverse and fascinating areas on the planet. A large percentage of geography experts
now consider the long-established continent of Australia to be more accurately defined as
Australia/Oceania.

Collectively it then combines all of Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, as well as
the thousands of coral atolls and volcanic islands of the South Pacific Ocean, including the
Melanesia and Polynesia groups. Oceania also includes Micronesia, a widely scattered group
of islands that run along the northern and southern edges of the Equator.

The interiors of the continent are predominantly plains. The Southeast and the Southwest
plains are the most densely settled areas of Australia. The climate of Australia is variable,
but weather extremes are rare. The Northern part of Australia has a monsoon sort of climate
while in the south it is temperate.

Australia is known for it’s vast wildlife with rare species and it’s known as the land of the
kangaroos. Aborigines are the original inhabitants of Australia. Australians are known to
have an ethnic sort of origin.

One of the interesting features of Australia is the “Great Barrier Reef”, which is the world’s
largest coral reef.
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Top destinations in this region for international travellers are:

♣ Sydney, Australia – It might not be Australia’s capital, but Sydney is certainly
Australia’s capital of glamour. From the iconic Opera House and Sydney Harbor Bridge
to the open-air cinemas and essential beachside BBQs, Sydney’s enjoyably loud and
brash take on culture incorporates bring your own beer (BYO) restaurants, beach bums
galore and plenty in the way of international influence.

Inhabitants of Sydney are called Sydneysiders, comprising a cosmopolitan and
international population. The site of the first British colony in Australia, Sydney was
established in 1788 at Sydney Cove as a penal colony. The city is built on hills
surrounding Port Jackson which is commonly known as Sydney Harbour, where the
iconic Sydney Opera House and the Harbour Bridge feature prominently. The hinterland
of the metropolitan area is surrounded by national parks, and the coastal regions feature
many bays, rivers, inlets and beaches including the famous Bondi Beach and Manly
Beach. Within the city are many notable parks, including Hyde Park and the Royal
Botanic Gardens.

Sydney often ranks highly in various world cities rankings. It has hosted multiple major
international sporting events, including the 1938 British Empire Games (now known
as Commonwealth Games) and the 2000 Summer Olympics. The main airport serving
Sydney is Sydney Airport and its main port is Port Botany.

♣ Melbourne, Australia – The Australian capital from 1901 until the purpose built
Canberra was ready, Melbourne today is still the Australian capital of fashion and
sport. Melbourne was founded in 1835, fourty seven  years after the European settlement
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of Australia by settlers from Launceston. Melbourne was officially declared a city by
Queen Victoria in 1847. After the federation of Australia in 1901, it served as the
interim seat of government of the newly created nation of Australia until 1927.

Often referred to as the “Garden City” and “cultural capital of Australia”, Melbourne
is the birthplace of cultural institutions such as Australian film,  Australian television,
the Australian impressionist art movement. Melbourne was ranked as the world’s most
liveable city in ratings published by the Economist Group’s Intelligence Unit in August
2011 and again in 2012.

♣ Apia, Samoa – Apia is the capital of Samoa. It is on the island of Upolu and has a
population of around 40,000. Much of Apia is within walking distance. Samoa is a
postcard of natural beauty consisting of ten islands, each offering very distinct and
different environments to explore.

From the rainforest covered rugged volcanic mountain peaks of the two main islands
to the vast valleys leading down to a coastline ringed with a necklace of white sandy
beaches, Samoa has it all. Within these lush green fertile valleys, grow banyan trees
towering above the rainforest canopy which is full of tropical blooms and numerous
varieties of vegetation. Cascading waterfalls dropping into rivers that cut jagged lines
through the valley floor as they make their way to the ocean.

The coastline is a wonder in itself, with sparkling white sand beaches, in some places
stretching for miles, and here and there are walls of sheer cliffs that drop straight into
the Pacific. And beyond the beaches out into the blue lagoons are scattered the rest of
the islands that make up the Samoa archipelago, some inhabited, others with only
natures wildlife, protected by the fringing coral reef that keep the powerful force of
the Pacific Ocean at bay.
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♣ Cairns and Great Barrier Reef, Australia – Cairns is the gateway to the Great Barrier
Reef in Far North Queensland, Australia. Cairns is a cosmopolitan city with a population
of approx. 140,000 that is very focused on the tourist industry; particularly popular
with international tourists. Japanese tourists are especially catered for, with many shops’
signs being written in Japanese, as well as English. The city is surrounded by rainforest
and can be used as a gateway to destinations such as Kuranda and the Daintree. Besides
tourism, the city is supported by agricultural activities which include sugar cane,
bananas, coffee, tea and the world’s first tropical fruit wine region.

♣ Auckland, New Zealand – It is the largest metropolitan area in New Zealand, with a
population of over one million. It is in the northern half of the North Island, on a
narrow isthmus of land that joins the Northland peninsula to the rest of the North
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Island. In November 2010, four formerly separate cities were amalgamated. These
four were Manukau in the south, Waitakere in the west, North Shore in the north and
Auckland City itself, on and around the isthmus. These other cities, rural areas, small
towns and the islands of the Hauraki Gulf can be found in the Auckland Region article.

♣ Christchurch, New Zealand – This is the largest city in the South Island of New
Zealand with a 2006 population of over 350,000, making it the second largest city in
the country after Auckland. It is on the edge of the Canterbury plains and is a major
stepping off point for touring the South Island.

Christchurch was established in 1850 by English settlers. Its English heritage shows in
the older buildings, especially in the cultural precinct along Worcester Boulevard. The
River Avon flows through the central city and disrupts the regular rectangular layout
of the city streets.

Christchurch is known as the Garden City, a well-deserved name. Looking from a few
floors up, one is struck by the number of trees that grow like a forest throughout the
suburbs.

International tourism, especially foreign-student education for the Asian market, was a
growing sector of the Christchurch economy, as is electronics and software development.
Because of this there is a high concentration of cyber-cafes here.

Christchurch city is recovering from major earthquakes. While some of the central business
district is currently inaccessible (around 5 blocks), the remainder of the city and region
are open for business and it remains the gateway to the rest of the South Island.

♣ Noumea – Noumea is the largest city in and capital of New Caledonia, lying on the
main island of Grande Terre. One of the most westernised capitals in the Pacific Islands,
it features beautiful beaches and colonial mansions and is not yet a heavily touristed
destination. Settled by both Britain and France during the first half of the 19th century,
the island became a French possession in 1853. It served as a penal colony for four
decades after 1864.
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The islands have been an overseas territory of France since 1956. The 1988 Matignon
Accords grant substantial autonomy to the islands; formally under French law. Agitation
for independence during the 1980s and early 1990s seems to have dissipated. A
referendum on independence was held in 1998 but did not pass; a new referendum is
scheduled for after 2014.

♣ Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea – Port Moresby is the capital and largest city of
Papua New Guinea. The city is on the shores of the Gulf of Papua. Its population is
around 300,000 and growing quickly. The indigenous people of the area are the Motu-
Koitabu. Moresby, as it is commonly known, got its name from Captain John Moresby
who arrived in 1873 as the first European visitor.

The city is quite spread out. The original colonial settlement was by the sea and this is
still the port area, as well as the main business and banking district. On the hills above
are upmarket residences. The area is served by the Crowne Plaza hotel. Closer to the
airport, separated from the original town by hills, is Waigani, a 1970s development
built to house the Government offices of the newly Independent country of Papua
New Guinea. Nearby are the housing areas of Boroko and Gordons, which also contain
most of the large stores. Port Moresby is the main point of entry into Papua New
Guinea for air-traffic and most of the boat-traffic. The national airline is Air Niugini.

♣ Tahiti – Tahiti is the largest island in the Windward group of French Polynesia (an
overseas country of the French Republic), located in the archipelago of the Society
Islands in the southern Pacific Ocean. It is the economic, cultural and political center
of French Polynesia. The island was formed from volcanic activity and is high and
mountainous with surrounding coral reefs. The population is 178,133 (2007 census),
making it the most populous island of French Polynesia and accounting for 68.6 per
cent of the group’s total population. Tahiti was formerly known as Otaheite.
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The capital, Papeete, is located on the northwest coast with the only international
airport in the region, Faa’a International Airport, situated 5 km (3.1 mi) from the town
center. The island was proclaimed a colony of France in 1880 although it was not until
1946 that the indigenous Tahitians were legally authorised to be French citizens. French
is the only official language although the Tahitian language (Reo Tahiti) is widely
spoken. It was part of the Kingdom of Tahiti until its annexation by France in 1880.

Most of the tourist destinations are aqua-centric; however it is possible to visit attractions
on land such as World War-II cannons. Air Tahiti has five or six flights daily to the
Bora Bora Airport on Motu Mute from Tahiti (as well as from other islands). The
island is served by Bora Bora Airport on Motu Mute in the north, with Air Tahiti
providing daily flights to and from Papeete on Tahiti.

Although French and Tahitian are the main languages spoken by the inhabitants, people
in contact with tourists generally have some command of English. Most visitors to
Bora Bora are American, Japanese or European. Public transport on the island is non-
existent. Rental cars and bicycles are the recommended method of transport. There are
also small fun-cars for hire in Vaitape. Snorkeling and scuba diving in and around the
lagoon of Bora Bora are popular activities. Many species of sharks and rays inhabit the
surrounding body of water. There are a few dive operators on the island offering manta ray
dives and also shark-feeding dives.

In addition to the existing islands of Bora Bora (called motu), the new man-made motu
of Motu Marfo has been added in the north-eastern corner of the lagoon on the property
of the St. Regis Resort.

♣ Bora Bora – Bora Bora is an island in the Leeward group of the Society Islands of
French Polynesia, an overseas collectivity of France in the Pacific Ocean. The island,
located about 230 km (140 mi) northwest of Papeete, is surrounded by a lagoon and a
barrier reef. In the center of the island are the remnants of an extinct volcano rising to
two peaks, Mount Pahia and Mount Otemanu, the highest point at 727 m (2,385 ft).
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Bora Bora is a major international tourist destination, famous for its aqua-centric luxury
resorts. The major settlement, Vaitape is on the western side of the main island, opposite
the main channel into the lagoon. Produce of the island is mostly limited to what can
be obtained from the sea and the plentiful coconut trees, which were historically of
economic importance for copra. According to a census performed in 2008, the permanent
population of Bora Bora is 8,880.Today the island is almost entirely dependent on
tourism. Over the last few years several resorts have been built on motu (small islands,
from Tahitian) surrounding the lagoon. Thirty years ago, Hotel Bora Bora built the
first over-the-water bungalows on stilts over the lagoon and today, over-water bungalows
are a standard feature of most Bora Bora resorts. The quality of those bungalows
ranges from comparably cheap, basic accommodations to very luxurious and expensive
places to stay. The only camping on the island is Bora Bora Camping at the southern
point of Motu Piti Aau.

♣ Hawaii – Hawaii is the most recent of the 50 U.S. states (joined the Union on August
21, 1959), and is the only U.S. state made up entirely of islands. It is the northernmost
island group in Polynesia, occupying most of an archipelago in the central Pacific
Ocean.
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Hawaii’s diverse natural scenery, warm tropical climate, abundance of public beaches
and oceanic surrounding, and active volcanoes make it a popular destination for tourists,
Hawaii’s diverse natural scenery, warm tropical climate, abundance of public beaches
and oceanic surrounding, and active volcanoes make it a popular destination for tourists,
surfers, biologists and volcanologists alike. Due to its mid-Pacific location, Hawaii
has many North American and Asian influences along with its own vibrant native
culture. Hawaii has over a million permanent residents along with many visitors and
U.S. military personnel. Its capital is Honolulu on the island of Oahu.

The state encompasses nearly the entire volcanic Hawaiian Island chain, which
comprises hundreds of islands spread over 1,500 miles (2,400 km). At the southeastern
end of the archipelago, the eight “main islands” are (from the northwest to southeast)
Nihau, Kauai, Oahu, Molokai, Lânai, Kahoolawe, Maui and the island of Hawaii. The
latter is the largest and is often called “The Big Island” to avoid confusion with the
state as a whole. The archipelago is physiographically and ethnologically part of the
Polynesian subregion of Oceania.

3. TOP TOURISM DESTINATIONS ACROSS THE GLOBE

According to the Economic Times of India, as on 2009 world tourism got off to a surprisingly
sound start in 2008 despite a global economic meltdown. Although uncertainty over the
global economic situation is affecting consumer confidence and could hurt tourism demand.
Economic Times had reported that 2008 had remained a good year for tourism, as international
tourist arrivals reached 903 million, up 6.6 per cent on 2007, with France holding onto its
first position ahead of Spain and the US. According to a survey conducted by the Economic
Times, the top ten destinations in 20095  were as follows6 :

1) France – International
tourist arrivals in ’07: 81.9
million. France remains
the top tourist destination
in the world. And not
without any reason. It has,
in fact, everything that you
could ever want to see on
your holidays: a great city
like Paris, good beaches,
more monuments and
lovely nature, among

5
Economic Times, “World’s Top Ten Tourist Destinations”, October 2009.

6 The following list of top ten destinations has been reproduced as it is from the Economic Times Article.
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others. France is also a very pleasant place to stay. It has good food, great wines and
people enjoy their lives. And the best thing about it is that, barring Paris, living in
France is not that expensive.

2) Spain – International tourist arrivals in ’07: 59.2 million It’s a spectacular and diverse
country. The uniqueness of Spain lies in the separate kingdoms which made up the
original Spanish nation. These regions remain diverse in their language, culture, cuisine
and art. Still Spanish people are very open-hearted and communicative. Spain is also
famous for its wines.

3) USA – International tourist arrivals in ’07: 56 million Situated almost entirely in the
western hemisphere, the US is one of the world’s most ethnically diverse and
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multiculture nations, the product of large-scale immigration from many countries. It is
also home to several of the world’s most exciting cities, some truly mind-blowing
landscapes, a strong sense of regionalism, a trenchant mythology, more history than
the country gives itself credit for and, arguably, some of the most approachable natives
in the world.

4) China – With 54.7 million tourist
arrivals in 2007 International
tourist arrivals in ’07: 54.7
million China is currently the
fourth most popular tourist
destination in the world,
although using the 2008
Olympics as its launch pad,
China is expected to replace
France as the world’s top
tourism destination by 2014.
China is situated in eastern Asia
on the western shore of the
Pacific Ocean, with an area of 9.6 million square kilometers. Its continental coastline
extends for about 18,000 kilometers, and its vast sea surface is studded with more than
5,000 islands, of which Taiwan and Hainan are the largest. China has one of the world’s
oldest people and continuous civilisations, consisting of states and cultures dating
back more than six millennia.

5) Italy – International tourist arrivals in ’07: 43.7 million Italy is a beautiful country. A
place of olive oil, pasta, wine, mafia and sunshine, roman ruins and renaissance palaces,
Italy has a lot to give its tourists. It is also a country full of interesting things for the
casual tourist and the educated tourist. Venice and Verona are the most famous tourist
attractions in the north-east.
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6) United Kingdom – International tourist arrivals in ’07: 30.7 million. The United
Kingdom constitutes of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The country
is one of the 15 member states of the European Union and is the leading industrial and
exporting country. The north and the west are made up of high hills and mountains,
while the south and east has a lowland zone with milder climate and better soils for
farming. Britain’s moist climate with persistent rainfall has given rise to many rivers
and lakes.

7) Germany – International tourist arrivals in ’07: 24.4 million Germany’s cities have
endless pleasant surprises in store for those who enjoy good food and drink. In addition
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to top-quality international cooking, each region has its own local specialities, ranging
from hearty country fare at simple inns to modern light cuisine at star-rated restaurants.
Germany has not one but many major cities. And each city has its own unique character,
formed by its history and the surrounding region. Today, Germany is also an industrial
powerhouse.

8) Ukraine –

International tourist
arrivals in ’07: 23.1
million Ukraine is
situated in the south-
eastern part of Central
Europe and has its own
territory, government,
national emblem, flag
and anthem. It borders
on Russia, Byelorussia,
Moldova, Slovakia,
Roumania, Hungary
and Poland on land and
Russia, Georgia,
Bulgaria, Roumania and Turkey on sea. The country is rich in natural resources and its
territory is mostly a level, treeless plain.

9) Turkey – International tourist
arrivals in ’07: 22.2 million. It is
the country that unites Europe and
Asia, with her glorious past that
lasted for centuries. It is a country
where European aspirations sit
comfortably alongside Asian
traditions and the volatile
atmosphere of the Middle East
morphs seamlessly into the relaxed
outlook of the Mediterranean
world. The land of many cultures,
decorated with the most impressive
historical ruins and monuments of
these glorious ages and epochs, has
been the cradle of many
outstanding civilisations.
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10) Mexico – International tourist arrivals in ’07: 21.4 million Mexico is about one-fifth
the size of the United States. It is the second largest economy in Latin America. It is a
country in an intermediate advanced stage of development with a positive economic
performance. Mexico is a diverse country and a millennial culture with the Olmecan
tribe being the first civilisation that appeared around 1500 years BC. It is rich in
traditions, history, art and religion, offering a complete tourist infrastructure.

The UNWTO World Tourism Barometer is a regular publication of the Tourism Trends
and Marketing Strategies Programme of UNWTO aimed at monitoring the short-term
evolution of tourism and providing the sector with relevant and timely information.

It contains three permanent elements: an overview of short-term tourism data from
destination countries and air transport, a retrospective and prospective evaluation of
tourism performance by the UNWTO Panel of Tourism Experts and selected economic
data relevant for tourism. The UNWTO World Tourism Barometer is periodically
updated and released three times throughout the year.

Under the World Tourism Barometer, in the publication, UN regions and subregions
are ranked by the number of international visitor arrivals, by the revenue generated by
inbound tourism, and by the expenditures of outbound travellers. The top 10
international tourism destinations according to the report, in 2011 were7 :

Rank Country UNWTO International International Change

Region Tourist Arrivals Tourist Arrivals (2010 to

(2011) (2010) 2011)

1  France Europe 79.5 million 77.1 million +3.0%

2  United States North America 62.3 million 59.8 million +4.2%

3  China Asia 57.6 million 55.7 million +3.4%

4  Spain Europe 56.7 million 52.7 million +7.6%

5  Italy Europe 46.1 million 43.6 million +5.7%

6  Turkey Europe 29.3 million 27.0 million +8.7%

7  United Kingdom Europe 29.2 million 28.3 million +3.2%

8  Germany Europe 28.4 million 26.9 million +5.5%

9  Malaysia Asia 24.7 million 24.6 million +0.6%

10  Mexico North America 23.4 million 23.3 million +0.5%

7
UNWTO World Tourism Barometer (World Tourism Organisation),  November 2011.



GLOBAL TOURISM DESTINATIONS

-58-

World Barometer further provides rankings of the world’s most visited cities in the world in
2011 by international tourist arrivals8 .

Rank City Country UNWTO International

Region Visitors (millions)

1 Paris  France Europe 15.6

2 London  United Kingdom Europe 15.2

3 Antalya  Turkey Europe 10.5

4 New York City  United States North America 10.3

5 Singapore  Singapore Asia 9.2

6 Kuala Lumpur  Malaysia Asia 9.0

7 Hong Kong  Hong Kong (China) Asia 8.7

8 Dubai  United Arab Emirates Middle East 8.1

9 Istanbul  Turkey Europe 8.1

10 Bangkok  Thailand Asia 7.2

However, according to the latest Master Card Global Destinations Cities Index9 , London is
the most visited city by international tourists. This may include business travellers as well,
as opposed to leisure or holiday travellers.

Rank City Country International

Visitors (millions)

1 London United Kingdom 16.9

2 Paris France 16

3 Bangkok Thailand 12.2

4 Singapore Singapore 11.8

5 Istanbul Turkey 11.6

6 Hong Kong Hong Kong 11.1

7 Madrid Spain 9.7

8 Dubai United Arab Emirates 8.8

8
UNWTO World Tourism Barometer (World Tourism Organisation),  November 2011.

9
Master Card Global Destinations Cities Index, Second Quarter 2012.
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9 Frankfurt Germany 8.1

10 Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 8.1

11 Seoul South Korea 8

12 Rome Italy 7.8

13 New York USA 7.6

14 Shanghai China 7.5

15 Barcelona Spain 7.3

16 Milan Italy 7.1

17 Amsterdam Netherlands 6.9

18 Vienna Austria 6.7

19 Beijing China 6.2

20 Taipei Taiwan 5.4

According to the Index10  and despite a challenging economic environment, the overall travel
and tourism picture is predicted to be fairly strong for 2012, with international visitor numbers
projected to increase by a healthy 5.7 per cent and associated spend to swell by 10.6 per
cent for the top 20 ranked cities in the report (compared to 2011).

As per the Index, London secured global dominance with an expected steady raise of global
visitors. Visitor numbers are expected to go up 1.1 per cent and visitor spend is predicted to
increase by 10.3 per cent, fuelled by a summer of celebration in the Capital. Visitors to
London are also predicted to spend more on average per head than visitors to the top 20
cities ranked by visitor number in the report.

The index was released in Singapore on 11 June 2012. Other findings of the Index report
are as follows:

♣ The top five origin cities for London are predicted to be Dublin, New York, Stockholm,
Amsterdam and Frankfurt. The numbers of visitors from Frankfurt is set to increase by
an impressive 20.8 per cent.

♣ Visitors from New York are predicted to spend more than twice as much once they
arrive than visitors from Dublin. Interestingly, these spending patterns are set to be
reciprocated — Londoners visiting New York are shown to spend more than those
originating from the other four of their top five origin cities.

10
MasterCard Global Destinations Cities Index, 2012.
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♣ Although the report predicts that Paris will have fewer international visitors this year –
a marginal decline of 0.6 per cent – it will still hold the number two slot in terms of
actual numbers of visitors. What’s more, those visiting are set to spend slightly more –
their spend will increase by 1.5 per cent. Interestingly, Paris will not be one of the top
origin cities by air travel for the lead destination city, London, despite its proximity,
although Parisians will be travelling further afield – they feature in the top five origin
city lists for both New York and Dubai in the report.

♣ New York again comes second in the spend rankings, although international visitor
spend in the Big Apple is set to increase by 6.8 per cent. In visitor number terms, New
York is predicted to remain in 13th place, although, international visitor numbers are
expected to rise by 5.2 per cent in 2012. New York continues to appeal to long haul
travellers and Canadians. Looking at the top five origin cities for visitors, the majority
sit across the water, with London, Paris, Frankfurt and Tokyo all making an appearance
in the predicted rankings. Toronto in Canada completes the top five, claiming the
second slot.

♣ Bangkok is one of the rising stars of the report and is cited as the number one city in
terms of projected international visitor numbers and spend within the Asia/Pacific
region. The city will witness growth of 6.5 per cent in terms of visitors and an impressive
16.6 per cent in international spend. Most traffic is set to come from Tokyo and these
visitors will also be spending more than visitors from the other top origin cities. Traffic
to Bangkok will be concentrated within the region.

♣ Singapore remains stable in the visitor number rankings, despite the fact that it is set to
experience significant growth in visitor numbers, up 9.9 per cent on the previous year.
It has also climbed two spaces to claim the fourth spot in the international spend
rankings, a rise of 12.7 per cent.

♣ Istanbul is the fastest growing city in the top five in terms of international visitor numbers,
set to grow14.7 per cent on last year and it has climbed one space in the rankings to claim
the fifth spot. It is also rising up the charts when we look at visitor spend, with a predicted
increase of a staggering 20.7 per cent since MasterCard’s last report.

Analysis of travel trend based on the MasterCard Global Cities Index11 : According to the
report, the outlook for international travel to and expenditure in Europe is fairly rosy for
2013. The top ten cities show a projected combined overall increase in visitor numbers of
2.8 per cent and a rise of 8.1 per cent in terms of projected total international spend. The
average international spend per visit is expected to rise for these European cities to $1,172,
up 5.1 per cent on last year.

11
Based on the Executive Summary of the MasterCard Global Destination Cities Index 2012 published on 11
June, 2012.
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Despite Western Europe’s economic woes, major cities including Dublin, Brussels, Lisbon,
Barcelona, Vienna and Frankfurt are expected to increase their international visitor spend
during 2012. Only Prague, Madrid and Athensare projected to experience a fall.

The Asia/Pacific regional story stands out as the real success story of the report, with total
visitor numbers for the top ten cities predicted to grow by 9.5 per cent and total international
spending set to increase by a solid 15.3 per cent. Average international spending per visit
for these cities is set to increase to $1,350, up 5.4 per cent on the previous year. Bangkok
claims the top slot in terms of visitor spend in the report and Tokyo, in sixth place, shows
the fastest predicted spend growth, at 24.2 per cent. Hot on its heels is Taipei, with a healthy
predicted visitor spend growth of 20.5 per cent.

The growth figures for Latin America show real signs of positivity, with projected visitor
numbers up by 7.3 per cent for the top ten destination cities in the region and total international
predictions for spend growth at 7.9 per cent. Though there is set to be a lower average
international spend per visit of $982, this is up by 0.6 per cent on last year. Buenos Aires
takes the number one slot in spend terms, whilst Quito and Bogota will be the fastest growing,
says the report. Meanwhile, Recife will be the fastest growing regional city within our
report in terms of visitor numbers, with impressive anticipated growth of 37.6 per cent.

The regional outlook for the Middle East and Africa is equally bright, with visitor numbers
for the top ten cities set to grow by 7.2 per cent, total international spending predicted to
rise by 10.4 per cent and average spend per visit set to grow by 3 per cent. Visitors will
spend the most in Dubai and this is also a fast growing city within the top ten for that region.
Abu Dhabi will be the fastest growing in terms of spend, according to the report, up 20.7
per cent this year. Looking at the full list of cities, Durban will be the fastest growing for the
region in terms of visitor numbers and is predicted to be the second fastest growing city in
our report.

The predicted growth in North America also looks healthy. Looking at the top ten cities,
visitor numbers are set to swell by 4.1 per cent and international spending to grow by 5.8
per cent. Average spend per visit will also go up by 1.6 per cent to an impressive $2,442,
claims the report. New York will be the city where visitors will spend the most, up 6.8 per
cent on last year. There will also be increasing numbers of visitors flocking to the Big
Apple, with visitor numbers set to grow by 5.2 per cent.  Dallas and Boston, though not in
the top ten, will also show fast growth in terms of visitor spend, both predicted to go up by
13.6 per cent on last year, as well as healthy increases in projected visitor numbers. Toronto,
the fastest growing city in North America’s Top Ten,  will also grow fast in terms of
international visitor spend, with a projected increase of 10.2 per cent on last year.
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Following table is a ranking of the top 20 fastest growing destination cities according to the
MasterCard Global Destination Cities Index, 2012.

Rank       City       Country Growth Rate in

  Comparison to 2011

1 Rio de Janeiro Brazil 28.60%

2 Tokyo Japan 21.50%

3 Quito Ecuador 18.80%

4  Abu Dhabi UAE 17.90%

5 Tunis Tunisia 17.70%

6 Dubai UAE 15.30%

7 Taipei Taiwan 15.10%

8 Istanbul Turkey 14.70%

9 Beijing China 14.70%

10 Bogota Colombia 12.60%

11 Lima Peru 11.70%

12 Riyadh Saudi Arabia 10.40%

13 Nairobi Kenya 10.00%

14 Singapore Singapore 9.90%

15 Seoul South Korea 9.80%

16 Cairo Egypt 8.30%

17 Shanghai China 8.20%

18 Toronto Canada 7.60%

19 Washington USA 7.20%

20 Caracas Venezuela 7.00%
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1. INTRODUCTION

Tourism can be a double edged sword for destinations. The Threatened Wonders List aims
to draw attention to destinations that could be all but destroyed for future generations if
something doesn’t change soon. At the same time as supporting local communities, if things
aren’t managed properly the negatives can soon outweigh the positives creating major
environmental and cultural issues.

Too many tourists, poor planning, inadequate security, globalisation and urbanisation are
part of the reason the marvels of the world are constantly threatened to disappear. Global
warming, climate change, excessive tourism pressures, wars/conflict, etc, most often
combined with poor infrastucture and lack of efficiency or willingness authorities can be
named as a few reasons why the once in-demand tourism hot-spots have now become fragile
socio-cultural spots and eco-systems.

In this unit, we shall examine some of the most vulnerable places on earth that have become
endangered due to excessive pressure from the tourism industry, as well as we shall try to
provide the best solutions to the current situation.

Though a list of endangered destination is endless in each of the continents, this list here
provides only a few destinations of each 6 continents (except Antarctica) that require urgent
and mandatory attention, either due to their over-exhausted tourism potential,  or ecologically
sensitive and fragile eco-systems.
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2. THREATENED TOURIST PLACES IN ASIA

1) Maldives

The Republic of the Maldives is a group of Coral Islands in the Indian Ocean to the west of
India and Sri Lanka on the Equator. The group of low lying islands consist of about 1200
islands. Some smaller than a football field and some of the largest 1-2 miles long and well
known for beautiful scenery: white beaches, swaying palm trees, colourful corals and
abundant sunshine. Eighty per cent of the average height of the Maldives is less than one
meter. If rising sea levels continue to change the global climate, this beautiful paradise
might disappear under the sea sooner or later.

The Maldives comprises perhaps one of the world’s most complex reef systems (1,300 low
coral islands and sandbanks). The Maldives along with Chagos islands are important nesting
sites for Green turtles (Chelonia mydas) and seabirds.

Other species of interest include Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata), Olive ridley
turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea), Loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta), White tern (Gygis alba),
lesser Frigatebird (Fregata ariel), Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis), Cuvier’s beaked
whale (Ziphius cavirostris), Finless Porpoise (Neophocaena phocaenoides), and the
Blainsville’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon densirostris).

The greatest threat to these reefs comes from the relatively rapid and unplanned
establishments, unsustainable growth of the tourist industry, and the introduction of
mechanised fishing. Coral mining, construction of groynes, breakwaters, jetties and anchor
damage and siltation caused by speedboats are causing considerable damage as well.

Other threats include pollution, increased shipping traffic, risk of oil spills and dumping,
inadequate waste disposal, and the overuse of water pumps and fertilisers for agriculture.

What is the solution?

Various types of fishing can destroy the coral reef; dynamite fishing blows up the coral
which destroys the reef, nets from intensive fishing get caught on the reef and damage it,
and anchors from fishing boats also harm the corals. Rising sea levels in the Maldives are a
threat as corals cant survive with sea levels above 25m. This rise in sea levels could be due
to many factors (including global warming) — extreme weather events such as hurricanes
can harm the reef due to rising sea levels, strong waves etc.

Inputs of fresh water on the coasts due to an increased population and increased number of
hotels are a threat as saline water is required for survival. Mining of Coral is another threat.
So is the pollution caused by  agriculture, sewage and industry.
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Conditions for Corals

♣ Temperature: No reefs develop where the mean annual temp. of water is below 18°C.
However, above 21°C causes problems of health to the reef. The Maldives fits this
temperature requirement as its temp. never exceeds these extremes.

♣ Water depth: Most reefs grow in depths of 25m or less on the margins of continents or
islands. The depth of the Indian Ocean, which surrounds the Maldives, does not exceed
this condition.

♣ Light: Light is needed for the photosynthesis of algae (zooanthellae) which feed the
coral reefs in the Maldives. Therefore shallow water is needed to allow max. light to
reach the reefs.

♣ Salinity: Corals are marine creatures which are intolerant of water which has less than
30-32psu. They can therefore survive in the saline conditions of the Indian Ocean.

Coral reefs are greatly important for the future of the Maldives, as these are one of the main
attractions for tourists in the area. Tourism has become the country’s major source of foreign
exchange, surpassing fishing. In 1992 tourism income constituted 17 per cent of GDP.
Furthermore, tourism is expected to increase as the government infrastructure improvement
projects in the areas of transportation, communications, sanitation, water supply and other
support facilities are put into place.Therefore the coral needs to be sustained for the economic
stability of the area.

The most imporatant role that Coral reefs play is that they form natural barriers that protect
nearby shorelines from the eroding forces of the sea, thereby protecting coastal dwellings,
agricultural land and beaches. Coral reefs have been used in the treatment of cancer, HIV,
cardiovascular diseases, ulcers and other ailments.

Hence it is of utmost importance to enforce specific legislations on protection of Coral
reefs in Maldives. Education, training and legislation is needed for banning dynamite fishing
and coral mining. Maldives tourism product is entirely dependent on marine resources. The
Maldives selling point is its excellent diving, shallow lagoons for safe watersports and
swimming, and clean white sandy beaches for sunbathing and relaxation. Hence it became
all the more important to preserve the aesthetic integrity of these islands and to protect the
natural beauty of the reefs. In addition to this, the mere existence of islands which hosts the
tourist facilities, is dependent on the reef systems.

Completely nature-based, the Maldives tourism product has a unique concept in its
development. Each island hosts a single resort hotel, which is an autonomous unit that
generates its own power, water supply and manages its sewage and solid waste. Regulations
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and checks specific to such resorts and hotels could be strenthened. In the Maldives there is
a clear understanding that the remarkable natural, social and cultural features require a
unique small island tourism policy that will sustain the important economic industry, coral
island environments and preserve the traditional patterns of life in the islands.

The Ministry of Tourism of Maldives develops tourism policy, plans, regulations to develop
infrastructure and service standards and issues operation permits for tourist facilities in the
Maldives. The government has taken a precautionary approach of developing tourism in
only selected zones and on uninhabited islands. While contacts in the resort islands are
limited to the staff, day excursions to local islands are encouraged to benefit locals from
this economically important industry. Similarly, safari operation on boats are also restricted
to certain atolls.

The Ministry of Tourism has also developed mechanisms to encourage and ensure that the
resort islands are constructed with a local touch in their designs and architecture, which in
turn has helped to successfully rejuvenate local crafts, design, culture and tradition, and to
a certain extent, even language. It is however desirable to encourage more such moves.

The major nature-based tourism activities are the development and operation of resorts in
uninhabited islands and live-aboard safari vessel operations that cruise the atolls, offering
diving, snorkelling, surfing, dolphin and whale watching, or excursions to local islands.
Establishment of marine protected areas in the tourism zone to protect marine biodiversity
by supporting in-situ conservation and the aesthetic integrity of marine dive sites is a specific
ecotourism project amongst a few which aims to solve problems that arise due to conflict of
interests between divers and fishers using the same marine resources. Important dive sites
have been declared as marine protected areas in the main tourism zone where anchoring
and fishing (except bait fishery that sustains the traditional pole and line fishing industry),
is strictly prohibited.

There are also minor community based projects such as the establishment of a cultural
center on South Ari atoll Dhangethi island to preserve cultural heritage and share important
aspects of traditional Maldivian lifestyle with the visitor.

Tourists resorts and NGOs also play a key role in implementing ecotourism and environmental
research projects. A reef conservation and growth project by Ihuru tourist resort is a popular
site for divers, snorkellers and marine biologists. This project aims to conserve marine
biodiversity and identify artificial structures to protect shorelines of similar small coral
islands. The annual Green Resort Award by the President of the Maldives, was launched in
1999 to encourage ecotourism, implementation of environmental technology and to ensure
environment-friendly operations of tourist resorts.
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2) Borneo and Sumatra

The Southeast Asian islands of Borneo and Sumatra, located on the Equator, are home to
some of the world’s most diverse rain forests and Southeast Asia’s last intact forests. Borneo
is the world’s third largest island, covering an area slightly larger than Texas. Sumatra is the
world’s sixth largest island. The islands’ tropical climate and diverse ecoregions have created
habitats that house thousands of unique species and the world’s last remaining Sumatran
tigers, orangutans, pygmy elephants and Sumatran rhinos. Massive rivers cut across the
landscape. These are the islands’ lifelines, offering transport and and providing the freshwater
needs for the islands’ people.

Borneo and Sumatra are the only places on Earth where tigers, rhinos, orangutans and
elephants live together. The forests are home to marvelous creatures like the proboscis
monkey, sun bear, clouded leopard, flying fox bat and endangered animals like the Sumatran
tiger, Sumatran rhino and pygmy elephant.

There are more than 15,000 known plants here, with many more species yet to be discovered.
Since 1995, more than 400 species have been identified on the islands, with more than 50 of
these species completely new to science. An unknown mammal species – for now dubbed
the Bornean red carnivore – was photographed by one of WWF’s camera traps in 2003.
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The cultural diversity of Borneo and Sumatra is as distinct and varied as its plant life. More
than 60 million people live on these two islands. They are a mix of indigenous peoples and
immigrants from other islands in Indonesia, such as Java, as well as other Asian countries.
The current population of Borneo is estimated at 18 million. Sumatra is home to 50 million
people and is the world’s fourth most populous island.

Rapid economic changes have brought shifts in population and threaten the way of life for
communities who have traditionally lived off the forest. Borneo’s native cultures are usually
referred to collectively as “Dayak”, a term that covers a multitude of ethnic groups. Sumatra
is also home to a variety of ethnic groups, including the Batak, Minangkabau, Krui and
Pelalawan-Petalangan.

Tourism is Borneo and Sumatra is focussed on wildlife expeditions and safaris to view the
diverse varieties of primates in the region, especially the Orangutans. Influx of tourists to
such a biologically sensitive area coupled with deforestation and unsustainable agriculture
is posing serious and direct threat to the environment in the region.

What is the solution?

Approximately three-quarters of Indonesia’s timber is illegally harvested. Borneo and
Sumatra are the largest suppliers of illegal timber to Indonesia. Palm oil coming from Borneo
and Sumatra accounts for more than half of all palm oil produced in the world. WWF co-
founded the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil in 2003, a collaborative group working to
bring sustainable palm oil to the marketplace and reform land use practices. Apart from
such efforts towards sustainable agriculture, in Borneo and Sumatra, there is an urgent need
to work with local communities and governments to address the relentless forces that are
destroying the last strongholds of tigers, orangutans and other species.

In Borneo, tourism industry is in greater conflict with existing industries than in other parts
of the world, due primarily to the competing logging interests on the island. Borneo is
expected to have lost up to 75 per cent of its forests by 2020 due to these competing interests,
however there are a number of measures being put in place to prevent this from happening.
One of the largest issues tourism faces on the island of Borneo is simply the fact that it is
overseen by three distinct countries, and these countries sometimes have conflicting ideas
over how the entire island should develop over time.

The country with the least involved environmental policies on the island is the country of
Brunei. Literally taking up a very tiny corner of the island, Brunei is only in the beginning
stages of creating any environmental laws, especially as they relate to tourism. Recently,
the government of Brunei has been working on drafts for three separate environmental
laws: the Environmental Pollution Control Order, Environmental Impact Assessment Order,
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and another as-yet unnamed law that covers the import and export of hazardous wastes for
disposal. These laws are still in their early stages of development, and are still at a point
where the language to be used in the laws themselves is under debate.

Conversely, Malaysia has a number of laws on the books to protect the wildlife and natural
environment of its various land holdings. For example, the Malaysian Wildlife Law contains
provisions that aid in the protection and conservation of all Malaysian wildlife and their
respective habitats. This law doesn’t just protect the endangered or endemic wildlife of
Malaysia, but offers various levels of protection for different classifications of wildlife.
The two Malaysian states on Borneo – Sabah and Sarawak – are bound by the federal
mandate and also have enacted their own biodiversity protection laws that are more tailored
to suit the needs of industry on Borneo.

The laws of Indonesia in regard to the environment generally mirror those of Malaysia,
with a strong emphasis on resource management and Ecotourism. Two major laws – the
Law on Environmental Protection and Management, and the Act on the Conservation of
Biological Resources and their Ecosystems – lay down the greatest amount of regulation in
regard to conservation and Ecotourism management. These laws have created a framework
for how Ecotourism is developed throughout the Indonesia controlled part of Borneo by
placing strict regulations down for how tourists interact with wildlife and by creating
regulations for how environmental impact statements must be prepared for Ecotourism
operations.
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Borneo is a haven for biodiversity, with two of the most bio-diverse ecosystems on Earth to
its credit. Not only can tourists visit the last few vestiges of lush, virgin forest, but they can
also visit some of the most pristine reefs in the Pacific. Snorkeling and SCUBA are some of
the most popular activities here for tourists, creating a tourism boom for the nations that
control the reef-bearing northern end of the island. Volunteer tourism is also very popular
here, and should be encouraged rather than commercial tourism. There are a number of
scientific studies going on at any time that people are able to volunteer to assist with.

In the interior, there are a number of major trekking routes that are very popular with tourists,
and along the border zones there is a unique spirit of cooperation between the three major
countries. Each of the countries that control Borneo have empowered local villages to handle
inter-border travel with tourists to help make tourism much more attractive and accessible
in the area.

Borneo is home to some of the most famous endemic species of animals on the planet. It is
a lush and vibrant ecosystem that is still working through how to balance the competing
interests of forestry and tourism. All of the laws that deal with tourism and forestry recognise
them both as contributing interests to the overall economies of the nations which inhabit
Borneo, and therefore provisions of all laws must be in place that protect them both. With
the two largest interests on the island having a very solid framework for responsible
management practices, there is little doubt that Brunei will follow suit.

3) Mount Everest

Mount Everest is the highest mountain on Earth above sea level, and the highest point of the
earth. Various kinds of endangered rare animals inhabit here, including snow leopards,
pandas also live on the lower side and so on. Scientists have claimed that about two-thirds
of the glacier has melted. Melting glaciers could lead to the expansion of glacial lakes that
would lead to several natural disasters including floods and landslides.

Tourism industry, especially expeditions to the Mount Everest have provided a steady income
to the nepali economy. The Mount Everest rush started after Edmund Hillary and Tenzing
Norgay made it to the top in 1953. Before that, Khumbu’s environmental state was far
healthier. But with thousands of pairs of feet pounding its footpaths for decades, many
believe that Sagarmatha needs a rest.

Global climate change alone has affected Everest’s geography, as some of its glaciers have
retreated as much as three miles (4.8 km) in the past 20 years1 . If the glaciers continue to
recede, it could endanger the local Sherpas who have already experienced flooding from
the melting ice.

1
Rosen, Elizabeth. “Somalis Don’t Climb Mountains: The Commercialization of Mount Everest.” The Journal
of Popular Culture. Vol. 40, No. 1, 2007. (March 17, 2008)
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Human activity is the source for the most visible damage being done to the area. Although
Khumbu is protected as the Sagarmatha National Park, challenges remain for curbing waste
left behind on the trials, especially disposable water bottles and food cans. Literally tons of
trash has been cleared from the Everest Base Camp2 , but groups such as Kathmandu
Environmental Education Project remain hard at work teaching climbers about low-impact
trekking.

While trash remains problematic, energy sources for feeding and housing thousands of
tourists each year are growing scarce. When Sherpas first settled in the Khumbu valley in
the 1500s, the forests were lush with plant life. Today, the tree line continues to descend to
lower altitudes, as firewood is burned for heating, cooking and hot showers3 . Environmental
groups have urged villagers, business owners and climbers to use kerosene instead of
firewood, but the conversion is a slow process. The rate that tourists consume energy is also
far higher than Sherpas since they are more accustomed to it in their more industrialised
nations.

Although the late Edmund Hillary and others have urged the Nepalese government to ban
Everest access for a while to allow for cleanup and more reforestation efforts, there are no
signs of government compliance. In fact, the Nepal tourism board furiously refuted an
international news story that Nepal was shutting off base camp access for 10 days during
the spring of 2008 to allow for a torch run for the 2009 Summer Olympics in Beijing. And
the plan for offering lowered rates during the off-season indicates its determination to not
only keep the mountain open to the public but actually attract more tourists.

A line of climbers ascend Mount Everest  Ralf Dujmovits, Guardian UK.

Mount Everest tourism has created a difficult puzzle for Nepal4 . While it’s a reliable source
of income for some of the poorest people in the world, its very success could also be paving
a path to its destruction.

2
Jones, Finn-Olaf. “Tourism Stripping Everest’s Forests Bare”. National Geographic Traveller. Updated Aug.
29, 2003. (March 20, 2008)

3
Reid, T.R. and Kendrick, Robb. “The Sherpas”. National Geographic. May 2003. (March 17, 2008)

4
MacDonald, Mia. “The roof of the world: tourism in Nepal strikes a delicate balance”. E: The Environmental
Magazine. March - April, 2004. (March 20, 2008)
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What is the solution?

The most radical solution seems to be regulation of number of tourists per year. Listed as a
UNESCO Natural world heritage sites, Everest is now plagued by rubbish, the degradation
on Himalayan peaks and other environmental issues. The melting ice has also exposed deep
crevasses, making expeditions more dangerous. However, due to steady income received
from the mountain expedition, the Nepali government is actually encouraging more and
more visitors each year.

Public sensitisation seems the most effective solution in this case. One example of unofficial
effort by members of public in restoring Everest’s lost glory is that of Apa Sherpa. Apa
Sherpa, who is a Nepalese Sherpa mountaineer who holds the record for reaching the summit
of Mount Everest more times than any other person5 , has noted significant changes and
reduction of ice cappes on the mountain since his first expedition. Apa has organised an
expedition to remove 4,000 kg (8,800 lb) of rubbish from the lower part of the mountain
and another 1,000 kg (2,200 lb) from higher areas.

4) Wadi Rum, Jordan

Jordan’s tourism accounted for 10 per cent -12 per cent of the country’s Gross National
Product in 2006. In 2010, there were 8 million visitors to Jordan. The result was $3.4 billion
in tourism revenues, $4.4 billion if medical tourists are included6 . Jordan offers everything

5
He has climbed the mountain twenty-one times as of May 2011.

6
Periodical Islamic Chamber of Commerce & Industry Magazine”. Chambermag.com. Retrieved 26 July
2012.
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from world-class historical and cultural sites like Petra and Jerash to modern entertainment
in urban areas most notably Amman. Moreover, seaside recreation is present in Aqaba and
Dead Sea through numerous international resorts. Eco-tourists have numerous nature reserves
to choose from as like Dana Nature Reserve. Religious tourists visit Mt. Nebo, the Baptist
Site, and the mosaic city of Madaba. Its major tourist attractions include visiting historical
sites, like the worldwide famous Petra (UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1985, and one
of New Seven Wonders of the World), the Jordan River, Mount Nebo, Madaba, numerous
medieval mosques and churches, and unspoiled natural locations (as Wadi Rum and Jordan’s
northern mountainous region in general), as well as observing cultural and religious sites
and traditions.

Jordan played host to the Petra Prana Festival in 2007 which celebrated Petra’s win as one
of the New Seven Wonders of the World. The annual Distant Heat festival in Wadi Rum and
Aqaba ranked as one of the world’s top 10 raves.

In 2011, however, Jordanian tourism lost $1 Billion due to the political instability across
the region.7  Even then, Jordan is investing heavily in its tourist infrastructure in the form of
luxury hotels, spas, resorts and massive real estate projects, as The “Abdali Urban
Regeneration” Project and the “Marsa Zayed” in Aqaba. Luxury residential housing like
Sanaya Amman and the Living Wall are attracting affluent Persian Gulf vacationers to buy
property in Jordan.

With the establishment of the Aqaba Special Economic Zone (ASEZA – a semi-autonomous
body set up to drive economic development in the nearby beach resort of Aqaba), nearly
twenty billion dollars have been invested in Jordan’s sole coastal city. Luxurious resorts
such as Saraya Aqaba and Tala Bay are being constructed with more in the pipleline like the
$1 billion Ayla Oasis. With Jordan becoming increasing popular as a cruising destination, a
new and modern cruise ship terminal is being constructed in the Marsa Zayed project.

Wadi Rum is a desert full of mountains and hills located south of Jordan. It is popular for its
sights in addition to a variety of sports that are practiced there, such as rock-climbing. It is
also known for its connection to Lawrence of Arabia. Since 1998, Wadi Rum has been a
protected area.

Over the past two decades the sandstone cliffs and wild spaces of Wadi Rum have drawn
increasing numbers in search of desert adventure, but options and infrastructure remain
limited here. Although a protected area, the land is divided between three Bedouin tribes
and officially administered by ASEZA.

7
Jordanian Tourism Loses $1 Billion 2011 – http://english.nuqudy.com/General_Overview/Levant/
Jordanian_Tourism_L-825.
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The result is a confusing array of 4WD tours run by different tribes in their respective
territories, and no overall responsibility for environmental protection. Lack of a responsible
authority in such fragile environment as in Wadi Rum, the eco-systems are under threat and
the booming tourism industry is only adding to the woos.

What is the solution?

With vision and the right measures in place, the awe-inspiring Wadi Rum has the potential
to be a world leader in desert ecotourism. Engaging with local people is key: money needs
to stay within the community, rather than being siphoned off to the cities. Luxury resorts are
planned, but does Rum need glitzy private development? Small-scale public investment
could make a big difference – the government could support Rum’s Bedouin-run businesses
by buying new 4WDs and helping entrepreneurs create better camps. A proper scheme for
mountain guide training is essential. 

An example of small but effective community effort was started by Tony Howard, a British
climber who first visited in 1984 and who has written widely about Rum. In 1999 Howard
arranged a fortnight’s training for three Rum Bedouin at the Plasy Brenin mountaineering
school in Wales. Those guides are still working today. They pass on skills informally to
their peers, but formal qualifications would be a first step to raising Rum’s profile. There is
talk of France’s National Ski and Alpinism School leading training courses in Rum.

It is mooted by many working in the Rum that the main part has to be palyed by the tourists
themselves. They say that the tourists should realise not to buy cut-price desert tours from
cheap hotels in Petra and Aqaba and make sure that the tourism money stays in Rum by
booking in advance direct with local guides — though, frustratingly, Rum has no information
office. The only way to find a guide is to search online or check recommendations in
guidebooks.

5) Great Wall of China, Beijing

China has 28 sites on the UNESCO heritage list . The crowing glory of these is the Great
Wall.

The Great Wall of China is a series of fortifications made of stone, brick, tamped earth,
wood, and other materials, generally built along an east-to-west line across the historical
northern borders of China in part to protect the Chinese Empire or its prototypical states
against intrusions by various nomadic groups or military incursions by various warlike
peoples or forces. Several walls were being built as early as the 7th century BC; these, later
joined together and made bigger, stronger, and unified are now collectively referred to as
the Great Wall8 . Especially famous is the wall built between 220-206 BC by the first Emperor

8
“Great Wall of China”. Encyclopædia Britannica.
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of China, Qin Shi Huang. Little of that wall remains. Since then, the Great Wall has on and
off been rebuilt, maintained, and enhanced; the majority of the existing wall was reconstructed
during the Ming Dynasty.

The Great Wall stretches from Shanhaiguan in the east, to Lop Lake in the west, along an
arc that roughly delineates the southern edge of Inner Mongolia. A comprehensive
archaeological survey, using advanced technologies, has concluded that the Ming walls
measure 8,850 km9 . Another archaeological survey found that the entire wall with all of its
branches measure out to be 21,196 km.

While some portions north of Beijing and near tourist centers have been preserved and even
extensively renovated, in many locations the Wall is in disrepair. Those parts might serve as
a village playground or a source of stones to rebuild houses and roads10 . Sections of the
Wall are also prone to graffiti and vandalism. Parts have been destroyed because the Wall is
in the way of construction11 .

More than 60 km of the wall in Gansu province may disappear in the next 20 years, due to
erosion from sandstorms. In places, the height of the wall has been reduced from more than
five meters (16.4 ft) to less than two meters. The square lookout towers that characterise the
most famous images of the wall have disappeared completely. Many western sections of the
wall are constructed from mud, rather than brick and stone, and thus are more susceptible to
erosion12 .

The visual integrity of the Wall at Badaling has been impacted negatively by construction
of tourist facilities and a cable car.

That the great walls bear exceptional testimony to the civilisations of ancient China is
illustrated as much by the tamped-earth sections of fortifications dating from the Western
Han that are conserved in Gansu Province as by the admirable and universally acclaimed
masonry of the Ming period. Now, however, the structural and  visual integrity of the Wall
has been impacted negatively by construction of tourist facilities and a cable car.

What is the solution?

None of China’s 28 world heritage sites have been listed as endangered. However, various
threats, especially saturated tourism areas and construction, are spoiling their status, and if
effective measures are not taken, these sites may soon be placed on the endangered heritage
list, experts warned.

9
Great Wall of China “even longer”. BBC. April 20, 2009. Retrieved April 20, 2009.

10
Ford, Peter (2006, Nov 30). New law to keep China’s Wall looking great. Christian Science Monitor, Asia
Pacific section. Retrieved March 17, 2007.

11
Bruce G. Doar: The Great Wall of China: Tangible, Intangible and Destructible. China Heritage Newsletter,
China Heritage Project, Australian National University.

12
 “China’s Wall becoming less and less Great”. Reuters. August 29, 2007. Retrieved August 30, 2007.
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China’s burgeoning tourism and construction sectors, which pose a growing threat to the
country’s World Heritage sites, have compelled preservation authorities to launch a
comprehensive inspection of the historical relics.

The various components of the Great Wall have all been listed as state or provincial priority
protected sites under the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural
Relics. The Regulations on the Protection of the Great Wall promulgated in 2006 is the
specific legal document for the conservation and management of the Great Wall. The series
of Great Wall Conservation Plans, which is being constantly extended and improved and
covers various levels from master plan to provincial plans and specific plans, is an important
guarantee of the comprehensive conservation and management of the Great Wall. China’s
national administration on cultural heritage, and provincial cultural heritage administrations
where sections of the Great Wall are located, are responsible for guiding the local governments
on the implementation of conservation and management measures for the Great Wall.

The Outstanding Universal Value of the Great Wall and all its attributes must be protected
as a whole, so as to fulfill authentic, integral and permanent preservation of the property. To
this end, considering the characteristics of the Great Wall, including its massive scale,
transprovincial distribution and complicated conditions for its protection and conservation,
management procedures and regulations, conservation interventions for the original fabric
and setting, and tourism management shall be more systematic, scientific, classified and
prioritised. An efficient comprehensive management system, as well as specific conservation
measures for the original fabric and setting will be established, while a harmonious
relationship featuring sustainable development between heritage protection and social
economy and culture can be formed. Meanwhile, the study and dissemination of the rich
connotation of the property’s Outstanding Universal Value shall be enhanced, so as to fully
and sustainably realise the social and cultural benefits of the Great Wall.

6) Jaisalmer, India

Nicknamed “The Golden city”, Jaisalmer has the famous Jaisalmer Fort situated on Meru
Hill and Named as Trikoot Garh.

This golden fort rising out of Rajasthan’s Thar desert attracted 300,000 visitors in 2008:
three times as many as ten years ago13 . The growing numbers staying in the fort itself, as
opposed to the encircling town, are putting pressure on the aged infrastructure. Water seeping
through old pipes is dissolving the city’s sandstone foundations, leading to gaping cracks;
more tourists means increased water usage, so the process is accelerating.

13
 “Threatened wonders 2010”, wanderlust.co.uk
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Water seepage, inadequate civic amenities, derelict houses and seismic activity around the
Trikuta Hill are some of the major concerns impacting the Fort. Unlike most other forts, the
Jaisalmer Fort has been built over a weak sedimentary rock foothill which makes its
foundations especially vulnerable to seepage. Over the years this has led to the collapse of
significant portions of the Fort such as the Queen’s Palace or Rani Ka Mahal and parts of
the outer boundary wall and the lower pitching walls14 .

The World Monuments Fund included the Fort in its 1996 World Monuments Watch and
again in the 1998 and 2000 reports due to the threats posed to it by an increase in its resident
population and the increasing numbers of tourists who visit it every year. The Fort is one of
Rajasthan’s most popular tourist attractions with as many as five to six hundred thousand
tourists visiting it annually. As a result, it is abuzz with commercial activities and has seen
a phenomenal growth in both human and vehicular traffic.

What is the solution? 

One in three families in Jaisalmer depend on tourism for a living; stopping it would be a
shattering blow. The real solution is to upgrade the city’s drainage system, a complex and
lengthy process. The World Monuments Fund and the charity Jaisalmer in Jeopardy are
working with the local government towards this, and restoring the city’s buildings. According
to former INTACH chairman S.K. Misra, American Express has provided more than $1
million for the conservation of Jaisalmer Fort15 .

The absence of coordinated action among the various government departments responsible
for civic amenities, the local municipality and the Archaeological Survey that is responsible
for the upkeep of the fort is a major impediment in its maintenance and restoration.

In the meantime, many guidebooks and tour operators discourage visitors from staying in
the fort itself — although local hoteliers complain this threatens their livelihood and reduces
their ability to restore buildings, while making scant difference to water usage.

7) Ajanta and Ellora, India

Ajanta Caves in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra, India are about 30 rock-cut Buddhist
cave monuments which date from the 2nd century BCE to about 480 or 650 CE. The caves
include paintings and sculptures described by the government Archaeological Survey of
India as “the finest surviving examples of Indian art, particularly painting”, which are
masterpieces of Buddhist religious art, with figures of the Buddha and depictions of the
Jataka tales. The caves were built in two phases starting around the 2nd century BCE, with
the second group of caves built around 400–650 CE according to older accounts, or all in a
brief period between 460 to 480.

14
Sharma, Abha (September 23, 2012). “Desert’s sinking fort”. The Hindu.

15
 S.K. Misra, Indian Express, “INTACH has earned its position”, April 7, 2010.
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The site is a protected monument in the care of the Archaeological Survey of India, and
since 1983, the Ajanta Caves have been a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Ajanta caves
are cut into the side of a cliff that is on the south side of a U-shaped gorge on the small river
Waghora, and although they are now along and above a modern pathway running across the
cliff they were originally reached by individual stairs or ladders from the side of the river 35
to 110 feet below.

The area was previously heavily forested, and after the site ceased to be used the caves were
covered by jungle until accidentally rediscovered in 1819 by a British officer on a hunting
party. They are Buddhist monastic buildings, apparently representing a number of distinct
“monasteries” or colleges. The caves are numbered 1 to 28 according to their place along
the path, beginning at the entrance. Several are unfinished and some barely begun and
others are small shrines, included in the traditional numbering. Further round the gorge are
a number of waterfalls, which when the river is high are audible from outside the caves.

They are 100 kilometers from the Ellora Caves, which contain Hindu and Jain temples as
well as Buddhist caves, the last dating from a period similar to Ajanta. They are said to built
by the Rashtrakuta dynasty. Well known for its monumental caves, Ellora is a World Heritage
Site. Ellora represents the epitome of Indian rock-cut architecture. The 34 “caves” — actually
structures excavated out of the vertical face of the Charanandri hills. Buddhist, Hindu and
Jain rock-cut temples and viharas and mathas were built between the 5th century and 10th

century. The 12 Buddhist (caves 1–12), 17 Hindu (caves 13–29) and 5 Jain (caves 30–34)
caves, built in proximity, demonstrate the religious harmony prevalent during this period of
Indian history. It is a protected monument under the Archaeological Survey of India.

These magnificent caves weathered natural forces well over time. But now, pollution, soil
erosion, tourism, vandalism and nature are, in conjunction, threatening these paintings.
With the area experiencing heavy monsoon rain in the last three years, the priceless Buddhist
paintings are being threatened with extinction due to water seepage. At least 10 out of the
30 Ajanta caves leak during the monsoon.

This has forced ASI staff to keep utensils and buckets beneath the leaking areas to collect
the rainwater. Unfortunately, studies have found that vandalism and unsustainable pace of
tourism growth in the area are the major reasons for rapid decay of the caves.

What’s the solution?

ASI, which has more than 3,000 heritage sites in the country under its protection, puts the
blame for the poor condition of these sites on paucity of funds. However, a major cause is
the lack of coordination between the agencies involved.
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For example, in Ajanta, in addition to ASI, the state tourism corporation, the forest
department, the Japanese funding agency and private consultants are all on the conservation
bandwagon. Japan has given India a large loan for the study of conditions at Ajanta and
Ellora. Most of the funds were spent on infrastructure, like building roads. A mere fraction
of the loan was allocated for preserving the sites.

Sources say that it’s merely a tourist attraction now, ASI cannot do anything because the
state government is not willing to take any steps to preserve this site. According to the
Ancient Monument and Archeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, no modern structure
can be constructed around a heritage site within the diameter of 300 meters. However, the
heritage site is under threat because of encroachments, specifically kiosks and stalls that
cater to tourist needs.

Strong measures as well as political and local authority will to conserve the site not just as
a mere tourist site but as a glorious heritage of ancient India is to be brought on. The solution
here will not be to ban or regulate the number of tourists visiting the site, as most of the
wear and tear is a natural process (though aggravated by tourist visits). The actual solution
will lie in sensitising the locals and encouraging/educating the tourists with wondrous
historical facts related to the sites. This can be done by organising the tours and channelising
the tourists in a better and more informed way. The fund collected from tourists should be
used properly in restoration work by engaging trained and experienced experts.

8) Ladakh

Bounded by two of the world’s mightiest mountain ranges, the Great Himalaya and the
Karakoram, Ladakh lies athwart two other, the Ladakh range and the Zanskar range. In
geological terms, this is a young land, formed only a few million years ago by the buckling
and folding of the earth’s crust as the Indian sub-continent pushed with irresistible force
against the immovable mass of Asia. Its basic contours, uplifted by these unimaginable
tectonic movements, have been modified over the millennia by the opposite process of
erosion, sculpted into the form we see today by wind and water.

Today, a high-altitude desert, sheltered from the rain-bearing clouds of the Indian monsoon
by the barrier of the Great Himalaya, Ladakh was once covered by an extensive lake system,
the vestiges of which still exist on its south-east plateaux of Rupshu and Chushul — in
drainage basins with evocative names like Tso-moriri, Tsokar, and grandest of all, Pangong-
tso. Occasionally, some stray monsoon clouds do find their way over the Himalaya, and
lately this seems to be happening with increasing frequency. But the main source of water
remains the winter snowfall. Drass, Zanskar and the Suru Valley on the Himalaya’s northern
flank receive heavy snow in winter; this feeds the glaciers whose meltwater, carried down
by streams, irrigates the fields in summer. For the rest of the region, the snow on the peaks
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is virtually the only source of water. As the crops grow, the villagers pray not for rain, but
for sun to melt the glaciers and liberate their water. Usually their prayers are answered, for
the skies are clear and the sun shines for over 300 days in the year.

Ladakh lies at altitudes ranging from about 9,000 feet (2750 m) at Kargil to 25,170 feet
(7,672 m) at Saser Kangri in the Karakoram. Thus summer temperatures rarely exceed
about 27°C in the shade, while in winter they may plummet to minus 20°C even in Leh.
Surprisingly, though, the thin air makes the heat of the sun even more intense than at lower
altitudes; it is said that only in Ladakh can a man sitting in the sun with his feet in the shade
suffer from sunstroke and frostbite at the same time.

The largest town in Ladakh is Leh. It is one of the few remaining abodes of Buddhism in
South Asia, including the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bhutan and Sri Lanka; a majority of
Ladakhis are Tibetan Buddhists and the rest are mostly Shia Muslims. In the past Ladakh
gained importance from its strategic location at the crossroads of important trade routes,
but since the Chinese authorities closed the borders with Tibet and Central Asia in the
1960s, international trade has dwindled except for tourism. Since 1974, the Government of
India has successfully encouraged tourism in Ladakh. Since Ladakh is a part of strategically
important Jammu and Kashmir, the Indian military maintains a strong presence in the region.

Ladakh, sometimes referred to as Little Tibet, is popular with tourists because it is home to
one of the purest remaining examples of Tibetan Buddhist culture. Visitors come to see a
preindustrial culture, tour the Buddhist monasteries, and take in the dramatic mountain
vistas. Even though tourism is one of the major contributors, it is adversly affecting the
scarce resources available by putting excess stran on them.

What is the solution?

Due to the strain that tourism can cause on local resources, the concept of “Ecotourism” has
been introduced in Ladakh by non-governmental organisations like the Snow Leopard
Conservancy India Trust’s Himalayan Homestays Programme and Women’s Alliance of
Ladakh (WAL), travel agencies like Zanskar Trek and Ladakhi Women’s Travel Company,
and individuals like Helena Norberg-Hodge and Thinlas Chorol.

People are being asked to reduce waste and water consumption and to use more environmental
options when possible. One of these being the “Homestays”, a system where tourists who
are trekking in Ladakh, instead of bringing tents and supplies that often has to be carried by
horses or donkeys, they stay with local families in the villages they pass. This is seen both
as environmental since the pack animals can sometimes eat all the limited vegetation, and
as socially responsible since it puts money directly into the local villages.
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In May 2001 The Mountain Institute, Ladakh Ecological Development Group and Snow
Leopard Conservancy organises a workshop on “Ecotourism Opportunities in Rural Ladakh”
in the city of Leh in order to “increase awareness” and “explore opportunities for ecotourism”.

Tourism, a major contributor to Ladakh’s cash economy, has brought clear economic benefits
to the minority involved in this trade. The tourism economy is centered around Leh, and
very little of the economic benefit of tourism accrues to the more than 90 per cent of Ladakhis
who live outside of this area. Within Leh the handful of Ladakhis who own large hotels
benefit disproportionately. Much of the money spent in Leh goes to tour operators and
merchants who come to Ladakh just for the tourist season. Those who do live outside of
Leh benefit somewhat from trekkers. They frequently rent out their pack animals and
occasionally lodge trekkers not travelling with prearranged tour groups.

The problem goes beyond an uneven distribution of the benefits, however. Those not
participating can become economically worse off simply by continuing to live as they always
have. The reciprocal relations of mutual aid are broken down by the extension of the monetary
economy, and tourists’ demands for scarce resources drive up the prices of local goods.
Steps to curb such uneven distribution and depravation of economic benefits should taken.

9) Angkor Wat, Cambodia

Angkor Wat is the largest Hindu temple complex and the largest religious monument in the
world. The temple was built by King Suryavarman II in the early 12th century in
Yasodharapura, the capital of the Khmer Empire, as his state temple and eventual mausoleum.
Breaking from the Shaivism tradition of previous kings, Angkor Wat was instead dedicated
to Vishnu. As the best-preserved temple at the site, it is the only one to have remained a
significant religious center since its foundation — first Hindu, dedicated to the god Vishnu,
then Buddhist. The temple is at the top of the high classical style of Khmer architecture. It
has become a symbol of Cambodia, appearing on its national flag, and it is the country’s
prime attraction for visitors.

The modern name, Angkor Wat, means “Temple City” or “City of Temples” in Khmer;
Angkor, meaning “city” or “capital city”, is a vernacular form of the word nokor, which
comes from the Sanskrit word nagara. Wat is the Khmer word for “temple grounds”, derived
from the Pali word “vatta”.

Angkor Wat lies 5.5 kilometers north of the modern town of Siem Reap, and a short distance
south and slightly east of the previous capital, which was centered at Baphuon. It is in an
area of Cambodia where there is an important group of ancient structures. It is the
southernmost of Angkor’s main sites.
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Angkor Wat required considerable restoration in the 20th century, mainly the removal of
accumulated earth and vegetation. Work was interrupted by the civil war and Khmer Rouge
control of the country during the 1970s and 1980s, but relatively little damage was done
during this period other than the theft and destruction of mostly post-Angkorian statues.

The temple is a powerful symbol of Cambodia, and is a source of great national pride that
has factored into Cambodia’s diplomatic relations with France, the United States and its
neighbour Thailand. A depiction of Angkor Wat has been a part of Cambodian national
flags since the introduction of the first version circa 1863.

Angkor is one of the largest archaeological sites in operation in the world. Tourism represents
an enormous economic potential but it also generates irreparable destructions of the tangible
as well as intangible cultural heritage. Many research projects have been undertaken, not
only to access the importance of the structure but also for a better knowledge and
understanding of the history of the site, and its inhabitants that constitute a rich exceptional
legacy of the intangible heritage. The purpose was to associate the “intangible culture” to
the enhancement of the monuments in order to sensitise the local population to the importance
and necessity of its protection and preservation and assist in the development of the site as
Angkor is a living heritage site where Khmer people in general, but especially the local
population, are known to be particularly conservative with respect to ancestral traditions
and where they adhere to a great number of archaic cultural practices that have disappeared
elsewhere. The inhabitants venerate the temple deities and organise ceremonies and rituals
in their honor, involving prayers, traditional music and dance. Moreover, the Angkor
Archaeological Park is very rich in medicinal plants, used by the local population for treatment
of diseases. The plants are prepared and then brought to different temple sites for blessing
by the gods. The Preah Khan temple is considered to have been a university of medicine
and the NeakPoan an ancient hospital. These aspects of intangible heritage are further
enriched by the traditional textile and basket weaving practices and palm sugar production,
which all result in products that are being sold on local markets and to the tourists, thus
contributing to the sustainable development and livelihood of the population living in and
around the World Heritage site.

Since Angkor Wat has seen significant growth in tourism throughout the years UNESCO
and the ICC in association with representatives from the Royal Government and APSARA
organised seminars to discuss the concept of “cultural tourism”. Wanting to avoid commercial
and mass tourism, the seminars emphasized the importance of providing high quality
accommodation and services in order for the Cambodian government to benefit economically,
while also incorporating the richness of Cambodian culture. In 2001, this incentive resulted
in the concept of the “Angkor Tourist City” which would be developed with regard to
traditional Khmer architecture, contain leisure and tourist facilities, and provide luxurious
hotels capable of accommodating large amounts of tourists.
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The prospect of developing such large tourist accommodations has encountered concerns
from both APSARA and the ICC, claiming that previous tourism developments in the area
have neglected construction regulations and more of these projects have the potential to
damage landscape features. Also, the large scale of these projects have begun to threaten
the quality of the nearby town’s water, sewage and electricity systems. It has been noted
that such high frequency of tourism and growing demand for quality accommodations in
the area, such as the development of a large highway, has had a direct effect on the
underground water table, subsequently straining the structural stability of the temples at
Angkor Wat. Locals of Siem Reap have also voiced concern over the charming nature and
atmosphere of their town being compromised in order to entertain tourism. Since this
charming local atmosphere is the key component to projects like Angkor Tourist City, local
officials continue to discuss how to successfully incorporate future tourism without sacrificing
local values and culture.

What is the solution?

The management of the Angkor Site, which is inhabited, takes into consideration not just
the restoration and management of the monument but also the population living in the
property by associating them to the tourist economic growth in order to strive for sustainable
development and poverty reduction.

In response to an appeal by the Cambodian government to the world community to come
forward to save the famous Angkor Wat Temple, Government of India responded by sending
experts from the Archeological Survey of India (ASI) under a bilateral agreement signed in
1986. The conservation programme was an endeavour spread over seven years during which
various teams of the ASI worked during various seasons from 1986 to 1993. The Angkor
Wat conservation project, financed by the Ministry of External Affairs, was the single largest
project ever undertaken by India under its ITEC programme in any country.

The cost of India’s participation in the Angkor Wat project is estimated at US$ 4 million
(the actual contribution when accounted for at international rates prescribed by the UNESCO
would be at least 10 fold). The total man-days spent by the ASI experts at the site totaled
over 20,000.

Ta Prohm Restoration Project (2003 onwards) - On Cambodia’s request, India has taken up
Restoration of Ta Prohm temple in Siem Reap by ASI, for which funds are being provided
under ITEC programme of MEA. ASI team commenced work in Siem Reap in Dec. 2003.
Technical teams from IIT, Chennai, and Water and Power Consultancy Services Limited
(WAPCOS) and Forest Research Institute of India have provided technical assistance to
ASI in this project which is expected to run till 2014. In early October 2011, two large
Buddha statues (sitting in lotus position) were discovered during excavation in the Hall of
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Dancers. Both figures, made of sand stone and 2.05 meters and 1.1 meters in heights, are
missing their heads. The statues are believed to date from the 12th century and the largest
Angkorian-era Buddha statues to be discovered since the Khmer Rouge regime. On March
19, 2012, parts of a gold crown dated 11-12 century was also discovered from the same Hall
of Dancers.

The Archaeological Survey of India carried out restoration work on the temple between
1986 and 1992. Since the 1990s, Angkor Wat has seen continued conservation efforts and a
massive increase in tourism. The temple is part of the Angkor World Heritage Site, established
in 1992, which has provided some funding and has encouraged the Cambodian government
to protect the site. The German Apsara Conservation Project (GACP) is working to protect
the devatas and other bas-reliefs which decorate the temple from damage. The organisation’s
survey found that around 20 per cent of the devatas were in very poor condition, mainly
because of natural erosion and deterioration of the stone but in part also due to earlier
restoration efforts.

Other work involves the repair of collapsed sections of the structure, and prevention of
further collapse: the west facade of the upper level, for example, has been buttressed by
scaffolding since 2002, while a Japanese team completed restoration of the north library of
the outer enclosure in 2005. World Monuments Fund began work on the Churning of the
Sea of Milk Gallery in 2008.

10) Dead Sea

The mineral-rich waters of the Dead Sea, which lies between Israel and Jordan, draw
international tourists who float easily in water that is 10 times as salty as seawater. The lake
– which has a surface 417 meters below sea level and is the lowest place on earth – and the
many hotels and resorts that dot its shorelines generate millions of dollars in tourism revenue,
but it is not the tourists who pose the greatest threat to the lake. It is the increased water
consumption on the rivers upstream from the Dead Sea and at the mining operations on the
lake itself that has been causing water levels to decrease at an alarming rate in recent years.
The lake, which is about 85 kilometers long and about 17 kilometers wide, is mined for
potash, salt and other minerals that are used in cosmetics, fertilisers, cars and computers.

What is the solution?

In recent decades, the Dead Sea has been rapidly shrinking because of diversion of incoming
water from the Jordan River to the north. The southern end is fed by a canal maintained by
the Dead Sea Works, a company that converts the sea’s raw materials. From a depression of
395 m (1,296 ft) below sea level in 1970  it fell 22 m (72 ft) to 418 m (1,371 ft) below sea
level in 2006, reaching a drop rate of 1 m (3 ft) per year. As the water level decreases, the
characteristics of the Sea and surrounding region may substantially change.
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The Dead Sea level drop has been followed by a groundwater level drop, causing brines
that used to occupy underground layers near the shoreline to be flushed out by freshwater.
This is believed to be the cause of the recent appearance of large sinkholes along the western
shore — incoming freshwater dissolves salt layers, rapidly creating subsurface cavities that
subsequently collapse to form these sinkholes.

In May 2009 at the World Economic Forum, Jordan announced its plans to construct the
“Jordan National Red Sea Development Project” (JRSP). This is a plan to convey seawater
from the Red Sea near Aqaba to the Dead Sea. Water would be desalinated along the route
to provide fresh water to Jordan, with the brine discharge sent to the Dead Sea for
replenishment. The project began detailed design in early 2010, with water delivery by
2017. Israel has expressed its support and will likely benefit from some of the water delivery
to its Negev region. Some hydro-power will be collected near the Dead Sea from the dramatic
change in elevation on the downhill side of the project.

At a regional conference in July 2009, officials expressed increased concerns that water
levels are dropping. Some suggested various industrial activities around the Dead Sea might
need to be reduced. Others advised a range of possible environmental measures to restore
conditions. This might include increasing the volume of flow from the Jordan River to
replenish the Dead Sea. Currently, only sewage and effluent from fish ponds run in the
river’s channel. Experts also asserted a need for strict conservation efforts. They also said
agriculture should not be expanded, sustainable support capabilities should be incorporated
into the area and pollution sources should be reduced.

Some places that could benefit by more visitors and development of tourism:

Laskhadweep – The Tourism sector is one of the newly developed sector in
Lakshadweep. From 1956 to 1962 there was no ship nor any mechanised vessels
operating between the Islands and mainland to carry even the local passengers. It
was in the year 1962 that a small ship ‘M.V. Sea fox’ having a capacity to carry just
12 pax was introduced. There was no building nor any infrastructure available to
carryout tourism activities in this Union Territory. In the year 1974 a full fledged
all-weather ship. M.V. Amindivi , joined the fleet changed the very face of journey
in the Islands. This was the first all weather ship and was a great relief that prior to
Amindivi very small ships including M.V. Laccadives having capacity to carry 47
pax was not sufficient for the movement of passengers. The coming of Amindivi
and two all weather ships M.V. Bharatseema and M.V. Tipu Sultan during 1988
created a favourable condition for the movement of tourists. Two small ships M.V.
Minicoy and M.V. Amindivi joined the fleet recently has helped the movement of
tourists further. Tourism is one of the few areas in Lakshadweep which can play a
vital role in generating income, employment and over all development of islands.
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Recognising vast tourism potential, a humble beginning was made in 1974 and one
of the uninhabited island Bangaram was opened for International Tourism. The Hotel
Corporation of India was looking after the affairs of Bangaram island resort up to
1982. The tourists on those days were coming by ship Amindivi. During 1978-
tourists came by chartered ship ‘M.S. Europa’. But in the absence of a permanent
set up, the flow of tourists were not encouraging. After the Hotel Corporation of
India wound up their business the SPORTS was directly dealing with the tourist
activities both Indian and foreign. The Casino Group of hotels, Cochin entered the
field of Lakshadweep Tourism through a lease deed dated 22nd October 1988 with
SPORTS for operating the Bangaram Island Resort. Encouraged by the Bangaram
experiment, the Lakshadweep administration has gone ahead with Tourism promotion
in the Islands of Kavaratti, Kadmat, Kalpeni and Minicoy were opened for domestic
tourists in 1983.

The policy of the Administration for the promotion of Tourism in the islands is
designed on the basis of the recommendation of Island Development Authority.
Since the carrying capacity of these tiny islands has to be kept in mind, any activities
related with Tourism has to be carried out with utmost care.

Spiti – The Spiti Valley is a desert mountain valley located high in the Himalaya
mountains in Himachal Pradesh. The name “Spiti” means “The Middle Land”, i.e.
the land between Tibet and India. It possesses a distinctive Buddhist culture similar
to that found in the nearby Tibet Autonomous Region and the Ladakh region of
India. The valley and surrounding region is one of the least populated regions in
India and is the gateway to the northernmost reaches of the nation. Spiti’s fragile
mountain ecology and its tryst with climate change makes it extremely important
that travellers to Spiti leave a positive impact on it, in order for its unique landscape
and culture to sustain itself. Some initiatives like Ecosphere, a social enterprise set
up in Kaza, assist people to make their travels meaningful and beneficial to Spiti, by
developing mitigation and adaptation measures against impacts of climate change,
thereby enabling travellers to reduce their emissions. Ecosphere endeavours to make
its trips within the region carbon neutral and provides travellers with options to
offset the carbon emitted during their travells by investing in renewable energy
options such as passive solar houses, green houses, solar water heating systems and
cookers, wind energy alternatives and artificial glaciers. Some of these options can
enable travellers to even make their visits carbon positive.

Dili – Once considered a dangerous place, the United Nations has been painstakingly
rebuilding East Timor as well as providing security forces during the reconstruction. 
Following the invasion by Indonesia in 1975, East Timor became synonymous with
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refugees and barbed wire. Today, Dili is a modern city with miles of undeveloped
coast; the diving is excellent. The large number of Westerns living and working in
Dili during the reconstruction has effectively eliminated all hassle to tourists. Dili is
one of the few places in Southeast Asia where tourist walk unnoticed.

Kelimutu Volcanic Lakes in Moni, Indonesia – The Flores archipelago is a string of
islands on the southern edge of Indonesia.  While tourists are fighting over hotel
rooms in Kuta and Ubud, Flores remains lightly travelled. Highly volcanic, Flores
is a place to climb volcanoes, see coffee grown, and experience the “real” Indonesia.
The multicoloured lakes of Kelimutu often appear on postcards, but relatively few
foreign tourists visit the volcano.  Three lakes have formed in the top of an inactive
caldera; the views at sunrise are extraordinary.  Surrounded by rice paddies, the
pleasant village of Moni is the jumping off point for Kelimutu and is well worth
hanging around to enjoy daily life.

3. THREATENED TOURIST PLACES IN AFRICA

1) Pyramids of Egypt

There are 138 pyramids discovered in Egypt as of 200816 . Most were built as tombs for the
country’s Pharaohs and their consorts during the Old and Middle Kingdom periods.

The earliest known Egyptian pyramids are found at Saqqara, northwest of Memphis. The
earliest among these is the Pyramid of Djoser (constructed 2630 BCE–2611 BCE) which
was built during the third dynasty. This pyramid and its surrounding complex were designed
by the architect Imhotep, and are generally considered to be the world’s oldest monumental
structures constructed of dressed masonry.

The estimate of the number of workers to build the pyramids range from a few thousand,
twenty thousand, and up to 100,000. The most famous Egyptian pyramids are those found
at Giza, on the outskirts of Cairo. Several of the Giza pyramids are counted among the
largest structures ever built.

The Pyramid of Khufu at Giza is the largest Egyptian pyramid. It is the only one of the
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World still in existence.

More than 12.8 million tourists visited Egypt in 2008, providing revenues of nearly $11
billion. The sector employs about 12 per cent of Egypt’s workforce17 .

16
 Slackman, Michael (17 November 2008). “In the Shadow of a Long Past, Patiently Awaiting the Future”.
The New York Times. Retrieved 1 May 2010.

17
“Egypt tourism numbers to fall less than feared”, Reuters Africa, October 20, 2009
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In 2000, there were about 5.5 million foreign tourist arrivals, with over 3.8 million from
Europe, and receipts totaled more than $4.3 billion. In that year there were 113,611 rooms
in hotels and 227,222 beds with a 73 per cent occupancy rate. In 2002, the US government
estimated the average daily cost of staying in Cairo to be about $167, around the same as
other major cities in Egypt.

The celebrated tourist attractions of Egypt are the millennia-old monuments for which the
Nile Valley is world famous. Principal among them are the Pyramids and Great Sphinx at
Giza, the Abu Simbel temples south of Aswan and the Karnak Temple Complex and Valley
of the Kings near Luxor. Cairo also boasts the Cairo Museum and the Mosque of Muhammad
Ali Pasha and the coastal areas of Sinai Peninsula are very popular with visitors as well.

Terrorism has affected the industry in recent times. A total of 58 foreign tourists were killed
in the 1997 Luxor massacre. The tourist industry sunk even lower with the September 11
attacks in the eastern United States in 2001, the 2004 Sinai bombings, April 2005 terrorist
attacks in Cairo, the July 23, 2005 Sharm el-Sheikh attacks, and the 2006 Dahab bombings.

Historically, foreign tourists have been a common target of attacks dating back to the early
1990s. Militants have typically been motivated by a combination of Qutbism and opposition
to the Mubarak government, and attacking foreigners including non-Muslims while hurting
Egypt’s tourist trade was seen as serving both goals.

The 2011 Egyptian revolution has effected tourism negatively, as have attacks on women
by groups of men including British Journalist Natasha Smith and Lara Logan in Cairos
Tahrir Square.

In late 2010, Egypt’s tourism ministry decided to close the Sharm el-Sheikh beach following
shark attacks that left one German tourist dead and four people (three Russians and one
Ukrainian) seriously injured.

What is the solution?

The Giza pyramids represent one of the most important tourist attractions in the world. As
the only surviving example of the Seven Wonders of antiquity, million of people visit the
site every year. It has been recognised on the World Heritage List since 1979, under criteria
(i), (iii) and (vi), as part of the World Heritage Site Memphis and its Necropolis — the
Pyramid Fields from Giza to Dahshur. The presence of such a huge number of visitors and
a range of tourist pursuits alters the former perception of authenticity and creates persistent
management problems. The Egyptian authorities in general, are making efforts to restore
the site to a more pristine ambience.
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The Supreme Council of Antiquities’ (SCA)18  own and administer the site in the name of
the Egyptian government. Tourist police have a strong presence for security reasons. As a
consequence of Giza being inscribed on the World Heritage List, the Egyptian government
give it the highest protection level. The buffer zone is the desert itself and the whole precinct
is now fenced to protect the site from the rapid expansion of Cairo urban area which has
already reached the foot of the plateau on the eastern and northern sides.

Considering the age of the Giza monuments, they are well preserved. The SCA continually
monitor their state of conservation as a specific action of the management plan for a World
Heritage Site. A long spell of restoration work at the Sphinx has now been completed, with
excellent results. Excavations are under way in the area of the worker’s village and its
related cemetery.

The Giza necropolis forms part of the huge necropolis of Memphis, the capital of Egypt
during the Old Kingdom. The field extends from Abu Rowash, the site of the pyramid of
King Djedefre, eldest son of Khufu, to Meidum, where Khufu’s father Snefru built one of
his pyramids. Several dozen pyramids and their related monuments were built in the desert
plateaux overlooking the cultivated land on the west bank of the Nile Valley. The pyramids
of the third and fourth Dynasties are mute. However, the architecturally unimpressive
pyramids of the sixth and late fifth Dynasties contain, among the decorations in their burial
chambers, the astronomically related Pyramid Texts.

The site continues to provide an extremely productive focus for archaeological research.
New discoveries are often presented to the public and published in selective journals.
However, several questions, including the precise date of the monuments, remain a matter
of debate. Many issues relating to astronomy remain hotly debated. Heritage research on
site is mandatory as the Giza monuments and necropolis form part of an existing World
Heritage Site.

The main immediate threat to the site is the millions of visitors that it sustains every year.
Some protective measures have been taken: for example, the burial chambers of the kings
are closed on a rotating basis in order better to preserve them from the effects of excess
humidity. The largest potential threat to the site is the expansion of the metropolitan area of
Cairo, which now encloses the Giza Plateau on the eastern, northern and western sides.

18
SCA is now known as the Ministry of State for Antiquities, Egypt. It has a mandate to protect and promote
the cultural heritage of Egypt, both independently and in cooperation with national and international
organisations. To achieve its goals, it formulates and implements all policies concerned with antiquities;
issues guidelines and permits for the excavation, restoration, conservation, documentation and study of sites
and monuments; and manages a country-wide system of antiquities museums.
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The Giza pyramids are managed by the SCA in the context of the global management
plan for World Heritage Site no. 86. However, the interpretation of the site could be
improved.

2) Timbuktu, Mali

Timbuktu is located in the western African nation of Mali at the edge of the sahara. Timbuktu
was founded by the Tuareg Imashagan in the 11th century.

The historic town of Timbuktu is located at the precise point where the Niger flows northward
into the southern edge of the desert. As a result of its unique geographical position, Timbuktu
has been a natural meeting point of Songhai, Wangara, Fulani, Tuareg and Arabs. According
to the inhabitants of Timbuku, gold came from the south, the salt from the north and the
Divine knowledge, from Timbuktu. From the 11th century and onward, Timbuktu became
an important port where goods from West Africa and North Africa were traded.

In 1893, with the colonisation of West Africa by France, Timbuktu was brought under the
French rule until Mali received her independence in 1960. To this day, many manuscripts
originating from Timbuktu can be found in French museums and universities.

The three mosques and the sixteen mausoleums comprising the property are a cliché of the
former great city of Timbuktu that, in the 16th century, numbered 100,000 inhabitants. The
vestiges of urban fabric are essential for their context. However, as indicated at the time of
inscription of the property, rampant urbanisation which is rife in Timbuktu, as in Djenne, is
particularly threatening to the architecture, and the large public squares and markets.
Contemporary structures have made irretrievable breaches in the original parcelling and
obviously exceed the scale of the traditional buildings. This process is ongoing and most
recently a new very large institute was built on one of the public squares, compromising the
integrity of the Sankore Mosque. Urban development pressures, associated with the lack of
maintenance and flooding, resulting from the heavy rains, threaten the coherence and integrity
of the urban fabric and its relation to the property.

The three mosques are stable but the mausoleums require maintenance, as they are fragile
and vulnerable in the face of irreversible changes in the climate and urban fabric.

The drip-drip of security concerns around this iconic Saharan city reached a climax in
November 2009, when the Foreign and Commonwealth Office placed Timbuktu and most
of northern Mali on its ‘Don’t Go’ list. 

Citing a high risk of terrorism and kidnapping – and following the execution of a British
traveller by Al Qaeda in June – the advice also renewed the FCO’s warning against attending
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the Tuareg-led Festival of the Desert, held 60 km north of Timbuktu at Essakane, which
celebrated its tenth anniversary in January 2010.

What is the solution?

Fist and foremost, imporved security in Mali is of utmost importance. US has launched a
five-year Trans-Sahara Counter-Terrorism Partnership, and the British government has also
pledged support against militants moving freely within a vast and unpoliced territory.

For personal security of tourists it is advised that those who visit the area should seek
specialist insurance, and travel with an established operator with reliable local contacts.
For a safer alternative to Timbuktu, choose the riverside capital of Bamako.

Timbuktu tourist numbers had halved within a year (in 2009), and locals complain that it is
poverty, not terrorism, that is their real threat.

The site of Timbuktu has three fundamental management tools: a Revitalisation and
Safeguarding Plan of the Old Town (2005), and a Strategic Sanitary Plan (2005), that are
being implemented despite certain difficulties; and a Conservation and Management Plan
(2006-2010) is being implemented and which shall be reassessed shortly.

The management system of the property is globally appropriate as its legal protection is
jointly assured by the community of Timbuktu through management committees of the
mosques, the cultural Mission of Timbuktu and the Management and Conservation
Committee of the Old Town of Timbuktu. This mechanism is strengthened by two practical
functioning modalities, initiated in consultation with the World Heritage Center: the Town
Planning Regulation and the Conservation Manual. The specific long-term objectives are the
extension of the buffer zone by approximately 500 m to assure the protection of the inscribed
property ; the development of the historic square of Sankore to integrate corrective measures
proposed by the Committee at its 33rd session and by the reactive monitoring mission of
March 2010 ; the extension of the inscribed property to include the entire Timbuktu Medina ;
the development of an integrated conservation and sustainable and harmonious management
project for the site, in the wider framework of development of the urban commune and in
close cooperation with the elected members of the Territorial Communities of Timbuktu
and the development partners ; the active conservation of the mausoleums.

3) Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo

This 7,800-square-kilometer park, which is Africa’s oldest national park, is known for its
population of mountain gorillas, which number fewer than 800 in the world, and the diversity
of its many kinds of habitats, which include active volcanoes, mountains, icefields, savannas,
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swamps and steppes. The park’s wildlife and habitats have been damaged by the country’s
protracted civil war, which among other things forced the park’s rangers to flee and brought
in an influx of refugees who poached the park’s animals and cut down its forests. Poaching,
habitat destruction and the felling of trees for charcoal production continue to threaten the
park, and although the civil war is officially over, park rangers are still being ambushed by
militia fighters and poachers.

What is the solution?

A secure and stable governance along with improved internal security and stong anti-terror
policies seem to be the only solution as of now.

Some places that could benefit by more visitors and development of tourism:

♣ Zimbabwe

Thanks to the actions of President Mugabe, tourism in this once-roaring safari
destination has quietened to a whisper. But with improved political and economic
stability tourists are slowly coming back. Wildlife sightings remain excellent.
However, conservational efforts need funds that can be generated by tourism.

♣ Madagascar

A few years of political strife have had grim consequences for the endemic wildlife
of the African island, including the temporary closure of Marojejy National Park and
the poaching of endangered lemurs. Experts believe that both the cause and cure for
this resumption of killing lemurs for food was lack of tourism, that in turn promoted
poverty and stole the alternate means of livelihoods and procurement of money for
food for locals. Lack of tourists was the main cause; more tourists would be part of
the cure. Ecotourism puts money into the pockets of villagers living adjacent to the
reserves, and also provides an informal policing of the forest.

♣ Kenya

Again, this place has scared away tourists due to unstable political and internal
disturbances in the recent years. Tourism is said to be a double edged sword, and this
principle is very prominent in Kenya. More tourists will spoil the ecosystem of the
place but more tourists also mean an alternate source of livelihoods for the local
resulting in less ethnic clashes and disturbances.
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4. THREATENED TOURIST PLACES IN NORTH AMERICA

1) Grand Canyon National Park, USA

The Grand Canyon is a steep-sided canyon carved by the Colorado River in the United
States in the state of Arizona. It is contained within and managed by Grand Canyon National
Park, the Hualapai Tribal Nation and the Havasupai Tribe. It is considered one of the Seven
Natural Wonders of the World.

The Grand Canyon is 446 km long, up to 29 km wide and attains a depth of over 6,000 feet
(1,800 meters)19 . Nearly two billion years of the Earth’s geological history has been exposed
as the Colorado River and its tributaries cut their channels through layer after layer of rock
while the Colorado Plateau was uplifted.

For thousands of years, the area has been continuously inhabited by Native Americans who
built settlements within the canyon and its many caves. The Pueblo people considered the
Grand Canyon (“Ongtupqa” in Hopi language) a holy site and made pilgrimages to it.

The Park contains several major ecosystems. Its great biological diversity can be attributed
to the presence of five of the seven life zones and three of the four desert types in North
America. The five life zones represented are the Lower Sonoran, Upper Sonoran, Transition,
Canadian and Hudsonian. Grand Canyon National Park contains 129 vegetation communities,
and the composition and distribution of plant species is influenced by climate, geomorphology
and geology.

Grand Canyon National Park is one of the world’s premier natural attractions, attracting
about five million visitors per year. Aside from casual sightseeing from the South Rim
(averaging 7,000 feet [2,100 m] above sea level), rafting, hiking, running and helicopter
tours are especially popular. In October 2010 the North Rim was the host to an ultramarathon.

The floor of the valley is accessible by foot, muleback, or by boat or raft from upriver.
Hiking down to the river and back up to the rim in one day is discouraged by park officials
because of the distance, steep and rocky trails, change in elevation, and danger of heat
exhaustion from the much higher temperatures at the bottom. Rescues are required annually
of unsuccessful rim-to-river-to-rim travellers. Nevertheless, hundreds of fit and experienced
hikers complete the trip every year.

Camping on the North and South Rims is generally restricted to established campgrounds
and reservations are highly recommended, especially at the busier South Rim. There is at

19
Kiver, E.P.; Harris, D.V. (1999). Geology of US Parklands. Wiley. p. 902.
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large camping available along many parts of the North Rim managed by Kaibab National
Forest. North Rim campsites are only open seasonally due to road closures from weather
and winter snowpack. All overnight camping below the rim requires a backcountry permit
from the Backcountry Office (BCO). Each year Grand Canyon National Park receives
approximately 30,000 requests for backcountry permits. The park issues 13,000 permits,
and close to 40,000 people camp overnight.

Mining and not tourism is on of the major threats in the region. The wild and remote greater
Grand Canyon region is under threat though, from mining, road creation and other
development that would ruin one of America’s most spectacular landscapes. Efforts have
been underway to limit some of the threats in the Grand Canyon watershed.

Recently Interior Secretary issued a decision that would ban new mining claims for the next
20 years on lands near waterways that feed the Colorado River. Now a few and powerful
elected officials and mining corporations are pursuing legislation and litigation to reverse
the Administration’s efforts to protect the Grand Canyon. This could lead to industrialised
development of some of  the wildest lands and poisoning the drinking water of millions of
Americans downstream who rely on the health of the land for their own well-being.

What’s the solution?

Conservation Should Be A Regional Priority. The Grand Canyon issue has been mooted to
be viewed within the context of a broader landscape and network of waterways and wildlife
corridors. This includes remarkable places like the Grand Canyon-Parashant National
Monument, Vermilion Cliffs National Monument, House Rock Valley and the North Kaibab
National Forest that together, with the park and other public lands, are a critical part of the
larger Colorado Plateau.

These places all are connected by water, wildlife and the impacts of climate change. The
network of creeks, springs and other tributaries all flow into the Colorado River, which has
helped to shape and supply the Grand Canyon.

In addition, some of the last remaining old-growth ponderosa pine forests in the American
southwest are currently threatened by logging in the Kaibab National Forest, adjacent to the
park. There are also decisions to be made about the use of motorised vehicles on some of
the public lands. While industrial uses of our public lands can be appropriate in the right
places, the Greater Grand Canyon region is too precious and valuable for the type of harmful
development that is being proposed for the area. Efforts should be made to discourage the
same.
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2) Yellowstone National Park, USA

Yellowstone National Park is a national park located primarily in the U.S. state of Wyoming,
although it also extends into Montana and Idaho. Yellowstone, widely held to be the first
national park in the world, is known for its wildlife and its many geothermal features,
especially Old Faithful Geyser, one of the most popular features in the park. It has many
types of ecosystems, but the subalpine forest is dominant.

Native Americans have lived in the Yellowstone region for at least 11,000 years. The U.S.
Army was commissioned to oversee the park just after its establishment. In 1917,
administration of the park was transferred to the National Park Service, which had been
created the previous year. Hundreds of structures have been built and are protected for their
architectural and historical significance, and researchers have examined more than 1,000
archaeological sites.

Yellowstone National Park spans an area of 8,983 km2  comprising lakes, canyons, rivers
and mountain ranges. Yellowstone Lake is one of the largest high-altitude lakes in North
America and is centered over the Yellowstone Caldera, the largest supervolcano on the
continent. The caldera is considered an active volcano. It has erupted with tremendous
force several times in the last two million years. The park is the centerpiece of the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem, the largest remaining, nearly intact ecosystem in the Earth’s northern
temperate zone.

Hundreds of species of mammals, birds, fish and reptiles have been documented, including
several that are either endangered or threatened. The vast forests and grasslands also include
unique species of plants. Yellowstone Park is the largest and most famous megafauna location
in the Continental United States. Grizzly bears, wolves, and free-ranging herds of bison and
elk live in the park. Forest fires occur in the park each year; in the large forest fires of 1988,
nearly one third of the park was burnt.

Yellowstone has numerous recreational opportunities, including hiking, camping, boating,
fishing and sightseeing. Paved roads provide close access to the major geothermal areas as
well as some of the lakes and waterfalls. During the winter, visitors often access the park by
way of guided tours that use either snow coaches or snowmobile.

Yellowstone is one of the most popular national parks in the United States. Since the mid-
1960s, at least 2 million tourists have visited the park almost every year. In 2010, a record
number of visitors came to the park in July: 975,000. July is the busiest month for Yellowstone
National Park. At peak summer levels, 3,700 employees work for Yellowstone National
Park concessionaires. Concessionaires manage nine hotels and lodges, with a total of 2,238
hotel rooms and cabins available. They also oversee gas stations, stores and most of the
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campgrounds. Another 800 employees work either permanently or seasonally for the National
Park Service.

The National Park Service maintains 9 visitor centers and museums and is responsible for
maintenance of historical structures and many of the other 2,000 buildings. These structures
include National Historical Landmarks such as the Old Faithful Inn built from 1903 to 1904
and the entire Fort Yellowstone — Mammoth Hot Springs Historic District. An historical
and educational tour is available at Fort Yellowstone which details the history of the National
Park Service and the development of the park. Campfire programmes, guided walks and
other interpretive presentations are available at numerous locations in the summer, and on a
limited basis during other seasons.

Camping is available at a dozen campgrounds with more than 2,000 campsites. Camping is
also available in surrounding National Forests, as well as in Grand Teton National Park to
the south. Backcountry campsites are accessible only by foot or by horseback and require a
permit. There are 1,800 km of hiking trails available.

However, Yellowstone suffers from overexposure to tourist population. Disappearing glaciers,
decreasing air quality and foundation species pushed to the brink of survival are just a few
problems it faces. Human are also proving to be carriers of tiny invasive insect and fungi
species.

What is the solution?

The entire park is within the jurisdiction of the United States District Court for the District
of Wyoming, making it the only federal court district that includes portions of more than
one state (Idaho, Montana and Wyoming).

3) Tulum, Mexico

When Cancún was built in the 1970s, Mexico’s coral-fringed Caribbean coast was home to
little more than Maya fishing villages and manatees. Since then tourist conurbations, theme
parks and holiday homes have spread ever further south, and local Maya have been
disenfranchised: their language is not taught in schools. 

Development has now arrived in Tulum – the last remaining and most important Maya
community, surrounded by some of the wildest beaches in the Caribbean and on the edge of
the Unesco World Heritage Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve. 

What is the solution?

Plans to build an international airport and large-scale resorts in Tulum mean the area will
change forever, but it is still possible to visit the region with minimal impact. Small bungalow
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resorts dot the beaches around Tulum at present — stay here rather than the larger hotels. A
handful practise genuine ecotourism: the Centro Ecologico Sian Ka’an (www.cesiak.org)
and  Las Ranitas (www.lasranitas.com) are two of the best.

Visit the Yucatec Maya-managed ProNatura Otoch Ma’ax Yetel Kooh spider monkey reserve
(18 km from the ruins at Coba) or other patches of Riviera Maya wilderness with sustainable
operators such as the Amigos de Sian Ka’an (www. amigosdesiankaan.org) or Eco Colors
(www.ecotravelmexico.com). Do respect the indigenous culture: visitors should keep away
from Tulum’s church (which serves as a Maya temple) unless invited.

4) Everglades National Park, Florida, USA

Eerglades National Park is a national park in the U.S. state of Florida that protects the
southern 20 per cent of the original Everglades. In the United States, it is the largest
subtropical wilderness, the largest wilderness of any kind east of the Mississippi River, and
is visited on average by one million people each year. It is the third-largest national park in
the lower 48 states after Death Valley and Yellowstone. It has been declared an International
Biosphere Reserve, a World Heritage Site, and a Wetland of International Importance, one
of only three locations in the world to appear on all three lists.

Although most U.S. national parks preserve unique geographic features, Everglades National
Park was the first created to protect a fragile ecosystem. The Everglades are a network of
wetlands and forests fed by a river flowing 0.40 km per day out of Lake Okeechobee,
southwest into Florida Bay. The Park is the most significant breeding ground for tropical
wading birds in North America, contains the largest mangrove ecosystem in the western
hemisphere, is home to 36 threatened or protected species including the Florida panther,
the American crocodile, and the West Indian manatee, and supports 350 species of birds,
300 species of fresh and saltwater fish, 40 species of mammals, and 50 species of reptiles.
The majority of South Florida’s fresh water, which is stored in the Biscayne Aquifer, is
recharged in the park.

Humans have lived for thousands of years in or around the Everglades, until plans arose in
1882 to drain the wetlands and develop the recovered land for agricultural and residential
use. As the 20th century progressed, water flow from Lake Okeechobee was increasingly
controlled and diverted to enable explosive growth of the South Florida metropolitan area.
The park was established in 1934 to protect the quickly vanishing Everglades, and dedicated
in 1947 as massive canal building projects were initiated across South Florida. The
ecosystems in Everglades National Park have suffered significantly from human activity,
and restoration of the Everglades is a politically charged issue in South Florida.
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What is the solution?

This subtropical wetland at the southern tip of Florida is beloved for its impressive mangrove
forests and diverse plant and animal life. The park has been damaged by residential
development and poorly regulated tourism.

Florida still attracts nearly a thousand new residents every day, and building residential,
commercial and industrial zones near Everglades National Park stresses the water balance
and ecosystems within the park. On the park’s western border, Ft. Myers, Naples and Cape
Coral are growing, but no system of levees exists to mark that border. National Geographic
rated both Everglades National Park and Big Cypress National Preserve the lowest-scoring
parks in North America, at 32 out of 100. Their scoring system rated 55 parks in terms of
sustainable tourism, destination quality, and park management. The experts who compiled
the results justified the score by stating: “Encroachment by housing and retail development
has thrown the precious ecosystem into a tailspin, and if humankind does not back off, there
will be nothing left of one of this country’s most amazing treasures”. Strong sustainable
tourism and housing policies are the only solution available.

5) Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System

The coastal area of Belize is an outstanding natural system consisting of the largest barrier
reef in the northern hemisphere, offshore atolls, several hundred sand cays, mangrove forests,
coastal lagoons and estuaries. The system’s seven sites illustrate the evolutionary history of
reef development and are a significant habitat for threatened species.

The reef extends from the border with Mexico to the north, to near the Guatemalan border
to the south. The Belize submarine shelf and its barrier reef, represent the world second
largest reef system and the largest reef complex in the Atlantic-Caribbean area. Outside the
barrier, there are three large atolls: Turneffe Islands, Lighthouse Reef and Glover’s Reef.

Between the mainland and the barrier reef is an extensive offshore lagoon which increases
in width and depth from north to south. In the north, water depth averages 2-3 m over a flat,
featureless bottom 20-25 km wide. South of Belize City, the shelf gradually deepens forming
a channel between the mainland and the outer platform, reaching a depth of 65 m in the
Gulf of Honduras.

The approximately 450 sand and mangrove cays confined within the barrier and atolls
range in size from small, ephemeral sand spits to larger, permanent islands capable of
sustaining human settlements.

A total of 178 terrestrial plants and 247 taxa of marine flora has been described from the
area. There are over 500 species of fish, 65 scleritian corals, 45 hydroids and 350 molluscs
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in the area, plus a great diversity of sponges, marine worms and crustaceans. The area
harbours a number of species of conservation concern, including West Indian manatee,
green turtle, hawksbill turtle, loggerhead turtle and American crocodile. The West Indian
manatee population (300-700 individuals) is probably the largest in the world. Several bird
species of conservation concern are found in the cayes and atolls. Major seabird and waterbird
colonies include those of the red-footed booby (3,000-4,000 individuals) on Half-Moon
Caye, brown booby on Man O’War Caye, and common noddy on Glover’s Reef. Other
noteworthy breeding birds are the brown pelican and the magnificent frigate bird. The Belize
coral reef ecosystem is distinctive in the Western Hemisphere on account of its size, its
array of reef types and the luxuriance of corals thriving in such pristine conditions. There
are several unusual geophysical features including the nearby contiguous shelf edge barrier
reef, the complex maze of patch reefs and faros in a relatively deep shelf lagoon, the unusual
of reef types in a small area, the presence of atolls, and the large offshore mangrove cays.

Shell middens at Mayan sites along the coast and on the cayes provide evidence that the
reefs were used for fishing some 2500 years ago. Between 300 BC and AD 900, the coastal
waters were probably used extensively for fishing by the Mayans, and trading posts,
ceremonial centers and burial grounds were established on the cayes. With the decline of
the Maya civilisation, the reef’s resources probably went largely unused for a number of
centuries, although early Spanish explorers used the cayes to repair their boats and collect
fresh water. By the early 17th century, the coastal water of Belize had however become a
heaven for pirates and buccaneers, largely from Britain, who looted Spanish and British
trading ships and survived on the abundant marine resources available. Subsequently, many
of the pirates, as well as Puritan traders from the Mosquito Coast of Nicaragua, settled in
the cayes, becoming fishermen and plantation owners. Since then, there have been a number
of waves of immigration into the coastal area, including the Garifuna people, immigrants
from Mexico, and most recently North Americans and other foreigners who have been
lured by the beauty of the reef and its surroundings and have taken up residence in the
cayes.

Tens of thousands of visitors a year flock to the coastal area that includes a barrier reef that
is the largest in the northern hemisphere and the second largest in the world. The area also
features mangrove forests, sand cays, coastal lagoons and coral islands. The reef system,
which extends almost 300 kilometers from the Belize-Mexico border south to close to the
Guatemalan border and has been divided into seven marine reserves and national parks, is
home to an impressive array of plant and marine life, including threatened species of marine
turtle, manatee and the American crocodile. The influx of tourists and the associated hotels,
tour operators and recreation industry have put great pressure on the reef system, as has
over-fishing, pollution and climate change.
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What is the solution?

Like an other reef system, it is hard to distinguish whether the reason for coral bleaching is
human activities or natural reasons such as storms or bacterial fluctuations. But in the case
of the Belize Barrier Reef, many factors which make the distinction difficult do not apply.
Human population in this area is much more sparse than the corresponding areas near other
coral reefs, so the human activity and pollution are much lower compared to other coral
reefs and the Belize reef system is in a much more enclosed area.

When coral bleaching occurs, a large part of the coral dies, and the remaining part of the
ecosystem begins the process of repairing the damage. But the chances of recovery is low,
as corals that are bleached become much more vulnerable to disease. Disease often kills
more corals than the bleaching event itself. With continuous bleaching, the coral reef will
have little to no chance of recovery.

In 1996 the Reserve System was designated a World Heritage Site due to its vulnerability
and the fact that it contains the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ

conservation of biological diversity (according to criteria VII, IX, and X).

Despite these protective measures, the reef is under threat from oceanic pollution as well as
uncontrolled tourism, shipping and fishing. The Belize Barrier Reef has been affected by
two mass-bleaching events. The first mass bleaching occurred in 1995, with an estimated
mortality of 10 per cent of coral colonies, according to a report by the Coastal Zone
Management Institute in Belize. A second mass-bleaching event occurred, when Hurricane
Mitch struck in 1998. Biologists observed a 48 per cent reduction in live coral cover across
the Belize reef system.

6) Churchill, Canada

Melting tundra ice and the plight of the polar bear helped transform a tiny Canadian town
on Hudson Bay called Churchill into the ‘polar bear capital of the world’. The town of
Churchill is nestled on the western shore of Hudson Bay about 600 miles north of Winnipeg. 
Every autumn polar bears gather along the water’s edge, anxiously waiting for the sea ice to
form. Once the bay freezes over, the hungry bears move out onto the ice where they will
spend the winter hunting seal.

Here tour operators lead trips to see the 900 polar bears in the area in October and November,
when they hunt for seals on the frozen bay waters. Almost 10,000 people visit Churchill
each year, according to Polar Bears International, arriving via tundra buggies or helicopter.
As the weather grows cooler, polar bears move towards the coast expecting the sea ice to
return to the bay. But as the ice retreats, the bears now spend more time on shore, away from
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their prime food source20 . Meaning, each year more and more polar bears are starving to
death.

What is the solution?

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has confirmed that human-induced climate
change is a reality. It can no longer be dismissed as a theory. In the Arctic, climate change
impacts are being seen earlier and more dramatically than elsewhere in the world.

In the southern range of polar bears, for example in the Hudson and James Bays of Canada,
sea ice is now melting earlier in the spring and forming later in the autumn. The time bears
have on the ice is shorter making it more difficult for them to store the energy they need to
survive the summer.

As the periods without food become longer, the overall body condition of these polar bears
declines. This is particularly serious for bears that are pregnant or have cubs, and for the
cubs themselves. In Hudson Bay, scientists have found the main cause of death for cubs to
be either lack of food or lack of fat on nursing mothers.

The international Agreement on the Conservation of Polar Bears allows for the taking of
polar bears for use by local people using traditional methods and exercising traditional
rights. Many agencies , includinf WWF support the right of indigenous peoples to continue
to sustainably harvest local animals as it is an essential part of their traditional livelihood.

Today, legal hunting of polar bears by non-native sport hunters is only found in Canada.
Such non-traditional hunting is a serious threat. The community itself decides what proportion
of the quota it has been issued for subsistence hunting will be used for outside sport hunters.

In the areas that lack regular monitoring of populations and harvest levels, such as Russia
and Greenland, little information is available on current hunting practices. Since it is not
known whether killing polar bears is balanced against the sustainable yield of a known
population size in such areas, there is reason for concern regarding the sustainability of
these practices.

5. THREATENED TOURIST PLACES IN SOUTH AMERICA

1) Machu Picchu, Peru

One of the most important archeological and cultural sites in Latin America, these ruins of
an ancient city of the Inca empire sit 2,430 meters above sea level in a tropical mountain
forest in the Peruvian Andes. The much-visited UNESCO world heritage site has been

20
WWF Canada.



GLOBAL TOURISM DESTINATIONS

-102-

flagged as being under threat from urban development, tourism and neglect. Palaces, temples
and homes and holds a 2,430 m altitude in the Andes are reserved by the “Lost City of the
Incas”. It was created as a sacred mountain residence of the great Inca ruler of Pachakuti
century before his empire was to fall. After withstanding earthquakes and wars, the city is
now threatened by 2,500 tourists who trample over the area every day.

While strict limits have been placed on trekkers taking the Inca Trail to Peru’s star attraction,
Machu Picchu itself continues to suffer from its popularity. It has withstood war and
earthquakes, but wasn’t designed to be trampled by 2,500 tourists each day. 

A bridge installed at Santa Teresa in 2007 means there’s now another route to the citadel,
which brings the minibuses even closer. The damage and litter brought by such large numbers
has led the World Monument Fund to add Machu Picchu to its endangered 2010 Watch list.

What is the solution?

Use of a responsible tour operator network is required. Only few licesenced operators must
be allowed to conduct expeditions in the site.

2) Galápagos Islands, Ecuador

The site of some of Charles Darwin’s most pivotal discoveries of evolution, this archipelago
of volcanic islands in the Pacific Ocean off the coast of Ecuador is known for its rich
biodiversity. Hundreds of species of plant and animal life found on the islands do not exist
anywhere else, but these are under threat from the more than 150,000 visitors a year who
come to the islands as well as from invasive species that have been introduced to the islands
over the years.

What is the solution?

Some efforts have already been taken. Unfortunately, damage is happening at a faster pace
than the well intended conservational efforts. Though the first protective legislation for the
Galápagos was enacted in 1930 and supplemented in 1936, it was not until the late 1950s
that positive action was taken to control what was happening to the native flora and fauna.
In 1955, the International Union for the Conservation of Nature organised a fact-finding
mission to the Galápagos. Two years later, in 1957, UNESCO, in cooperation with the
government of Ecuador, sent another expedition to study the conservation situation and
choose a site for a research station.

In 1959, the centenary year of Charles Darwin’s publication of The Origin of Species, the
Ecuadorian government declared 97.5 per cent of the archipelago’s land area a national
park, excepting areas already colonised. The Charles Darwin Foundation (CDF) was founded
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the same year. The core responsibility of CDF, an international nongovernmental organisation
(NGO) constituted in Belgium, is to conduct research and provide the research findings to
the government for effective management of Galápagos. CDF’s research efforts began with
the establishment of the Charles Darwin Research Station on Santa Cruz Island in 1964.
During the early years, conservation programmes, such as eradication of introduced species
and protection of native species, were carried out by research station personnel. Now much
of that work is accomplished by the Galápagos National Park Service using the research
findings and methodologies developed by CDF.

In 1986, the 70,000 square kilometers of ocean surrounding the islands was declared a
marine reserve, second in size only to Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. In 1990, the archipelago
became a whale sanctuary. UNESCO recognised the islands in 1978 as a World Heritage
Site and in 1985, as a biosphere reserve. This was later extended in December 2001 to
include the marine reserve. In July 2010, the World Heritage Committee agreed to remove
the Galápagos Islands from its list of precious sites endangered by environmental threats or
overuse.

6. THREATENED TOURIST PLACES IN EUROPE

1) Stonehenge, UK

One of the most famous historical monuments, which occur and is associated with the
names of the legends of Merlin and Arthur, detaches itself from the disastrous surrounding
environment along the noisy highway. To this must be added the desire of tourists (more
than 1 million a year) to allocate a piece of the monument for themselves.

The globally renowned monument at the heart of the most significant prehistoric environment
in the British Isles is brutally divorced from its context. Nearly a million visitors a year pay
an entrance fee to traipse through a concrete underpass from a car park to a remote viewing
area near the noisy junction of the A303 and A344.

A Commons Select Committee has described the situation as a ‘national disgrace’.“Seeing
Stonehenge without its surrounding landscape, which encompasses the ceremonial sacred
Avenue and numerous long barrows, is like entering a cathedral and looking only at the
altar,” suggests Annabel Lawson, director of archaeology tour company Andante Travels.

What is the solution? 

The obvious remedy is a tunnel taking the A303 underground, which has been put forward.
This would leave the stones in glorious open country, and would allow the site to embrace
the Avenue, long barrows and other features. Instead, the government seems hell-bent on
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ignoring this solution in favour of a new ‘visitor center’ 2 km away, with the uncalmed
traffic still thundering by.

2) Athens, Greece

As one of the oldest cities in the world with an incredible array of architectural monuments,
Athens has a lot to offer history and art buffs. Unfortunately, the temperature rise may be
happening in the Mediterranean faster than anywhere else, diminishing Athens’ appeal to
visitors. “Athens will become decidedly uncomfortable” by 2020, with summer temperatures
soaring above 104°F (40 °C) and smog a concern, according to the Center for Future Studies.
In June 2008, a weather station in Athens measured the highest temperature ever recorded
there, nearly 113°F. Overall, temperatures for the summer months were about 5 degrees
warmer than average, reports The Christian Science Monitor.

What is the solution?

Problem in Athens is purely that of overcrowding coupled with global warming. Political
and economic instability in Greece due to global recession that happened a few years ago
has also caused a major blow on the tourism industry. Only strategic legislations and internal
security will help Athens’ ailing tourism scene.

3) The Alps, Europe

Forming a massive arc from Nice to Vienna, the Alps are also one of the largest and highest
mountain ranges in the world. Dynamic natural processes continuously reshape the landscape
and are the driving force for biological diversity.

Towering over Europe, the Alps represent one of the continent’s last wild spaces. Despite
centuries of human settlement and activity, pristine wilderness can still be found throughout
the region. 

Spruce, fir and pine trees dominate large portions of montane forest. Deciduous tree species,
like oak and beech, continue to cover large areas. Wild flowers blanket many alpine meadows.
Red deer, ibex, chamoix, marmots and other species can be found climbing high up in the
mountains. And large carnivores – wolf, bear and lynx – are slowly returning after almost
being totally wiped out from hunting.

Even the mightiest alpine peaks are not safe from the effects of urbanisation and climate
change. A 2007 report published by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) indicates the years 1994, 2002, and 2003 were the warmest on record
in the Alps in the past 500 years. Among the most vulnerable areas: low-altitude ski-resorts,
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notably in the Eastern Alps, such as Kitzbühel in Austria. There are now 609 naturally
“snow-reliable” Alpine resorts in Europe, according to the OECD. But with just 1°C (1.8°F)
rise in temperature, that would drop to 500 resorts with good snow and to 404 with a 2°C
(3.6°F) rise.

What is the solution?

Effective conservation of the Alps at the ecoregional level will require strong collaboration
between all Alpine countries. International cooperation across the Alps is key to saving
Alpine nature. The legal framework provided by the Alpine Convention and the creation of
the Natura 2000 network have set the stage for pan-Alpine conservation action.

The Global 200 Initiative of WWF recognises the Alps as one of the most important
ecoregions for conserving a major proportion of the global biodiversity for future generations.

WWF works for the protection of the Alps at the national level – through its national offices
and at the international level – through the European Alpine Programme.

Now, four WWF national alpine organisations (WWF Austria, WWF France, WWF Italy,
and WWF Switzerland) are working together under the coordination of the European Alpine
Programme (EALP) to implement a comprehensive and transboundary conservation strategy
in the Alps.

By adopting the ecoregional approach, the WWF offices shift towards integrated, large-
scale and long-term conservation, supporting the objectives of the Alpine Convention and
the Convention on Biological Diversity.

4) Mediterranean Beach destinations

The Mediterranean Sea is a sea connected to the Atlantic Ocean surrounded by the
Mediterranean region and almost completely enclosed by land: on the north by Europe and
Anatolia, on the south by North Africa, and on the east by the Levant. The sea is sometimes
considered a part of the Atlantic Ocean, although it is often identified as a completely
separate body of water.

Mediterranean covers an approximate area of 2.5 million km² , but its connection to the
Atlantic (the Strait of Gibraltar) is only 14 km wide. In oceanography, it is sometimes called
the Eurafrican Mediterranean Sea or the European Mediterranean Sea to distinguish it from
mediterranean seas elsewhere. The Mediterranean Sea has an average depth of 1,500 m
(4,900 ft) and the deepest recorded point is 5,267 m (17,280 ft) in the Calypso Deep in the
Ionian Sea.
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Of the 220 million tourists who visit Mediterranean every year, over 100 million tourists
flock to the Mediterranean beaches. Mass tourism has led to degraded landscapes, soil
erosion, increased waste discharges into the sea, loss of natural habitats, higher pressure on
endangered species and heightened vulnerability to forest fires. It puts a strain on water
resources and often leads to cultural disruption. Mediterranean coastal areas, which account
for 30 per cent of international tourist destinations, are already seriously damaged.

The land-locked waters of the Mediterranean have a very low renewal rate (80 to 90 years)
and so are extremely sensitive to pollution. The Mediterranean represents less than 1 per
cent of the earth’s total marine surface, but oil tanker traffic through this sea accounts for
more than 20 per cent of  global traffic. Every year 635,000 tonnes of crude oil are spilled
by vessels in the Mediterranean Sea.

This is 15 times the amount of the Prestige spill off the coast of Spain. Eighty  per cent of
the urban sewage produced is discharged untreated21 . Added to that are agricultural runoffs
containing pesticides, nitrates and phosphates which contaminate the sea. Around 1.5 million
tons of fish are caught in the Mediterranean each year. Destructive and often illegal fishing
methods, including bottom trawlers, dynamite, long lines and drift nets have depleted fish
stocks. Use of drift nets are also responsible for the accidental deaths and incidental catches
of whales, dolphins and marine turtles. Depleted fish stocks are also reflected in the
undersized catch. Eighty three per cent of all blue-fin tuna and swordfish caught in the
Mediterranean are undersized.

The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 created the first salt-water passage between the
Mediterranean and Red Sea. The Red Sea is higher than the Eastern Mediterranean, so the
canal serves as a tidal strait that pours Red Sea water into the Mediterranean. The Bitter
Lakes, which are hyper-saline natural lakes that form part of the canal, blocked the migration
of Red Sea species into the Mediterranean for many decades, but as the salinity of the lakes
gradually equalised with that of the Red Sea, the barrier to migration was removed, and
plants and animals from the Red Sea have begun to colonise the Eastern Mediterranean.
The Red Sea is generally saltier and more nutrient-poor than the Atlantic, so the Red Sea
species have advantages over Atlantic species in the salty and nutrient-poor Eastern
Mediterranean. Accordingly, Red Sea species invade the Mediterranean biota, and not vice
versa; this phenomenon is known as the Lessepsian migration.

Invasive species have become a major component of the Mediterranean ecosystem and
have serious impacts on the Mediterranean ecology, endangering many local and endemic
Mediterranean species. A first look at some groups of exotic species show that more than
70 per cent of the non-indigenous decapods and about 63 per cent of the exotic fishes

21
WWF Global Website.
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occurring in the Mediterranean are of Indo Pacific origin, introduced into the Mediterranean
through the Suez Canal. This makes the Canal as the first pathway of arrival of “alien”
species into the Mediterranean. The impacts of some lessepsian species have proven to be
considerable mainly in the Levantine basin of the Mediterranean, where they are replacing
native species and becoming a “familiar sight”.

The Suez Canal, being an artificial (man made) canal, is a human agency. Lessepsian migrants
are therefore “introduced” species (indirect and unintentional). They represent a threat to
the native Mediterranean biodiversity, because they are non-indigenous to this sea. In recent
years, the Egyptian government’s announcement of its intentions to deepen and widen the
canal have raised concerns from marine biologists, fearing that such an act will only worsen
the invasion of Red Sea species into the Mediterranean, facilitating the crossing of the
canal for yet additional species.

What is the solution?

Mediterranean sea is trans-national and trans-continental region. Tourism is one of the most
important sources of income for many Mediterranean countries. It also supports small
communities in coastal areas and islands by providing alternative sources of income far
from urban centers. However, tourism has also played major role in the degradation of the
coastal and marine environment. Rapid development has been encouraged by Mediterranean
governments to support the large numbers of tourists visiting the region each year. But this
has caused serious disturbance to marine habitats such as erosion and pollution in many
places along the Mediterranean coasts.

Tourism often concentrates in areas of high natural wealth, causing a serious threat to the
habitats of endangered Mediterranean species such as sea turtles and monk seals. Reductions
in natural wealth may reduce incentives for tourists to visit. It is strongly recommended to
not discourage tourism but help it develop in a more sustainable way. This could be done
through a multinational forum constituted of Mediterranean countries.

5) Venice water lagoons, Italy

Venice is a small Italian city interconnected by water lagoons. This city in northeast Italy
sited on a group of 118 small islands separated by canals and linked by bridges. Venice is
renowned for the beauty of its setting, its architecture and its artworks. The city in its
entirety is listed as a World Heritage Site, along with its lagoon.

Venice is built on an archipelago of 117 islands formed by 177 canals in a shallow lagoon,
connected by 409 bridges. In the old center, the canals serve the function of roads, and
almost every form of transport is on water or on foot. Beyond the road/rail land entrances at



GLOBAL TOURISM DESTINATIONS

-108-

the northern edge of the city, transportation within the city remains (as it was in centuries
past) entirely on water or on foot. Venice is Europe’s largest urban car-free area. Venice is
unique in Europe, in having remained a sizable functioning city in the twenty-first century
entirely without motorcars or trucks.

The classical Venetian boat is the gondola, although it is now mostly used for tourists, or for
weddings, funerals, or other ceremonies, or as ‘traghetti’ to cross the Canale Grande in the
absence of a nearby bridge.

The city is often threatened by flood tides pushing in from the Adriatic between autumn and
early spring. Six hundred years ago, Venetians protected themselves from land-based attacks
by diverting all the major rivers flowing into the lagoon and thus preventing sediment from
filling the area around the city. This created an ever-deeper lagoon environment.

Buildings of Venice are constructed on closely spaced wooden piles. Most of these piles are
still intact after centuries of submersion. The foundations rest on the piles, and buildings of
brick or stone sit above these footings. The piles penetrate a softer layer of sand and mud
until they reach a much harder layer of compressed clay.

Submerged by water, in oxygen-poor conditions, wood does not decay as rapidly as on the
surface. It is petrified as a result of the constant flow of mineral-rich water around and
through it, so that it becomes a stone-like structure.

Most of these piles were made from trunks of alder trees, a wood noted for its water resistance.
The alder came from the westernmost part of today’s Slovenia (resulting in the barren land
of the Kras region), in two regions of Croatia, Lika and Gorski kotar (resulting in the barren
slopes of Velebit) and south of Montenegro.

Venice is believed to be living on borrowed time, it is a city that should not exist — a
whimsical maze of heavy marble palazzi and churches built upon ancient wooden piling
sunk into a salt marsh. It is a wonder that Venice survived to the present day to face a threat
that may finally end the life of this faded beauty: rising sea levels due to global climate
change.

Some recent studies have suggested that the city is no longer sinking, but this is not yet
certain; therefore, a state of alert has not been revoked. In May 2003 the Italian Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi inaugurated the MOSE project (Modulo Sperimentale
Elettromeccanico), an experimental model for evaluating the performance of hollow floatable
gates; the idea is to fix a series of 78 hollow pontoons to the sea bed across the three
entrances to the lagoon. When tides are predicted to rise above 110 centimeters, the pontoons
will be filled with air, causing them to float and block the incoming water from the Adriatic
Sea. This engineering work is due to be completed by 2014.
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What is the solution?

Tourism has been a major sector of Venetian industry since the 18th century, when it was a
major center for the Grand Tour, with its beautiful cityscape, uniqueness, and rich musical
and artistic cultural heritage. In the 19th century, it became a fashionable center for the rich
and famous, often staying or dining at luxury establishments such as the Danieli Hotel and
the Caffè Florian. It continued being a fashionable city in vogue right into the early 20th

century. In the 1980s, the Carnival of Venice was revived and the city has become a major
center of international conferences and festivals, such as the prestigious Venice Biennale
and the Venice Film Festival, which attract visitors from all over the world for their theatrical,
cultural, cinematic, artistic and musical productions.

Today, there are numerous attractions in Venice, such as St Mark’s Basilica, the Grand
Canal, and the Piazza San Marco. The Lido di Venezia is also a popular international luxury
destination, attracting thousands of actors, critics, celebrities and mainly people in the
cinematic industry. The city also relies heavily on the cruise business.

However, Venice’s popularity as a major worldwide tourist destination has caused several
problems, including the fact that the city can be very overcrowded at some points of the
year. It is regarded by some as a tourist trap, and by others as a ‘living museum’. Unlike
most other places in Western Europe, and the world, Venice has become widely known for
its element of elegant decay. The competition for foreigners to buy homes in Venice has
made prices rise so highly that numerous inhabitants are forced to move to more affordable
areas of Veneto and Italy, the most notable being Mestre.

The MOSE Project is not without controversy as both environmental and budgetary concerns
have been raised and have delayed the final completion of the project. Today the project has
a budget of about 3 billion euros but is less than half complete after years of delays.
Environmental groups have voiced their concern about the overall health of the Venice
lagoon in the wake of having the tidal ecosystem closed off from the sea for long periods of
time. Venice relies on the tides to flush out its canals, severe acqua alta events could seriously
damage the health of the local marshlands — essential as a fish hatchery as well home for
the game and waterfowl that are traditional parts of the Venetian diet.

Besides the MOSE Project, canal restoration, installation of more modern sewage systems
and enforcement of boat traffic laws are all in their own way helping Venice to survive into
the modern era. However the threats to her survival are still there and others, like increased
rainfall from global climate change are rearing their ugly heads. However this is nothing
new for Venice, the city and its people have always lived on borrowed time better than
anybody else.
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7. THREATENED TOURIST PLACES IN AUSTRALIA

1) The Great Bareer Reef, Australia

The Great Barrier Reef is the world’s largest coral reef system composed of over 2,900
individual reefs and 900 islands stretching for over 2,600 kilometers over an area of
approximately 344,400 square kilometers (133,000 sq mi). The reef is located in the Coral
Sea, off the coast of Queensland, Australia. This reef structure is composed of and built by
billions of tiny organisms, known as coral polyps. It is home to hundreds of species of
marine life, including many types of hard and soft coral and six of the world’s seven threatened
species of marine turtle.

It was selected as a World Heritage Site in 1981. CNN labelled it one of the seven natural
wonders of the world. The Queensland National Trust named it a state icon of Queensland.

A large part of the reef is protected by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, which helps to
limit the impact of human use, such as fishing and tourism. Other environmental pressures
on the reef and its ecosystem include runoff, climate change accompanied by mass coral
bleaching, and cyclic population outbreaks of the crown-of-thorns starfish. According to a
study published in October 2012 by the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
the reef has lost more than half its coral cover since 1985.

The Great Barrier Reef has long been known to and used by the Aboriginal Australian and
Torres Strait Islander peoples, and is an important part of local groups’ cultures and
spirituality. The reef is a very popular destination for tourists, especially in the Whitsunday
Islands and Cairns regions. Tourism is an important economic activity for the region,
generating $1 billion per year. The reef faces threats from fishing, pollution – especially
from the pesticides, fertilisers, sediment and other agricultural and mining run-off that washes
up on the reef via the river systems that drain into the ocean – rising sea temperatures,
which are exacerbating the bleaching of coral, and the shale oil industry. Tourist activities
such as snorkeling and diving are not considered as big a threat to the reef as the other
activities.

2) Bay of Fires, Tasmania

Bay of Fires, Tasmania, Australia

It was meant to be Australian continent’s best-kept secret. Now this 30 km stretch of beach
paradise is at the heart of a heated dispute. After Lonely Planet placed the Bay of Fires on
its ‘best spots for 2009’ list, state premier David Bartlett announced his plan to turn the area
into a national park. But local Aborigines claim the strip, which is dotted with burial sites
and middens, as their own.
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Tasmania is an island state, part of the Commonwealth of Australia, located 240 kilometers
(150 mi) to the south of the Australian continent, separated by the Bass Strait. The state
includes the island of Tasmania, the 26th largest island in the world, and the surrounding
334 islands.

What is the solution?

The northern half of the Bay of Fires, Mount Williams, is already a national park. Binalong
Bay is embroiled in a controversy over governance rights.

Tasmania is promoted as the natural state, the “Island of Inspiration”, and A World Apart,
Not A World Away owing to its large and relatively unspoiled natural environment. Almost
37 per cent of Tasmania lies in reserves, national parks and World Heritage Sites. Tasmania’s
picturesque Bay of Fires has joined Britain’s iconic Stonehenge monuments on a list of the
world’s most threatened tourist sites.

Independent travel magazine Wanderlust included the sites in its second annual Threatened
Wonders list of eight places around the world. The magazine said the Bay of Fires, famous
for its white sand and crystal blue waters, was in danger of being overrun by tourists. It also
noted the controversy surrounding Tasmanian government’s plans to turn the area into a
national park, despite the area being dotted with Aboriginal burial sites.

The Bay of Fires in Tasmania was meant to be Australian continents’s best-kept secret.
Now this 30 km stretch of beach paradise is at the heart of a heated dispute. After Lonely
Planet placed the Bay of Fires on its ‘best spots for 2009’ list, state premier David Bartlett
announced his plan to turn the area into a national park. But local Aborigines have other
plans. They claim the strip, which is dotted with burial sites and middens, as their own.

Binalong is a complete free-for-all in summer. The local kids descend and set up camp.
Mount William’s unspoilt coastline on the four-day guided Bay of Fires Walk with
accommodation at the Forester Beach Camp and the Bay of Fires ecolodge is quite a popular
itinerary for travellers. The site suffers from bad planning, poor security and too many
tourists. At the same time as supporting local communities, if things are not managed properly
the negatives can soon outweigh the positives creating major environmental and cultural
issues.
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3) Kakadu National Park

It is a major tourist attraction in Australia’s north. Visitation in 2005 was 202,000. Kakadu’s
dramatic landscape, Aboriginal cultural significance and diverse and abundant wildlife are
what visitors are drawn to. There are many beautiful waterfalls and gorges within the Park
that are popular with visitors such as Maguk, Gunlom Falls, Twin Falls and Jim Jim Falls.

Kakadu National Park has some of the best examples of Aboriginal rock art in Australia.
The sites of Nourlangie and Ubirr are among the most visited locations in the Park. It is
possible to view some of Kakadu’s diverse wildlife at places like Yellow Water Billabong,
Cooinda on board a wildlife cruise or at Mamukala Wetlands or Anbangbang Billabong.
The Kakadu region is one of the world’s best for bird watching as approximately 30 per
cent of Australia’s bird species can be seen here.

Large saltwater crocodiles are also commonplace and visitors are likely to see them at
Yellow Water and East Alligator River so it was no coincidence that the Crocodile Dundee
films were shot here. Visitors are urged to exercise caution around crocodiles as they have
been responsible for a number of fatal attacks. Recreational fishing is a popular activity
inside Kakadu National Park. The main target species is Barramundi and the most popular
locations are Yellow Water, the South Alligator and the East Alligator River. Hunting is not
allowed in Kakadu National Park.

There are several accommodation options in the Park, mostly found in the town of Jabiru,
as well as a range of services to cater to visitor’s needs. Visitors can experience Kakadu
National Park with a recognised tour operator or they can drive themselves. Many of the
Park’s sites are accessible by standard two wheel drive vehicles, but areas like Twin and
Jim Jim Falls and Gunlom require four wheel drive vehicles. Visitors can experience Kakadu
National Park via the Nature’s Way tourism drive which is a loop from Darwin to Jabiru
then onto Katherine and back to Darwin covering approximately 900 km.

Over-saturated influx of travellers, unsustainable tourism practices and several invasive
species threaten the native habitat, particularly in recent decades. Introduced fauna including
the water buffalo, wild pig and more recently, the cane toad have had major effects on
habitat. Invasive weeds include Mimosa pigra, which covers 800 km² of the Top End,
including vast areas of Kakadu, invasive para grass displaces the native food of much of
Kakadu’s birdlife. Salvinia molesta has infested the Magela floodplain. Brumbies also inhabit
areas of the National Park, including Yellow Water. One last problem is the mining in the
park which can impact a lot of the wild life’s future.
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What is the solution?

The Kakadu National Park is proclaimed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act, 1999 (the EPBC Act) and is managed through a joint management
arrangement between the Aboriginal traditional owners and the Director of National Parks.
The Director manages Commonwealth national parks through Parks Australia, which is a
part of the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities.
Title to Aboriginal land in the Park is held by Aboriginal land trusts. The land trusts have
leased their land to the Director of National Parks for the purpose of a national park for the
enjoyment and benefit of all Australians and international visitors. Traditional owners have
also expected that having their land managed as a national park would assist them in looking
after their land in the face of growing and competing pressures. They saw a national park as
establishing a way to manage the land that could protect their interests and be sympathetic
to their aspirations. Parks Australia and the Aboriginal traditional owners of Kakadu are
committed to the principle of joint management of the Park and arrangements to help this
happen are highlighted in Kakadu’s Plan of Management.

The EPBC Act provides for boards of management to be established for parks on Aboriginal
land. The Kakadu Board of Management, which has an Aboriginal majority (ten out of
fifteen members), representing the Aboriginal traditional owners of land in the Park, was
established in 1989. The Board determines policy for managing the Park and is responsible,
along with the Director, for preparing plans of management for the Park. The Plan of
Management is the main policy document for the Park and strives to balance strategic or
long-term goals and tactical or day to day goals. Day to day management of Kakadu is
carried out by people employed by Parks Australia, which is a branch of the Australian
Government’s Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and
Communities. Approximately one-third of the staff in Kakadu are Aboriginal people.

4) Macquarie Island

This island lies in the southwest corner of the Pacific Ocean, about half-way between New
Zealand and Antarctica. Politically, it is part of Tasmania, Australia since 1900 and became
a Tasmanian State Reserve in 1978. In 1997 it became a World Heritage Site. It was a part
of Esperance Municipality until 1993, when the municipality was merged with other
municipalities to Huon Valley. The island is home to the entire Royal Penguin population
on earth during their annual nesting season. Ecologically, it is part of the Antipodes
Subantarctic Islands tundra ecoregion.

Macquarie Island is an exposed portion of the Macquarie Ridge, and is located where the
Australian plate meets the Pacific plate. It is the only place in the world where rocks from
the mantle are actively exposed at sea level. Due to this it was made a UNESCO world
heritage site in 1997.
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The island has an approximate length of 34 km and a width of 5 km, with an area of 128 km2.
Near Macquarie Island are two small groups of minor islands, the Judge and Clerk Islets
and the Bishop and Clerk Islets.

Since 1948 the Australian Antarctic Division (AAD) has maintained a permanent base, the
Macquarie Island Station, on the isthmus at the northern end of the island at the foot of
Wireless Hill. The population of the base, the island’s only human inhabitants, usually
varies from 20 to 40 people over the year.

Tourism is permitted subject to obtaining a special permit. Macquarie Island is part of the
Australian State of Tasmania, which requires visitors to apply for a permit to visit the island.
Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service sets limits on the number of visitors per season and
the number of visitors ashore at any one time.

The ecology of the island was affected soon after the beginning of European visits to the
island in 1810. The island’s fur seals, elephant seals and penguins were killed for fur and
blubber. Rats and mice that were inadvertently introduced from the ships prospered due to
lack of predators. Cats were subsequently introduced deliberately to keep the rodents from
eating human food stores. In about 1870, rabbits were left on the island by sealers to breed
for food. By the 1970s, the then 130,000 rabbits were causing tremendous damage to
vegetation.

The feral cats introduced to the island have had a devastating effect on the native seabird
population, with an estimated 60,000 seabird deaths per year. From 1985, efforts were
undertaken to remove the cats. In June 2000, the last of the nearly 2500 cats were culled in
an effort to save the seabirds22 . Seabird populations responded rapidly, but rats and rabbits
continued to cause widespread environmental damage.

The rodents feed on young chicks while rabbits nibbling on the grass layer has led to soil
erosion and cliff collapses, destroying seabird nests. Large portions of the Macquarie Island
bluffs are eroding as a result. In September 2006 a large landslip at Lusitania Bay, on the
eastern side of the island, partially destroyed an important penguin breeding colony. Tasmania
Parks and Wildlife Service attributed the landslip to a combination of heavy spring rains
and severe erosion caused by rabbits.

What is the solution?

Research by Australian Antarctic Division scientists, published in the 13 January 2009
edition of the British Ecological Society’s Journal of Applied Ecology, suggested that the
success of the feral cat eradication programme has allowed the rabbit population to increase,

22
Squires, Nick (22 January 2007). “Cull upsets island’s ecological balance”. The Daily Telegraph (London).
Retrieved 12 May 2010.
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damaging the Macquarie Island ecosystem by altering significant areas of island vegetation.
In a later issue of the same journal however, other scientists argued that a number of factors
were almost certainly involved and the absence of cats may have been relatively minor
among them.

On 4 June 2007 a media release by the Australian Federal Minister for the Environment and
Water Resources, Malcolm Turnbull, announced that the Australian and Tasmanian
Governments had reached an agreement to jointly fund the eradication of rodent pests,
including rabbits, to protect Macquarie Island’s World Heritage values. The plan involved
mass baiting the island similar to an eradication programme followed up with dog hunting
teams. In February 2012, The Australian reported that rabbits, rats and mice had been nearly
eradicated from the island.

By April 2012, the hunting teams had located and exterminated 13 rabbits still surviving
since the baiting in 2011. The last five rabbits found were in November 2011, including a
lactating doe and four kittens. No fresh rabbit sign has been found since. A fresh hunting
team arrived on the island in April 2012 to continue the search for the last few survivors.

The island is a mid-way point in voyages which depart from Hobart or the South Island of
New Zealand, heading for East Antarctica. These are often destined for the Ross Sea, and
sometimes include visits to Commonwealth Bay and other features in Australian Antarctic
Territory. Macquarie Island is included as a one or two day stopover, as part of a voyage of
three weeks or more.

Macquarie Island and nearby New Zealand subantarctic islands (e.g. Campbell Island,
Auckland Islands) are destinations in their own right for shorter (e.g. two-week) subantarctic
voyages. These depart from Hobart or New Zealand’s South Island, and typically focus on
bird watching.

There are several walking tracks around the island. To limit environmental degradation
some raised boardwalks have been introduced. Visitors are escorted by a Tasmanian park
ranger. Zodiac inflatable boats are used to put visitors ashore at accessible locations for
excursions. All landings are monitored by the Tasmanian park rangers. Vehicles are not
used on the island.

8. LIST OF WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN DANGER

A UNESCO World Heritage Site is a place (such as a forest, mountain, lake, desert,
monument, building, complex, or city) that is listed by the UNESCO as of special cultural
or physical significance.
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In 1994, the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO launched the Global Strategy for a
Representative, Balanced and Credible World Heritage List. Its aim is to ensure that the
List reflects the world’s cultural and natural diversity of outstanding universal value.

The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered World
Heritage Committee, composed of 21 States Parties which are elected by their General
Assembly. The programme catalogues, names and conserves sites of outstanding cultural or
natural importance to the common heritage of humanity. Under certain conditions, listed
sites can obtain funds from the World Heritage Fund. The programme was founded with the
Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage,which was
adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO on 16 November 1972.

As of 2012, The World Heritage List includes 962 properties forming part of the cultural
and natural heritage which the World Heritage Committee considers as having outstanding
universal value. These include 745 cultural , 188 natural  and 29 mixed  properties in 157
States Parties. As of September 2012, 190 States Parties have ratified the World Heritage
Convention.

By sites ranked by country, Italy is home to the greatest number of World Heritage Sites
with 47 sites, followed by Spain (44) and China (43). UNESCO references each World
Heritage Site with an identification number; but new inscriptions often include previous
sites now listed as part of larger descriptions. As a result, the identification numbers exceed
1200 even though there are fewer on the list.

While each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the
site is located, UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve
each site.

According to Article 11.4 of the convention, UNESCO, through the World Heritage
Committee, may place threatened World Heritage Sites whose conservation require major
operations and for which “assistance has been requested” on a List of World Heritage in
Danger. The List of World Heritage in Danger is designed to inform the international
community of conditions which threaten the very characteristics for which a property was
inscribed on the World Heritage List, and to encourage corrective action. This action is
intended to increase the international awareness to the threat and to encourage counteractive
measures. Threats to a site can be either ascertained dangers which are proven imminent
threats or potential dangers that could have adverse effects on the characteristics of a site.

There are 38 properties (17 natural, 21 cultural) which the World Heritage Committee decided
to include on the List of World Heritage in Danger in accordance with Article 11 (4) of the
Convention. Before a property is inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger, its
condition is assessed and a potential programme for corrective measures is developed in
cooperation with the state party involved. The final decision about inscription lies in the
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hand of the committee. Financial support from the World Heritage Fund may be allocated
by the committee for listed properties. The state of conservation is reviewed on a yearly
basis. Depending on the outcome of the review, the committee may request additional
measures or delete the property from the list if the threats ceased to exist or may consider
deletion from both the List of World Heritage in Danger and the World Heritage List. Of the
two former sites, the Dresden Elbe Valley has been delisted after placement on the List of
World Heritage in Danger while the Arabian Oryx Sanctuary has been directly delisted.

Many of the listed sites in danger are located in the developing world with 17 in Africa (of
which five are in the Democratic Republic of the Congo), 9 in Asia, 8 in the Americas and
4 in Europe. The majority of endangered natural sites (12) is located in Africa.

The danger listing has sparked conservation efforts and released funding, resulting in a
positive development of some sites such as Galápagos or Yellowstone, the list itself and
UNESCO’s implementation of it have been the focus of criticism. In particular state parties
and other stakeholders of World Heritage Sites have questioned the authority of the
Committee to declare a site in danger without their consent.

Until UNESCO set a precedent in 1992 placing several sites on the danger list against their
view, state parties would have first submitted a programme of corrective measures before a
site could be listed. Instead of being used as intended, the List of World Heritage in Danger
is perceived by some states as a black list. The International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) notes that UNESCO has referenced the List of World Heritage in Danger in
a number of cases where the threat could be easily addressed by the state party. The Union
also argues that listing a site as endangered over a long period of time is questionable and
that other mechanisms for conservation should be sought in these cases.

Are some countries exploiting the UNESCO’s World Heritage List?

UNESCO is supposed to be the gold standard for conservation. It has in the past created
many success stories in restoration and conservation of world heritage. For instance, in
1979, Dubrovnik in Croatia joined the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites. Dubrovnik
is among the 10 best medieval walled cities in the world. However, Dubrovnik was
demilitarised in the 1970s to protect it from war, in 1991, after the breakup of Yugoslavia,
it was besieged by Serb-Montenegrin forces for seven months and received significant
shelling damage. Appalled by the siege of a city the international community sprung
into action with UNESCO as the forerunner in restoration work. In a matter of a few
years, Dubrovnik rose from the ashes like a Phoenix.

If we examine the history of historical conservation, we find that the spirit of reaching
across borders to protect heritage was inspired by the rescue of the 13th century BC
temples of Abu Simbel in Egypt. In 1954, Cairo announced plans to build a dam at
Aswan that would flood the temples. UNESCO has then stepped in and launched an
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international fundraising campaign to relocate them, brick by brick. The success inspired
a string of projects — in countries as diverse as Italy, Pakistan and Indonesia. Finally,
at a UN conference in Stockholm in 1972, that spirit of conservation was crystallised as
the World Heritage Convention. The first World Heritage Sites were named in 1978.

Dubrovnik is one of dozens of success stories. Others include the diversion of a proposed
road near the Pyramids and the halting of an aluminium plant near Delphi. But experts,
scholars, academics and historians alike have time and again also subjected the workings
of UNESCO to harsh doses to criticism.

For instance, the Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural Landscape in Japan has
stirred up a lot of contrversy in the academic world. Let us examine some facts The
Iwami Ginzan was a silver mine in the city of Ôda, Shimane Prefecture, on the main
island of Honshû, Japan. It was the largest silver mine in Japanese history. It was active
for almost four hundred years, since its discovery in 1526 until its eventual closing in
1923 It was added to the World Heritage List in 2007.

Some experts say that a local businessman Toshiro Nakamura made it his life’s mission
to turn Iwami into a tourist attraction and lobbyed for a heritage status. Local prefecture
used their links with diplomats in Tokyo to make a case for Iwami within World Heritage
Committee.

As per UNESCO’s selection process, new sites, which are named every summer, must
prove they are of “outstanding universal value” by meeting at least one of 10 criteria
prescribed. For example, a site must “bear a unique testimony to a cultural tradition” or
“represent a masterpiece of human creative genius”. Japan argued that Iwami passed
not one but three of these tests. But the International Council on Monuments and Sites,
which advised the World Heritage Committee, disagreed, stating that Iwami satisfied
none of the 10 criteria. But the campaigning from Japan continued and Iwami was
inscribed.

In the following year, almost 1 million people flocked to Iwami for tourism. Before
that, visitor numbers mostly comprised curious locals, and averaged about 15,000 a
year. Tourists were bussed into a site without a suitable facilities; in one news report, a
weary resident recalled returning home to find three visitors sitting on his sofa, having
mistaken his house for part of the tour. Many tourists, apparently expecting a site to
rival the Pyramids, left disappointed.

Experts in the field say that it easy to see why businesses and tourism officials are so
desperate to get the UNESCO stamp. As Iwami demonstrates, mention of the magic
words “World Heritage Site” in guidebooks can send visitor numbers rocketing.
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Below is a comprehensive list of all 38 World Heritage sites in Danger sorted out as per the
continents that they belong to.

I) Asia -

Old City of Jerusalem and its Walls, Jerusalem (Site proposed by Jordan) (1982)

Historic Town of Zabid, Yemen (2000)

Minaret and Archaeological Remains of Jam, Afghanistan (2002)

Cultural Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley, Afghanistan
(2003)

Ashur (Qal’at Sherqat), Iraq (2003)

Bam and its Cultural Landscape, Iran (2004)

Samarra Archaeological City, Iraq (2007)

Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra (2011)

Birthplace of Jesus: Church of the Nativity and the Pilgrimage Route, Bethlehem,
Palestine (2012)

II) Africa -

Mount Nimba Strict Nature Reserve, Guinea, Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia (1992)

Air and Ténéré Natural Reserves, Niger (1992)

Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic of the Congo (1994)

Garamba National Park, Democratic Republic of the Congo (1996)

Simien National Park, Ethiopia (1996)

Kahuzi-Biega National Park, Democratic Republic of the Congo (1997)

Okapi Wildlife Reserve, Democratic Republic of the Congo (1997)

Manovo-Gounda St Floris National Park, Central African Republic (1997)

Salonga National Park, Democratic Republic of the Congo (1999)

Abu Mena, Egypt (2001)

Comoé National Park, Côte d’Ivoire (2003)

Niokolo-Koba National Park, Senegal (2007)

Rainforests of the Atsinanana, Madagascar (2010)

Tombs of Buganda Kings at Kasubi, Uganda (2010)

Timbuktu, Mali (2012)

Tomb of Askia, Mali (2012)
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III) North America -

Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System, Belize (2009)

Everglades National Park, USA (2010)

IV) South America -

Chan Chan Archaeological Zone, Peru (1986)

Humberstone and Santa Laura Saltpeter Works, Chile (2005)

Coro and its Port, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (2005)

Los Katíos National Park, Colombia (2009)

Río Plátano Biosphere Reserve, Honduras (2011)

V) Europe -

Medieval Monuments in Kosovo, Serbia (2006)

Liverpool – Maritime Mercantile City, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland (2012)

VI) Australia -

Ruins of Kilwa Kisiwani and Ruins of Songo Mnara, United Republic of Tanzania,
(2004)

VII) Trans-continental sites -

Historical Monuments of Mtskheta, Georgia (2009)

Bagrati Cathedral and Gelati Monastery, Georgia (2010)

Fortifications on the Caribbean Side of Panama: Portobelo-San Lorenzo, Panama (2012)
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UNIT 3 TOURISM TRIVIA
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4. Travel Cultures

1. INTRODUCTION

Till now we have seen the different forms of travel and tourism. In previous units we have
discussed a few destinations that are most popular for various reasons in the tourism industry.
We have seen the various forms of tourism, the hotspots and sought after destinations, both
from the industry and sustainability point of view.

Let us now analyse some travel and tourism destinations from the traveller’s perspective. In
this unit we shall deal with all the ascpets that excite a traveller the most in any destination.
This unit also deals with some fun facts, trivia and non-academic infotainment about
destinations that tourists enjoy the most.

The travel infotainment dissemination is anther industry in itself that is linked to the tourism
sector. This industry caters to travellers, vacationers, tourists as well as people in general
who are interested in knowing about different places and cultures. Many Internet databases,
travel magazines, televesion programmes, full fledged TV channels as well as mobile apps
are a part of the industry. Travel writers, journalists, conservationalists, film and TV
production houses are all a part of this service based industry. Few decades ago there were
just a few trade magazines where travel agents would get the dirt on what was going on in
the travel industry.  As an added bonus, they came in the mail right to you.   Fast forward to
today and there are hundreds of places an agent and traveller can go to get their news: trade
magazines, industry websites, travel blogs, mobile apps.

Here’s a list of a few travel Magazines and traveloges (There are numerous such resources
available in print, film and web. Only some famous/popular ones are listed):

LEISURE TRAVEL

• Discover India, (1988; published by Media Transasia)

• Arthur Frommer’s Budget Travel, (1999; published by Intellitravel Media)
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• Bell’Italia, (1986; published by Cairo Editore)

• British Columbia Magazine, (1959; Tourism British Columbia)

• Caribbean Beat, (1992; published by Media and Editorial Projects Limited, inflight
magazine of Caribbean Airlines)

• Caribbean Travel & Life, (c. 1986; published by Bonnier Corporation)

• Condé Nast Traveler, (1987; published by Condé Nast Publications)

• Cruise International, (2008; published by Chelsea Magazine Company)

• Departures Magazine, (published by American Express Publishing)

• DestinAsian, (published by DESTINASIAN Media Group)

• EnRoute, inflight magazine of Air Canada

• Escapism Travel Magazine, (2009; published by Revolution Publishing Ltd. international
travel magazine)

• Executive Travel Magazine, (2002; published by American Express)

• FIDO Friendly

• FINDVOYAGES.COMagazine

• Getaway, (1989; published by Ramsay, Son & Parker, South Africa)

• Get Lost Magazine, (published by Grin Creative)

• Global Traveler, (2004; published by FXExpress Publications, Inc.)

• Gulfscapes Magazine, (2001; published by Craig and Victoria Rogers )

• Hana Hou!, (published by Pacific Travelogue Inc., as the inflight magazine of Hawaiian
Airlines)

• Islands, (published by Bonnier Corporation)

• Lonely Planet Magazine, (published by the BBC in the UK, monthly. Also Argentine,
Singaporean and Indian editions)

• India Today Travel Plus, (The India Today Groups)

• Maui No Ka ‘Oi Magazine, (published by the Haynes Publishing Group, bi-monthly
regional travel focus)

• National Geographic Traveler, (National Geographic)

• Ohrid Travel Magazine, (2007; (Serbian), published by the Belgrade Business Network,
focuses on travel to Macedonia)
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• Outside, (published by Mariah Media)

• Outlook Traveller, (published by Outlook Publishing India Pvt. Ltd.)

• Road & Travel Magazine, (1989; published by Caldwell Communications, Michigan)

• RoadRUNNER, (2001; published by RoadRUNNER Publishing, focuses on motorcycle
touring and travel)

• Sidetrip Travel Magazine, (Manila, focuses on travel in the Philippines)

• Sports + Travel Hong Kong, (Hong Kong, a free magazine that focuses on sports related
travel from Hong Kong)

• Taste &Travel International Magazine - Periodical dedicated to Culinary Tourism (2011;
published by Taste &Travel Publishing International in Canada)

• Texas Highways

• TNT, (1983; published by TNT Publishing, London, free magazine for Australian, New
Zealand and South African expatriates)

• Today’s Traveller, (1997; published by Gill India Communications Pvt. Ltd. (GICPL),
Indian international travel magazine)

• Travel + Leisure, (1971; published by Media Transasia)

• Travel Agent, (before 1933; trade, published by Questex Media Group)

• Travel In Taiwan, (Vision International Publishing Co. Ltd., on behalf of the Taiwan
Tourism Bureau)

• Travel Trade Gazette (TTG), (1953; trade, published by United Business Media, London)

• Travel Trade Gazette Middle East & North Africa

• Travel Weekly

• travelgirl magazine, (2003; Atlanta)

• Vagabond

• Voyage. Studies on Travel & Tourism, (1997; (German), published by Profil-Verlag,
Munich)

• Wanderlust Magazine

BUSINESS TRAVEL

• Business Travel News magazine (2006, UK)

• Procurement.Travel
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Executive Travel Magazine (published by American Express Publishing, New York)

• Meetings + Incentives magazine (Canada)

Online MAGAZINES

• The Concierge Questionnaire, (2009)

• U.S. Travel Magazine, (2012)

• Destinations Travel Magazine, (published by Perrone Publishing)

• EuroTravel Magazine, (published by AGL PUBLICATIONS)

MOBILE APPS

iPad

• MARCO POLO travel magazine, (2012; digital journal, monthly published and for
free)

• TRVL, (2010; a free weekly travel magazine that was the first magazine on the iPad)

• Destinations Travel Magazine, (published by Perrone Publishing)

Android

• MARCO POLO travel magazine, (2012; digital journal, monthly published and for
free)

Windows 8

• MARCO POLO travel magazine, (2012; digital journal, monthly published and for
free)

OUT OF PRINT MAGAZINES

• Blue (tourism magazine), (1997–2000)

• Holiday, (1946–1977; Curtis Publishing Company)

• Travel + Leisure Golf, (1998–2009; American Express)

• Travel Holiday, (1901–2003; New York Central Railroad, Shane family, Reader’s Digest,
Hachette Filipacchi Media U.S.)

• Walkabout magazine, (1934–1974; Australian National Travel Association)
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TRAVELOGUE WEBSITES

• Tripadvisor

• Wanderlust

• National Geograpic

• Asia for Visitors

• Airwise

• BootsnAll

• Budget Your Trip

• EmbassyWorl

• EscapeArtist

• Lonely Planet Thorn Tree

• Photo Legal

• Trav Buddy

• Travel Rants

• Travel Fish

• Travellerspoint

• Women on the road

TRAVEL CHANNELS

Though there are numerous programmes on TV, some channels specifically broadcast
travelogues throughout. Such channels are dedicated to lifestyle, travel and tourism
programmes only.

• Explore TV

• Travel Channel

• NDTV Good Times

• TLC

• Travel Trendz TV

• Travel XP

• Caper Travel
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2. TOP DESTINATIONS IN NICHE TOURISM

Nichè Tourism areas, i.e. special interest tourism and travel form have a huge market. Here
is a list of popular destinations in some nichè areas:

a)  Religious Tourism

Religious tourism, also commonly referred to as faith/spriritual  tourism, is a form of tourism,
where people travel individually or in groups for pilgrimage, missionary, or leisure
(fellowship) purposes. The world’s largest form of mass religious tourism takes place at the
annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca, Saudi Arabia.

Modern religious tourists are more able to visit holy cities and holy sites around the world.
The most famous holy cities are Jerusalem, Mecca and Varanasi. Some important destinations
around the world are:

♣ Mecca, Saudi Arabia – Mecca is the holiest of cities in Islam. In 2008, the yearly Hajj
pilgrimage attracted two to three million people to the city. This pilgrimage is part of
the Five Pillars of Islam, and is required of any capable Muslim at least once in their
life. Saudi law forbids non-Muslims to enter Mecca. The Kaaba is located inside the
Masjid al-arâm (Sacred Mosque) in the center of Mecca. Muslims around the world
turn toward Kaaba while performing any prayer.

♣ Jerusalem (considered to be the capital of Israel, though not recognised internationally)
– Jerusalem has been sacred to Judaism for roughly 3000 years, to Christianity for
around 2000 years, and to Islam for approximately 1400 years. The 2000 Statistical
Yearbook of Jerusalem lists 1204 synagogues, 158 churches, and 73 mosques within
the city. A study in 2011 found that pilgrims visited Jerusalem for a few reasons: to
understand and appreciate their religion through a tangible experience, to feel secure
about their religious beliefs, and to connect personally to the holy city.

The Western Wall, Wailing Wall, The Buraq Wall or Kotel located in the Old City of Jerusalem
(at the foot of the western side of the Temple Mount) is a site of importance an has been a
Jewish prayer and pilgrimage for centuries.

Jerusalem is sacred to Judaism, Christianity as well as Islam. It has been sacred to the
Jews since King David proclaimed it is his capital in the 10th century BCE. King
Solomon made Jerusalem the capital of Judaism by building the Temple there in the
10th Century BC. The Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC and exiled
most of the Jews from the place. The destruction and building of the Temple and the
exile and return of Jews continued for almost 1000 years when Christian Crusaders
allowed them to return. The place is mentioned in the Bible 632 times.
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Today, the Western Wall, a remnant of the wall surrounding the Second Temple of
Solomon, is a Jewish holy site second only to the Holy of Holies on the Temple
Mount itself. Many Jews have “Mizrach” plaques hung on a wall of their homes to
indicate the direction of prayer.

Christianity reveres Jerusalem not only for its Old Testament history but also for its
significance in the life of Jesus. According to the New Testament, Jesus was brought
to Jerusalem soon after his birth and later in his life cleansed the Second Temple.
Many believe that Jesus’ Last Supper, is located on Mount Zion in the same building
that houses the Tomb of King David. Another prominent Christian site in Jerusalem
is Golgotha, is believed to be the site of the crucifixion.

After Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia, Jerusalem is considered the third holiest
city in Islam, specially significant to the Sunni Muslims. The roots of its religious
belief lies the fact that it was the first Qiblah for Muslims. Qiblah is the place toward
which Muslims turn in prayer. Muslims believe that this is the place where
Muhammad visited on a nocturnal journey and it was the first Qibla for Muslims as
prophet Muhammad designated the Al-Aqsa for pilgrimage. The direction was
changed facing towards Mecca a year and a half later.

There is another minor religion known as Mandaeism which once had a significant
numbers of followers (but now is limited to a small group found primarily in parts
of southern Iran and Iraq). Jerusalem is considered a city of wickedness, dedicated
to the god of Judaism, whom they call Adunay (Adonai) or Yurba and consider to be
an evil spirit.

According to one of their religious texts1 , Jerusalem is “the stronghold that
Adunaythat Adunay built ... [he] brought to it falsehood in plenty, and it meant
persecution against my tarmidia (Manda d-Hiia’s disciples).” In another Scripture
called the Ginza Rba (15.11), it is said to have come into being as a result of the
incestuous union of the seven planets with their evil mother Ruha d-Qudsha, who
“left lewdness, perversion, and fornication in it.” The Scripture says, “Whoever
lives in the city of Jerusalem will not mention the name of God.”

♣ Varanasi – The hub of spiritual tourists, Varanasi, also known as Banaras and Kaashi
has been not only the ultimate destination of Hindus but for any person, irrespective of
his/her religious belief to attain salvation and spiritual knowledge. People often refer
to Varanasi as “the city of temples”, “the holy city of India”, “the religious capital of
India”, “the city of lights”, “the city of learning”, and “the oldest living city on earth”.
It is a holy place for Hindus, Buddhists and Jains. According to legend the city was
started by the Hindu deity Lord Shiva and is the most sacred place of all of the seven
sacred cities of Hindu. Over one million pilgrims visit the city each year.

1
Sidra d-Yahia, 54.
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♣ Vatican City – Vatican, also called the Holy See, is a landlocked sovereign city-state
whose territory consists of a walled enclave within the city of Rome, Italy. This makes
Vatican City the smallest independent state in the world by both area and population. It
is the seat of the Catholic religion and home of the Pope since 1378. The pope lives in
the papal apartments in the Vatican and the church of the Pope, St. Peter’s Basilica, is
in Vatican City.

♣ Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem – Located in, Palestinian territories, and is considered
to be the oldest continuously operating Christian church (Basilica) in the world. The
church was originally commissioned in 327 AD by Constantine and his mother Helena
over the site that is still traditionally considered to be located over the cave that marks
the birthplace of Jesus of Nazareth. Due to its cultural and geographical history, the site
holds a prominent religious significance to those of both the Christian and Muslim
faiths. It is a World Heritage Site as well as is also on UNESCO’s List of World Heritage
Sites in Danger.

♣ Brahma Temple at Pushkar – Jagatpita Brahma Mandir close to the sacred Pushkar
Lake is one of very few existing temples dedicated to the Hindu creator — god Brahma.
Every November, the sleepy little township of Pushkar in Rajasthan, India comes alive
with a riot of colours and a frenzied burst of activity. Very few fairs in the world can
match the liveliness of Pushkar Fair (Pushkar Mela). Most people associate the Pushkar
Fair with the world’s largest camel fair.

Although the present temple structure dates to the 14th century, the temple is believed
to be 2000 years old. The temple is mainly built of marble and stone stabs. It has a
distinct red pinnacle (shikhara) and a hamsa bird motif. The temple sanctum sanctorum
holds the central images of Brahma and his second consort Gayatri.

♣ Hagia Sofia and Blue Mosque (Istanbul, Turkey)  – The renowned dome of the Hagia
Sofia has survived the test of time and became an enduring landmark that defined two
great religions – Islam and Christianity. Dominated by the cultural exchanges, this
religious building featured the elements of classical Roman and Greek architecture, the
artistic styles and imagery of early Christianity, and the sophistication of Islamic
craftsmanship. Hagia Sofia’s distinctive features have captivated tourists from all corners
of the world.

Also known as the Sultan Ahmed Mosque, this Ottoman mosque or Blue Mosque was
built to mirror the beauty and splendor of the famous Hagia Sofia. It is famous for its
distinctive blue tiles that dominated the interior and the six minarets that can be viewed
from afar. A product of Islamic and Byzantine architectural heritage, the Blue Mosque
showcases its overwhelming size and artistic splendor to visitors in awe.
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♣ Madinah, Saudi Arabia –  Madinah is the second holiest city in Islam after Mecca and
the burial place of the Islamic Prophet Muhammad. Medina is critically significant in
Islamic History for being where Muhammad’s final religious base was established
after the Hijrah (migration or journey of the Islamic prophet Muhammad and his
followers from Mecca to Medina) and where he died in 632 AD/11 AH. Medina was
the power base of Islam in its first century. It is home to the three oldest mosques in
Islam, namely Al-Masjid an-Nabawi (The Prophet’s Mosque), Quba Mosque (the first
mosque in Islam’s history), and Masjid al-Qiblatain (The Mosque of the Two Qiblahs
- the mosque where the direction of Muslim prayer, or qiblah, was switched from
Jerusalem to Mecca).

♣ Lhasa, Tibet – Lhasa literally translates to “place of the gods”. The city was the home
of the Dalai Lamas, political leaders of Tibet and religious leaders of Tibetan Buddhism,
from the 1600’s until the Chinese invaded and the 14th Dalai Lama fled into exile (to
India) in 1959. Today you will find the Tibetans a minority of the population compared
to the Chinese.

Lhasa has many sites that are of historical significance including Jokhang Temple,
Norbulingka and the Potala Palace, which are all UNESCO World Heritage Sites; and
Sera and Drepung Monasteries, and Zhefeng Temple.

Over one million people go to Tibet each year. You will often see the devout pilgrims
in Lhasa kneeling or lying prone with their foreheads on the ground. These pilgrims
will be trying to gain spiritual merit by following one of the three concentric pathways
that go inside or around Johkhang Temple.

♣ Haifa, Israel – Haifa is built on the slopes of Mount Carmel overlooking the
Mediterranean Sea, about 56 miles from Tel Aviv. It’s got wonderful beaches that
tourists still seem unaware of and some important religious sites. Religiously it’s a
very diverse city and a major pilgrimage site for people of the Bahá’í faith. In Haifa.
The Bahá’í World Center and its golden-domed shrine were made a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

b) Heritage Tourism

Heritage tourism or cultural tourism is oriented towards the cultural heritage of the location
where tourism is occurring. It is meant to gain an appreciation of the past or something we
have got in legacy. It is one of the oldest forms of travel, and overlaps heritages of all kinds
— colonial heritage, urban renewal, religious tourism, genealogy, industrial heritage, and
ethnicity. Heritage tourism sites are many.
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Heritage tourism is difficult to segregate from other elements of tourism. Tourists interested
in other areas, like adventure, religion and leisure also visit different Indian heritage sites;
with monuments like Taj Mahal, Humayun’s Tomb, Red Fort, Sarnath, Kaziranja, Tirupati,
Varanasi, Rameshwaram and Ajanta being quite popular. In India, for instance, UNESCO
has identified 27 heritage sites and has collaborated with state government authorities to
develop several themed itineraries, like linking Buddhist holy places, legends of Shiva,
yoga and ayurvedic healin, etc.

The World Heritage was established by UNESCO in 1978 to preserve mankind’s valuable
cultural and natural gifts. The organisation recognises examples of beautiful natural heritage
or valuable cultural heritage around the world and lists them as a World Heritage in an
effort to protect them against destruction from natural disasters or wars. Most sites are
designated as examples of natural heritage relics due to their remarkable beauty.

Some important facts about heritage sites are listed below:

There are currently 962 sites are listed in UNESCO World Heritage Site List of the 962
sites, 745 are cultural, 188 are natural and 29 are mixed properties.

The countries have been divided by the World Heritage Committee into five geographic
zones: Africa, Arab States, Asia-Pacific, Europe and North America, and Latin America &
the Caribbean.

List of countries with 10 or more World Heritage Sites (as of 2012)2

Country Number of Sites

Italy 47

Spain 44

China 43

France 38

Germany 37

Mexico 31

India 29

United Kingdom 28

Russia 25

United States 21

2
2012-13 World Heritage Map, UNESCO, Friday, November 30, 2012.
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Australia 19

Brazil 19

Greece 17

Japan 16

Canada 16

Iran 15

Sweden 15

Portugal 14

Poland 13

Czech Republic 12

Peru 11

Switzerland 11

Turkey 11

Belgium 11

South Korea 10

To be included on UNESCO’s World Heritage List, sites must be of “outstanding
universal value” and meet at least one of the following ten selection criteria:

i) Human creative genius – to represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;

ii) Interchange of values – to exhibit an important interchange of human values, over
a span of time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture
or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design;

iii) Testimony to cultural tradition to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to
a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared;

iv) Significance in human history – to be an outstanding example of a type of building,
architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant
stage(s) in human history;

v) Traditional human settlement – to be an outstanding example of a traditional human
settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures),
or human interaction with the environment especially when it has become vulnerable
under the impact of irreversible change;
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vi) Heritage associated with events of universal significance – to be directly or tangibly
associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic
and literary works of outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers
that this criterion should preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria);

vii) Natural phenomena or beauty – to contain superlative natural phenomena or areas
of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance;

viii) Major stages of Earth’s history – to be outstanding examples representing major
stages of Earth’s history, including the record of life, significant on-going geological
processes in the development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or
physiographic features;

ix) Significant ecological and biological processes – to be outstanding examples
representing significant on-going ecological and biological processes in the
evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems
and communities of plants and animals;

x) Significant natural habitat for biodiversity – to contain the most important and
significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity, including
those containing threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point
of view of science or conservation.

c) Dark Tourism

In bad taste or not, Thanatourism – aka Dark Tourism to the destinations associated with
death or suffering is here to stay. Below is the list of a few Dark Tourism Destinations that
get a sizeable share of visitors solely because they are associated with death, disaster, poverty
or suffering.

♣ Cu Chi Tunnels, Saigon, Vietnam – A 75-mile-long underground tunnel system located
below Cu Chi district of Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) was used by Viet Cong
freedom fighters to run military campaigns against occupying US forces. In 1968, Cu
Chi Tunnels served as the base from where Viet Cong launched Tet Offensive which
ultimately aided in humiliating withdrawal of US forces from Vietnam.

Back then, Cu Chi Tunnels were full of deadly spiders and wandering scorpions, offering
little space with unbearable humidity and had many passages wired with booty traps.
Today, the site is a popular Dark Tourism Destination and a prime example of how
former warfare can be turned into a lucrative tourist attraction.

Popular, easy to access corridors have been widened to accommodate inquisitive tourists
and a firing range has been set up to offer more authentic experience for those with
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trigger happy fingers. For $1, you get to fire a shot from an AK-47 rifle that was used
during the Vietnam War and munch on a simple food guerrilla fighters used to live on.

♣ Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, Phnom Penh, Cambodia – Commonly referred to by
locals as The Killing Fields, this former high school was turned into a Security Prison
21 (S-21) in 1975 by the ruthless Khmer Rouge regime to torture and execute unwanted
individuals. It lies in the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh.

♣ Devil’s Island, French Guiana – Set up by French Emperor Napoleon III in 1852, the
smallest and northernmost island of the Iles du Salut archipelago north of French
Guiana housed the most notorious penal colony in the world until 1952. Vast majority
of convicts sent to the disease infested Devil’s Island never made it out of the ghastly,
inhospitable environment it provided.

Nowadays, Devil’s Island is one of the prime tourist attractions in French Guiana and
one of the most popular Dark Tourism Destinations among the tourists seeking macabre
tours. A visitor can enjoy access to the cells in which inmates died, the headquarters
from where the prison was run or the cemetery with graves of people whose lives were
claimed by the island.

♣ London Dungeon, UK – London Dungeon would be precisely what Dark Tourism is
all about. It is an exhibit of macabre events from medieval history that offers believable
glimpses into torture, plaque, serial killing and more. Although London Dungeon started
as a museum of macabre history, the visit now includes interactive, actor led experiences,
rides and special effects.

♣ The Zone of Alienation in Chernobyl, Ukraine – This 30 km wide area around the site
of the Chernobyl nuclear reactor disaster that occurred on April 26, 1986 is as chilling
today as it was after the explosion. Abandoned buildings, shattered glass and vegetation
overgrown amusement park remind a visitor that even after more than two decades,
normal life cannot resume in the area. As it goes with other Dark Tourism Destinations,
Chernobyl disaster site was also turned into a tourist attraction generating revenue
since 2002.

♣ Auschwitz Concentration Camp, Poland – The largest of all Nazi concentration camps,
Auschwitz (or Oswiecim as it is called in Polish) is believed to have served as an
extermination camp for more than one million people, most of which were Jews.
Majority were killed in camp’s gas chambers, while others died of disease or starvation.
Set up by the architect of the holocaust Heinrich Himmler, Auschwitz was also the site
where evil “Angel of Death” doctor Josef Mengele performed his experiments on live
people.
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Due to its notoriety, Auschwitz is one of the most visited Dark Tourism Destinations in
the world today. The popularity of the site is so huge, the access is only granted to
organised tour groups during peak hours of the peak season. Tours are of course a
source of massive revenue.

♣ The River Kwai Bridge, Thailand – While most of World War-II fights took place in
Europe, other parts of the world were also heavily involved. Much of South East Asia
was under Japanese occupation between 1942 and 1943 and plans were to also invade
India. To accomplish the goal, Japanese troops stationed in Burma (today’s Myanmar)
needed more support but since no convenient infrastructure was available, the decision
has been made to build a railway that would connect Kanchanabury in Siam (today’s
Thailand) with West Burma’s Moulmein.

The quarter of a million people, both Asians as well as the prisoners of war from the
Allied (Commonwealth, American and Dutch) nations were forced into labour to get
the construction underway. Camps were built in both Burma and Siam starting the
railway from opposite ends to meet in the center. Due to food shortages, workers
suffered from malnutrition. Medical supplies and sanitary facilities were either
nonexistent or insufficient giving malnourished and overworked people little chance
to battle off malaria, cholera or the tropical ulcer which were common in these areas.

Construction of the 416 km long Siam – Burma railway (the Death Railway) took 16
months, during which an estimated hundred thousand workers, of which approximately
13,000 were the prisoners of war died. Their bodies were buried alongside the tracks
wherever they would dropped.

Travellers wishing to get the glimpse of what conditions the Death Railway workers
lived and died in can visit one of the three museums that contain graphic photographs
and tools used by the prisoners to build the railway. A cemetery with the remains of
about 7,000 workers is only a short drive away. It is also possible to hop on a train and
take a ride on the Death Railway the construction of which claimed so many lives. To
have memorable pictures, most Dark Tourism visitors do not pass on the opportunity
to walk along the River Kwai Bridge with the infamous river after which it is named in
the background.

♣ Ground Zero, New York City, USA – The 9/11 attacks in which two planes flew into
the World Trade Center buildings in New York City, claiming lives of nearly 3,000
people, count as the most notorious modern history attacks in the world. Needless to
say, macabre site of such worldwide significance draws attention of many Dark Tourism
enthusiasts and counts as one of the most important Dark Tourism Destinations in the
world. This top 10 list would not be complete without the WTC site on it.
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♣ Hiroshima Peace Museum, Hiroshima, Japan – Over one million people every year
visit the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, which displays the belongings of those
killed by the atomic bomb dropped there in 1945. It’s divided into sections telling the
story of Hiroshima until the bomb, and the damage inflicted by it.

Some unanswered questions

Dark Tourism as a separate academic tourism category has recently appeared on the
tourism degree curriculum. Though much of the industry remains unaware of it,
unknowingly, dark tourism has been a part of travel and tourism business since ages.
The morality of cashing on the tragedy has also been a part of and endless tourism
debate, albeit no result. For instance, Ground Zero is now one of the most popular
tourism attractions in New York City. It is a place where tour guides charge $15 a
head to point out the spot where the fire fighters raised the flag. So is this an example
of Cashing in on Tragedy or does this ‘visitor attraction’ simply allow the public to
pay their last respects?

Many questions remain unanswered when one conducts a deep academic or theoretical
study of the subject. Example, few tourists who visit the Taj Mahal, Pompeii or the
Pyramids would consider these attractions to be ‘Dark Tourism’ (though associated
with tombs, death and burial) but how about the Killing Fields, Auschwitz or Phi Phi
Island? Is it just the weight of time that banishes memories of death and destruction
and if this is the case, could Ground Zero become the next century’s Pompeii?

This subject is, and will remain, very controversial. Issues of visitor motivation, ethics
and morality, modern interpretation and the responsibility of tourism providers remain
undetermined.

d) Adventure Tourism

Adventure tourism is a type of nichè tourism involving exploration or travel to remote
areas, Adventure tourism is often thought to constitute thrill. However, it is much  more
than that. Thrill tourism is the best known type of hard adventure tourism. Bungee jumping,
white-water rafting, mountaineering, parasailing, BASE jumping, rock climbing and
spelunking are all popular forms of thrill tourism, but anything that incites an adrenaline
rush and a sense of danger applies. This type of adventure tourism is generally done through
an established company that provides appropriate safety and training measures, since most
thrill tourism activities can be extremely risky.

Apart fro thrill tourism, adventour tourism can also include ehino tourism, cultural tourism,
nature tourism, etc. Most of the times adventure tourism as a product is designed to include
aspects of other forms of tourism as well, like nature tourism, heritage tourism, luxury
tourism etc.
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For instance, a safari and hot air-baloon ride in Kenya is a mix of adventure and nature
tourism. A flying fox ride at the Neemrana Fort in Rajasthan that has now been converted to
a heritage hotel can be a mix of three forms of tourism, namely adventure, heritage and
luxury. Rafting at Rishikesh, trekks to Macchu Picchu or Kilimanjaro, road trip from Manali
to Ladakh, Motorbike tour to Spiti are all some famous examples of Adventure tourism.

e) Nature Tourism

Nature tourism again encompasses a vast variety of tourism products. Many identify nature
tourism with ecotourism. This in many case is true (and ideally should be true) but not
always.

Ecotourism is defined as “responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment
and improves the well-being of local people.” While “nature-based tourism” is simply
describes travel to natural places, ecotourism is a type of nature-based tourism that benefits
local communities and destinations environmentally, culturally and economically. Ecotourism
represents a set of principles that have been successfully implemented in various global
communities, and are supported by extensive industry and academic research. Ecotourism,
when properly executed based on these principles, exemplifies the benefits of socially and
environmentally sound tourism development.

Like ecotourism, such terms as sustainable tourism and responsible tourism are rooted in
the concept of sustainable development, or development that “meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of the future generations to meet their own needs”
(Bruntland Commission, 1987). With this concept in mind, sustainable tourism was defined
in the 1992 Agenda 21 for the Travel and Tourism Industry as tourism that “meets the needs
of present tourists and host regions while protecting and enhancing opportunities for the
future.”

Nature tourism involves visiting destinations that have awe-inspiring natural phenomena. It
need not be limited to forests and wildlife reserves. A trip to the ravines of Grand Canyon,
a dive near the Great Barrier Reef, expedition to the barren Wadi Rum in Jordan, an odyssey
to the inhospitable Salar de Uyuni or an extremely expensive voyage to Antarctica and
Macquarie Island is also Nature tourism at its best.

f) Business Tourism

Business tourism is one of the leading and most dynamically developing spheres of world
economy, because a successful business is impossible without contacts, exchange of
technologies and information, exhibitions, congresses and business trips. MICE tourism
refers to a particular type of tourism in which large groups, usually planned well in advance,
are brought together for some particular purpose.
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MICE Tourism Definition

MICE = Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions. Acronym MICE, if expanded,
give a general idea about the term:

M = Meetings (To manage all arrangements; which is required in normal general Meetings)

I = Incentive (To organise incentive tour for your corporate)

C = Conferences/Conventions (To organise meetings of wide level called conference and
manage all arrangements for larger groups)

E = Exhibitions/Events (To organise exhibitions at global level on various exhibition grounds)

Most components of MICE are well understood, perhaps with the exception of incentives.
Incentive tourism is usually undertaken as a type of employee reward by a company or
institution for targets met or exceeded, or a job well done. Unlike the other types of MICE
tourism, incentive tourism is usually conducted purely for entertainment, rather than
professional or educational purposes.

g) Medical Tourism

Medical tourism, medical travel, health tourism are terms that reference a growing tourism
trend having close links and in fact totally dependent on health care service industry. Medical
Tourists take advantage of the numerous cost saving opportunities that exists beyond their
immediate neighbourhoods.

People feel that it is a young and emerging sector. One thing many people are unaware of is
that travelling to obtain better medical care has always been a standard practice for the
wealthy.

Top destinations for medical tourism are:

♣ Panama – Panama is a relatively “Americanized” country and an attractive place for
both regular tourists and medical tourists to visit. Panama City is a relatively safe and
modern destination and hence a favorite of westerners. Panama offers significantly
lower costs for medical procedures than the US and Canada but has better medical
facilities when compared to other countries in North American (barring US and Canada)
and South American continents.

♣ Brazil – Brazil has become an international mecca for cosmetic and plastic surgeries.
Its road to fame in medical tourism began with Ivo Pitanguy, the world-renowned
plastic surgeon who opened a clinic outside of Rio de Janeiro more than 40 years ago.
It is the second largest market for plastic surgery in the world, behind the U.S., which
is most likely attributed to the high quality of service and low cost compared to other
countries.
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♣ Malaysia – Malaysia’s medical tourism industry has seen staggering growth over recent
years. The number of foreigners seeking healthcare services in Malaysia has grown
from 75,210 patients in 2001 to 296,687 patients in 2006, according to the Association
of Private Hospitals Malaysia. The large volume of patients in 2006 brought
approximately $59 million in revenue. Malaysia offers a wide array of medical
procedures — including dental, cosmetic and cardiac surgeries at significantly lower
costs.

♣ Costa Rica – Costa Rica, like Panama, has become a popular destination among Europe
and North American continent’s inhabitants for inexpensive, high-quality medical care.
Around 150,000 foreigners sought care in Costa Rica in 2006, according to the NCPA
report published last November. Often, foreign patients travel to Costa Rica for the
low costs of dental work and plastic surgery.

The country’s political stability, high education levels and the fiscal incentives offered
in free-trade zones have attracted substantial foreign investment, according to the CIA
World Factbook.

♣ India – India, undoubtedly, has the lowest cost and highest quality of all medical tourism
destinations, according to a report on medical tourism published by the National Center
for Policy Analysis (NCPA) in 2006. India has become a well-known medical tourist
destination for cardiac and orthopedic procedures.

The medical tourism market in India is expected to grow to $2 billion a year by 2012-
13

In the past, American patients have travelled to India for procedures such as Birmingham
hip resurfacing, which was previously unavailable in the U.S.

Ayurveda is luring more and more tourists increasingly. India is become a preferred
destination for Ayurveda treatments as well as spa and rejuvenation services.

The most common treatments that visitors seek are heart surgery, knee surgery, cosmetic
surgery and dental care.

h) Luxury Tourism (resorts, beach, cruises)

People are travelling more, often for longer periods of time, with extended families, friends,
and children. They want their hard-earned time away to be worth it, with money going
towards both value-added and exclusive experiences. Opportunities to have a relaxing and
luxurious holiday a plenty. Luxury tourism requires top notch services of the hospitaliy
sector. Resorts, beach hotels, star hotel chains, spas, cruises, etc are an integral part of the
luxury trourism industry.
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Some offbeat and innovative luxury travel products are:

- Charter Planes and helicopter services

- Luxury cruises

- Luxury trains

i) Leisure Tourism

Often considered a part of Luxury tourism Leisure travel might indeed overlap luxury many
a times. However, leisure travel essential involved travel or touring for a longer period of
time than mere holiday getways or vacations.

j) Cultural Tourism (Shopping, arts, carnivals)

Cultural tourism is tourism concerned with a country or region’s culture, specifically the
lifestyle of the people in those geographical areas, the history of those people, their art,
architecture, religion(s), and other elements that helped shape their way of life. Cultural
tourism includes tourism in urban areas, particularly historic or large cities and their cultural
facilities such as museums and theatres. It can also include tourism in rural areas showcasing
the traditions of indigenous cultural communities (i.e. festivals, rituals), and their values
and lifestyle.

Some subsets of cultural tourism include:

♣ Fairs – Some examples are Pushkar mela, Sonepur cattle Mela, in India,

♣ Museums and art galleries – Sometimes a museum or gallery can be a destination in
and of itself. Even if you don’t understand all of it, you most likely will leave feeling
impressed and amazed. Some popular musems around the world are Musee du Louvre
– Paris ( Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa is easily the most famous piece of art here),
Metropolitan Museum of art- New York, Vatican Museums – Vatican City, Uffizi Gallery
– Italy, State Hemitage- Russia.

♣ Art and crafts festivals – India has numerous cultural and arts festivals each month.
Some famous ones are Surajkund Crafts Mela, Ajanta and Ellora Festival, Konark
dance festival, Odisha Sand Art festival, Ganga Mahotsav, Hampi Mela, Khajuraho
Dance Festival etc. Some such festivals worldwide are Sand Sculpting Australia festival,
Indonesia Sand Sculpture Festival, etc.

♣ Religious and ceremonial festivals –  India is most famous for its religious and
ceremonial festivals. Maha Kunbh mela Allahbad, Jaisalmer Desert Festival (Rajasthan),
Odisha Rath Yatra, etc are world renowned.
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♣ Other festivals like shopping festivals, food festivals,etc. – These include trade fairs,
book fairs, agricultural fairs, auto expos, education fair, flea markets, etc. Dubai
Shopping festival.

♣ Carnivals and Parades – Some examples are the annual Rio Carnival, Carnival of Venice,
Carnival of Nice, Goa Carnival, etc.

k) Educational Tourism

Educational tourism developed, because of the growing popularity of teaching and learning
of knowledge and the enhancing of technical competency outside of the classroom
environment. In educational tourism, the main focus of the tour or leisure activity includes
visiting another country to learn about the culture, such as in Student Exchange Programmes
and Study Tours, or to work and apply skills learned inside the classroom in a different
environment, such as in the International Practicum Training Programme.

l) Food Tourism

Food tourism is experiencing the food of the country, region or area, and is now considered
a vital component of the tourism experience. Food tourism is considered a subset of cultural
tourism, as cuisine is a manifestation of culture. Food festivals, wine festivals, etc are a part
of food tourism industry.

m) Space Tourism

Space Tourism is the term that’s come to be used to mean ordinary members of the public
buying tickets to travel to space and back. Many people find this idea futuristic. But over
the past few years a growing volume of professional work has been done on the subject, and
it’s now clear that setting up commercial space tourism services is a realistic target for
business today.

m) Birth Tourism (adoption, surrogacy, citizenship relationship)

Birthright Citizenship is the costly, automatic granting of citizenship to children born within
a nation’s borders or territories. The United States and Canada are the world’s only
industrialised nations to still offer such an extravagant gift to both tourists and illegal aliens.
Not a single country in Europe – the continent liberals often cite for its supposedly superior
views on everything from judicial rulings and government health care to high tax rates –
grants automatic citizenship. Chinese do this a lot.  As Chinese become more prosperous,
more people can afford this sort of thing.

♣ The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution guarantees U.S. citizenship
to those born on its territory, provided the person is “subject to the jurisdiction” of the
United States.
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♣ Canada’s citizenship law has, since 1947, generally conferred Canadian citizenship at
birth to anyone born in Canada, regardless of the citizenship or immigration status of
the parents. The only exception is for children born in Canada to representatives of
foreign governments or international organisations.

♣ According to the Basic Law of Hong Kong, Chinese citizens born in Hong Kong have
the right of abode in the territory; i.e. all the citizenship rights accorded to residents of
Hong Kong. A 2001 court case Director of Immigration v. Chong Fung Yuen affirmed
that this right extends to the children of mainland Chinese parents who themselves are
not residents of Hong Kong. As a result, there has been an influx of mainland mothers
giving birth in Hong Kong in order to obtain right of abode for the child.

♣ Irish nationality law included birth citizenship until the 27th Amendment was passed
by referendum in 2004. The amendment was preceded by media reports of heavily
pregnant women claiming political asylum, who expected that even if their application
was rejected, they would be allowed to remain in the country if their new baby was a
citizen.

3. SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WORLD

Various lists of the Wonders of the World have been compiled from antiquity to the present
day.

a) Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

The Seven Wonders of the World has historically been a listing of seven sites known to the
Ancient Greeks as the most notable locales in their known world.

Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

Name       Location

Great Pyramids of Giza  Near Cairo, Egypt

Hanging Gardens of Babylon  Near Baghdad, Iraq  

Statue of Zeus at Olympia  Olympia, Greece  

Temple of Artemis at Ephesus  Ephesus, Turkey  

Mausoleum at Halicarnassus  Near Bodrum, Turkey  

Colossus of Rhodes  Rhodes island, Greece

Lighthouse of Alexandria / Alexandria, Egypt
Lighthouse of Pharos / Pharos of
Alexandria 
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b) Seven Wonders of the Modern World

Many have developed lists of the “modern” Seven Wonders of the World. The most popular
list of the Seven Wonders of the Modern World was developed by the American Society of
Civil Engineers.

Seven Wonders of the Modern World

Name                     Location

Channel Tunnel Folkestone, England

The CN Tower, a telecommunications Toronto, Ontario, Canada
tower that was built by Canadian
National Railways in 1976

The Empire State Building Towers Manhattan, New York City

The Golden Gate Bridge San Francisco

Itaipu Dam on the Parana River Bordering Brazil and Paraguay

Netherlands North Sea Protection Works Netherlands

The Panama Canal Passes between the Atlantic Ocean and
Pacific Ocean

c) Seven Wonders of the Natural World

In 1997, CNN announced a listing of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World.

Seven Wonders of the Natural World

Name                      Location

Grand Canyon USA

The Great Barrier Reef Australia

The Harbor Rio de Janeiro

Mt. Everest Nepal

Northern Lights or Aurora Borealis Northern Hemisphere
(Polar Aurorae)

Paricutin Volcano Mexican state of Michoacán

Victoria Falls Zambezi River at the border of Zambia
and Zimbabwe



TOURISM TRIVIA

-143-

d) New Seven Wonders of the World

New Seven Wonders of the World (2001-2007) was an initiative started in 2001 to choose
Wonders of the World from a selection of 200 existing monuments. The popularity poll was
led by Canadian-Swiss Bernard Weber and organised by the New 7 Wonders Foundation
based in Zurich, Switzerland, with winners announced on July 7, 2007 in Lisbon.

The Official New 7 Wonders of the World have been elected by more than 100 million votes
to represent global heritage throughout history.

All The Official New 7 Wonders of the World are equal and are presented as a group without
any ranking.

New Seven Wonders of the World

Name               Location

The Taj Mahal India

 Christ the Redeemer Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Chichen Itza Yucatán, Mexico

The Great Wall of China China

Machu Picchu Cuzco Region, Peru

The Roman Colosseum Italy

Petra Ma’an Governorate, Jordan

4. TRAVEL CULTURES

There are a variety of different ways of travelling to your chosen tourist destination: one
can go by air, rail, sea and road — and these methods can be split further. For example,
‘road’ travel includes car, bus or taxi; travel by ‘sea’ includes ferry or cruises. Air travel
includes airlines travel, carter planes, helicopters or hovercrafts.

During one visit there may be multiple methods of travel used For instance, there may be a
taxi to the airport, a plane to the holiday destination and a coach to the hotel. Then there
might be a hired car or bicycle, or use of the local public trains or buses.

A well-developed transport network including ports, airports and road and rail systems is
vital in any tourist destination.
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Each of these methods of transport has its advantages and disadvantages in terms of
cost, convenience and availability.

Travel Culture, however, refers to the ways in which tourists prefer to not just travel
but also the way tourists connect to a place where they are travelling.

Here is a list of popular tourism methods also known as travel culture.

a) Weekend Getaways – Weekend Getaway is a place where one escapes for relaxation or
vacation during weekend or official holidays. Such getaways are generaly a places not
very far from the city of residence.

b) Family Holidays – These are occasional relaxation, retreat, or reclusion with the whole
family.

c) Couples/romantic getaways – It can be defined as anywhere two people go to be alone
and share their love. This can mean several different things to different couples. Some
people may enjoy a walk along a sunny secluded beach while others may enjoy a snow
capped mountain view. One couple may want to stay in one’s own private cabin or go
out and see the sites together. The idea is that you are sharing your life with the person
you love in a romantic setting that you both will enjoy and remember.

d) Mass Tourism – Mass tourism allows an economical methord for people who want to
see different places. Mass tourism or group tourism is where a large numbers of people
in a short span of time visit places of leisure or interest, so that greater numbers of
people could begin to enjoy the benefits of leisure time at cheaper cost.

e) Motorcycle/Bikers – Motorbike trips or motorcycle touring is a part of adventure
tourism. It is specially a preferred choice of young and adventures tourists.

f) Singles vacations – Tavelling solo is many a times a necessity and many times a choise
of travellers. If one is dreaming of taking off for sometime in solitute, options are
many. Singles travel is more popular than ever with a variety of resorts that cater to
single travellers and their specific needs. Whether it is by removing the single
supplement during certain travel periods to make singles vacations more affordable,
or arranging singles events, parties, and activities to enhance  vacation experience,
single holidays can turn out to be very lucrative both for travellers and for operators.


